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A S of September 9, 201 5, the 
Ueign of Queen Elizabeth II 
exceeds that of her great-great- 
grandmother, Queen Victoria - 
making her the longest reigning 
Sovereign in Canadian history. 
Canada Post honours Her Majesty's 
historic reign with the release of this 
special PERMANENT™ stamp and 
Official First Day Cover featuring a 
photo taken during the 2010 Royal 
Tour of Canada. Buy yours today. 



BOOKLET OF 10 DOMESTIC STAMPS OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVER 

$850 413989111 $185 413989131 


From other countries 

902 863-6550 



Available at participating post offices or 

, /ttn From Canada or the U.S. /tsn 
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This is My Promise to You 

MClSSX. \/6phiLateLic Choice in a 
Unique Reducing Estimate System De Livening 
VA L-YO U . with Absolutely NO Buyer^Sn 
Premium and PLUS ALL Lots Guaranteed" 

Andrew McGavin, Managing Director Universal Philatelic Auctions 

PLUS ... I'll Give You £55 To Get You Started 



The reason why I can make you this 
xtraordinary introductory offer of YOUR 
IRST £55 FREE to Spend is So YOU Can TEST 
ly company PLUS You can test fSM free of 
harge if you win less than GBP£55 . . . 

.. this is because NEW clients tend to stay with 
- benehtting from usually 20,000+/- lots each 
action creating ... 

1. Massive Philatelic Choice 

2. No Buyer's Premium 
I. ALL Lots Guaranteed 
k Your 1 St £55 worth FREE To Get YOU 

started 

. Join 2,031 Bidders, 88% Successful 
k Please START Now ... 

7. Simply Request YOUR FREE Catalogue 

www.upastampauctibris.co.uk info@upastampauctions.co.uk 


ANDREW PROMOTING 
PHILATELY ON THE 


AL> 


- send the coupon / simply request in any way today!- 
ORViewZbiD bVUNE~Ndw - we'ii fake your £55~off 


Universal Philatelic 
Auctions, 

UPASCM 15/11 

4 The Old Coalyard, 
West End 
Northleach, Glos. 

GL54 3HEUK 
T: 01451 861111 
F: 01 451 861297 


Offer open to collectors aged 18+ in the UK, US, West Europe, 
Australia, Canada & NZ 
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Name 


Address, 


Postcode 


Country. 


Request 

Your Free Catalogue 


^ email 


Returning UPA client? Not purchased for 12 months; £26 deducted if you 
spend more than £52, mention offer when requesting catalogue 



WELCOME 


Not content with issuing a secretive miniature sheet to mark the Queen's 'longest reign' last month (an 
embargo from 'the Palace' stopped us showing you the sheet in our last issue, but it's there for you to 
see on page 35), Royal Mail surprised us all with details of another, bigger, bolder stamp set, which had 
previously been unannounced, in the shape of eighteen Star Wars stamps, as detailed on page 36. 

The news will be met with cynicism from some collectors; the stamps are clearly aimed at the film fan 
and those of us collecting every British stamp might argue that there are simply too many. But take a 
step back and look at the stamps, consider the attention they have already brought to our hobby and 
the number of non-collectors who might start collecting, and the set starts to make more sense. We're definitely getting 
excited about the stamps here at Stamp & Coin Mart HQ, and are thrilled to announce that both the December and 
January issues of the magazine will come with free, limited edition Star Wars stamp cards, courtesy of Royal Mail. A great 
offer exclusive to Stamp & Coin Mart. 

We've also been working with the British Forces Philatelic Service (BFPS) this month, and you can find out more 
about the group in our article on page 33. We're very pleased to reveal the first Stamp & Coin Mart limited edition 
commemorative cover in this issue, which marks Remembrance Day and is available to new subscribers - don't miss the 
special offer on page 56. The cover was produced by the BFPS and features some poignant artwork by army artist Richard 
Salter, alongside a GB poppy stamp and our own logo. As Darrell Drury of the BFPS says, the simple cover 'truly invokes the 
Act of Remembrance'. I hope you agree. 



According to this Colombian stamp, 
Javier Pereira lived to be 167 years 
old! His secret? Cigars and plenty 
of coffee. See our article on coffee 
stamps on page 74. 
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Matt Hill, Editor 
matthewh@warnersgroup.co.uk 


MEETTHE EXPERTS... 


H The Fitzwilliam Museum's Richard Kelleher has a 

background in field archaeology and has studied the 
history of coins for many years. He writes our exclusive 
monthly series on the British Museum's renowned coin 
collection, see page 104. 


Author and historian Dane Garrod is a fellow of the 
Royal Philatelic Society London, past Vice President 
of the National Philatelic Society, photographer of 
proceedings at the annual UK Philatelic Congress, and 
presenter of displays to local societies. 


E m Amanda Grieve has been interested in stamps since 

childhood and started working for Packs & Cards 
jH while completing her PhD in Archaeology. Her latest 
JH column on GB-related philatelic collectables examines 
delegate folders, and can be found on page 28. 


Stamp & Coin Mart Advisory Board 

Mike Jackson, philatelic publisher and author 
Richard Johnson, President, International Federation of 
Stamp Dealers' Associations (IFSDA) 

Francis Kiddle, President, FIP Revenue Commission 
Birthe King, Danish and UK national judge, FEPA Board Director 
Chris King, President, Royal Philatelic Society London 
Victoria Lajer, dealer in GB stamps 

Paul Skinner, Head Curator, British Library Philatelic Collections 
Frank Spencer, new issues dealer and thematics expert 
Rick Warren, Chairman, Philatelic Traders' Society (PTS) 

Find out more about the Advisory Board on our website: http://stamp.cm/scm-board 
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Faroe Islands Stamps 

Christmas Issues and Year Collections 2015 



Yearbook 2015 

The Yearbook is our most exclusive 
product. Together with the stamps 
and mini-sheets it recounts the 
fascinating stories behind every 
stamp issue in text and images. 

The 90-page high quality hardcov- 
er book is filled with beautiful 
imagery, fascinating stories. 

The articles are in Danish, English 
and German. Price: 398,- DKK. 


Christmas Baubles 

Beautiful Christmas baubles with 
Edward Fuglo's Christmas Gospel 
drawings. Price of 6 Christmas baubles 
(8 cm) in a box: 149,00 DKK per set. 






Christmas Trivets 


Year Pack 2015 


Christmas Seals 


This is the Flagship Product, traditionally 
issued at the end of the year. The Year Pack is 
a superb way of collecting all the stamps of the 
year. Year Packs are sold at face value prices. 
Price: 373,- DKK. 


The Faroese artist, Edward Fuglo, 
has designed this year's Christmas 
Seals featuring a beautiful Christ- 
mas tree with candles. 

Price: 30,- DKK. 


The Christmas Gospel as deco- 
rations for your Christmas table. 
We offer a set of six small 
coasters and six large trivets. 
Set of six (10 cm): 60,- DKK. 
Large trivets (18 cm): 35,- DKK 
each. 


B /faroestamps [ 

Buy Faroese stamps at www.stamps.fo/en 


■ Hi 

\'Sf 


Posta Stamps, OSinshaedd 2 Tel. +298 346200 

FO-lOO Torshavn, Faroe Islands E-mail: stamps^posta.fo 


Posta 

FAROE ISLANDS 





THIS IS JUST A SMALL PART 
OF OUR 2015 CATALOGUE 
email; sales@ajhstamps.co.uk 
ifeb Page; www. aJhstamps.co.uk 


REF T500 

FREE GENUINE 1840 Id BLACK WITH 
EVERY GREAT BRITAIN BOX FILE 

A SUPERB MIX INC 500 DIFF OFF PAPER, 
ALSO STAMPS ON & OFF PAPER INC KGVI 
& WILDINGS IDEAL FOR WTM ETC PLUS 
ALBUM PAGES MOST REIGNS, MINT & 
USED AND FDCs, ITEMS OF NOTE ARE 1841 
Id & 2d IMPERF PLUS OV TO 1/- GREEN. 


AJH STAMPS LTD 

THE LAURELS 

MANCHESTER ROAD, ACCRINGTON 
LANCS, BBS 2PF 


Registered Business No; 
24407076 

LTD. Co No. 4110518 
Est; 1970 



TEL; (01254) 393740 FAX; (01254) 382274 


CAT £375 

KEVII WITH VALUES TO 1/-, KGV WITH VALUES TO 2/6 
SEAHORSE, KEVIN SET, PLUS KGVI WITH VALUES TO 1951 
£1 AND OEM TO £5 MAKES THIS A GOOD SORT WITH MANY 
BETTER VALUES WITH A CAT PRICE OF £1,000+ FOR JUST 
£129.50 PLUS £8 FOR 
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK 


REF T501 

FREE C. O. G .H TRIANGULAR 
CAT £90 WITH EVERY 
COMMONWEALTH BOX FILE 


A SUPERB MIX INC 1,000 DIFFERENT 

CAT £90 OFF paper used STC £100+ also 

ALBUM PAGES WITH A GOOD RANGE 
OF COUNTRIES, PLUS STAMPS LOOSE ON AND OFF PAPER 
TO SORT, WITH COUNTRIES A TO Z, ALSO AUCTION LEFT 
OVERS CONTAINING STAMPS CAT £20+, MAKES THIS A GOOD 
SORT WITH BETTER ITEMS EARLY TO MODERN FOR JUST 

£89.50 PLUS £8 FOR 
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK 



REF T502 

FREE STOCK 
BOOK WITH 
EVERY FOREIGN 
BOX FILE 

CONTAINING STAMPS 
ON AND OFF PAPER 
EARLY TO MODERN 
ALBUM PAGES AND AUCTION 
LEFT OVERS CONTAINING STAMPS 
CAT £20+ PLUS 1000 DIFFERENT 
WORLD USED STC £100+ MAKES 
THIS A GOOD SORT FOR JUST 

£89.50 PLUS £8 FOR 
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK 


□ 


REF T503 

FREE GENUINE 1840 2d BLUE 
WITH EVERY GREAT BRITAIN 
BOX FILE 

INCLUDING ALBUM PAGES, LOOSE 
STAMPS ON AND OFF PAPER 
CAT £900 6 REIGNS. A BAG CONTAINING 
500 DIFFERENT GREAT BRITAIN OFF PAPER AND 
FDC's. ALSO SINGLE ITEMS 1855 Id & 2d QV TO 
1/- 1887 GREEN AND RED KEVII TO lOd, KGV TO 
5/- SEAHORSE, KGVI TO £1 1939 AND QEII TO £10, 
MAKES THIS CAT £1000 + 

£149.50 PLUS £8 FOR 
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK 


REF T504 

GREAT BRITAIN BOX FILES 

BUY REF T500 & T503 AND RECEIVE BOTH 
FREE GIFTS, 1840 Id BLACK & 2d BLUE, 
AND WE WILL REPLACE 500 DIFFERENT 
WITH 1,000 DIFFERENTTO MAKE THIS PAIR 
OF BOX FILES A SUPERB SORT & VALUE 
FOR MONEY CAT AT £2,000+ AT JUST 

£269.50 PLUS £9.50 FOR 
DELIVERY BY INTERLINK 


REF T520 

FOREIGN SHOE BOX 

CRAMMED WITH ON AND OFF PAPER FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. ALL WORLD MIXTURE STATED TO BE 
A MINIMUM OF 1000+ DIFFERENT. ALSO ALBUM 
PAGES, LOOSE STAMPS AUCTION LEFT OVERS 
CONTAINING STAMPS CAT £5+ THIS IS A VERY 
GOOD CHEAP SORT (NO GREAT BRITAIN) OVER 
4000 SOLD THE LAST 35 YEARS FOR JUST 

£39.50 PLUS £6 DELIVERY 


REF T521 

COMMONWEALTH 
SHOE BOX 

CONTAINING ON AND OFF PAPER, 
UNCHECKED A TO Z EARLY TO 
MODERN, LOOSE AND ON LEAVES, 
A GOOD MAINLY MODERN MIX, 
BUT SOME EARLY MIXED IN, BETTER 
SINGLES, CHEAP LOT, 1000+ STAMPS, 
MAINLY USED, FOR JUST 

£39.50 PLUS £6 DELIVERY 


REF T522 

CHANNEL IS, REGIONALS & lOM 
SHOE BOX 

CONTAINS STAMPS ON & OFF PAPER, 
DEFINITIVES & COMMEMORATIVES, PLUS 
ALBUM PAGES FDCs ETC, ALSO SOME 
SETS & SINGLES, MINT & USED, A GOOD 
SORT FOR THESE POPULAR COUNTRIES, 
FOR JUST 


£39.50 PLUS £6 DELIVERY 



REF T519 

WORLD 12KG BOX 

BOX OF ALL WORLD COLLECTIONS 
COMMONWEALTH AND FOREIGN (NO 
GREAT BRITAIN) AND NO STAMPS ON 
PAPER A GOOD MIX OF COUNTRIES 
AND SINGLE COUNTRY COLLECTIONS 
IN STOCKBOOKS AND ALBUMS AS 
RECEIVED COULD BE ANYTHING 1,000s 
OF STAMPS 

£249.50 PLUS £1 5.00 DELIVERY 
BY INTERLINK. 


REF T523 

GREAT BRITAIN SHOE BOX, FREE 
1841 IMPERF Id RED & 2d BLUE 
CAT £130 

CONTAINING A GOOD MIX OF ALL 6 REIGNS 
FROM Id REDS TO MODERN INC STAMPS 
ON & OFF PAPER, INC SOME EARLY, IDEAL 
FOR WATERMARKS, ALSO ALBUM PAGES, 
FDCs, MINT & USED SETS & SINGLES ETC 

£39.50 PLUS £6 DELIVERY 



REF T510 

THE FAMOUS ALL WORLD 
WOODEN TEA CHEST OF STAMPS 

YES, THE ULTIMATE SORT WITH OVER 900 OF THESE SOLD 
IN THE LAST 30 YEARS, A MUST FOR COLLECTOR/DEALER 
OR ANYONE WHO LIKES A GOOD SORT, INC COLLECTIONS, 
PACKETS, LOOSE LEAVES, BOXES, INC GB, CW & FOREIGN, 
STOCKBOOKS OF ALL WORLD, SINGLES & SETS WITH 
STAMPS CAT £50+, 15,000+ STAMPS WITH RETAIL VALUE 
OF £1,000+,& WEIGHING APPROX 30 KILOS, MAKING THIS A 
SUPERB LOT. have you tried 

ONE YET FOR 

£699.50 PLUS £28.00 FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK 


REF T550 

GREAT BRITAIN WOODEN HALF TEA CHEST 

CONTAINING COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, LOOSE PAGES 
STOCKCARDS, BOXES OF ON & OFF PAPER & LOOSE STAMPS, 
FROM QV TO MODERN INC 1840 Id BLACK, Id REDS AND A 
GOOD SELECTION OF MINT & USED, ALL REIGNS, PLUS FDCs ETC, 
A GOOD LOT, VERY HIGH CAT, WITH TOP VALUES AND AUCTION 
LEFTOVERS CAT £50+ EACH, STATED TO RETAIL £700+ 

£499.50 PLUS £20 
FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK 


REF T551 

COMMONWEALTH WOODEN HALF TEA 
CHEST 

CONTAINING COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, LOOSE PAGES 
& STOCKSHEETS, FROM QV TO MODERN INC CAPE OF 
GOOD HOPE TRIANGULAR, ALSO BOXES OF UNSORTED 
MATERIAL, LOOSE STAMPS ON & OFF PAPER, COVERS & 
AUCTION LEFTOVERS CAT £50+ EACH, SETS & SINGLES, 
GOOD HIGH CAT LOT, STATED TO RETAIL £700+ 

£499.50 PLUS £20 
FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK 


REF T552 

FOREIGN WOODEN HALF TEA CHEST 

CONTAINING COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, LOOSE 
PAGES & STOCKSHEETS, ALSO BOXES OF UNSORTED 
MATERIAL, STAMPS LOOSE ON & OFF PAPER , & 
SINGLE STAMPS & AUCTION LEFTOVERS CAT £50+ 
EACH, GOOD HIGH CAT LOT, EARLY TO MODERN, 
STATED TO RETAIL £600+ 

£399.50 PLUS £20 
FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK 


REF T508 

WORLD IN WOODEN THIRD TEA CHEST 

INCLUDING COMMONWEALTH, FOREIGN AND GREAT BRITAIN 
COLLECTIONS, STOCKBOOKS, COVERS, SINGLE STAMPS CAT £50+ 
ALSO LOOSE STAMPS ON A ND OFF PAPER QV TO MODERN AND 
A BAG STATED TO CONTAIN 10,000 
DIFFERENT WORLD STATED TO 
HAVE A RETAIL VALUE OF £500+ 

£299.50 PLUS £15.00 

FOR DELIVERY BY INTERLINK 



REF T546 

V ALL WORLD MYSTERY 
CARTON 

half box CONTAINS G.B, 
k\ I COMMONWEALTH, CHANNEL 

1'—=:—* J ISLANDS, lOM AND FOREIGN, 

m ^ m ^^ 1 MIX ON AND OFF PAPER, ALSO 
COLLECTIONS, ALBUM PAGES, STOCKCARDS AND AUCTION LEFT 
OVERS, MOSTLY AS RECEIVED WITH STAMPS CAT £25+ 1000s OF 
STAMPS TO SORT FOR JUST 

£129.50 PLUS £9.50 FOR 

DELIVERY BY INTERLINK 


REF T547 

ALL WORLD LUCKY BAG 
WITH A FREE PACKET 
CONTAINS 500 DIFFERENT 
ALL WORLD 

A PLASTIC ZIP UP BAG CRAMMED 
WITH WORLD ON AND OFF PAPER AS 
RECEIVED FROM VARIOUS CHARITIES 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD, INCLUDING COMMONWEALTH, 
FOREIGN, GREAT BRITAIN, EARLYTO MODERN AS RECEIVED, A 
VERY GOOD AND CHEAP SORTER 



£15.99 

PLUS £2.50 POSTAGE 



OUR T NUMBERS ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE 


MONTHLY PUBLIC AND POSTAL AUCTION 

HELD ATTHE DUNKENHALGH HOTEL AND SPA, CLAYTON LE MOORS, ACCRINGTON, LANCASHIRE BBS 5JP (JUNC. 7 OFF M65) 

ON THE 2ND WEDNESDAY EVERY MONTH VIEWING 5.30PM TO 7.25PM AUCTION STARTS PROMPT 7.30PM APPROX 700 LOTS PER HOUR 
WRITE OR PHONE ON 01 254 393740 OR E-MAIL: sales@ajhstamps.co.uk NOW FOR OUR FREE MONTHLY 
PUBLIC AUCTION CATALOGUE CONTAINING APPROX 700 LOTS, WITH CARTONS, COLLECTIONS, FOLDER ONE COUNTRY LOTS, 

PLUS GREAT BRITAIN, COMMONWEALTH SETS AND SINGLE ITEMS, PRICES FROM £1 0 TO £1 0,000 PER LOT. 

OUR PRE SALE ESTIMATE IS OVER 11/2 MILLION POUND PER YEAR 
NO CREDIT CARD CHARGES OR BUYERS' PREMIUM 

AUCTION DATES FOR 2015 
14th October, 11th November and 9th December 
2016: 13th January, 10th February, 9th March, 13th April, 11th May 



WRITE PHONE OR FAX FOR OUR MONTHLY WHOLESALE/RETAIL SALE LIST WITH OVER 1,000 ITEMS, INCLUDING COMMONWEALTH ATO Z 
SINGLE STAMPS AND SETS MINT AND USED ALSO GREAT BRITAIN QVTO MODERN FROM HALF PRICE PLUS GREAT BRITAIN DEFINITIVES, SETS AND SINGLES, 
MINT AND USED AND 1 840 QVTO 1 936 G/F/USED, PLUS COLLECTIONS AND BOXES, AND A FURTHER RANGE OF T NUMBERS 


HAVE YOU CLICKED YET? 

VISIT OUR ON-LINE AUCTION MANY LOTS 
STARTING FROM AS LITTLE AS £1 
WITH AUTOMATIC BID UPDATES 

www.ajhstamps.co.uk 


DEALERS YOU 
CAN TRUST 
OVER 40 
YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 


We welcome 


, •!> 

NO CREDIT CARD 
CHARGES 


WE BUY COLLECTIONS AND 
DEALER'S ENTIRE STOCK SMALL 
ORVAST, WITH IMMEDIATE 
PAYMENTS. RING NOW 



scan with 
your phone 


Please mention Stamp & Coin Mart when replying to any advertisement 
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NOT TO BE MISSED! Special Offer for customers who 
commence a Standing Order Subsription for GIBRALTAR 
YEAR PACKS. Value: i^Offer Price: £100 (Save £85!!!) 


Purchase the 2014 Year Pack and open a year pack standing order and 
you will receive the 2013 & 2012 Year Packs FREE OF CHARGE plus the 
2015 Year Pack when it is released at the end of this year. Offer price £100 



Gibraltar Stamps 2014 


V 


Gibraltar 
Stamps 2075 



EASY ORDER - online: www.gibraltar-stamps.com OR 
Email: info@gibraltar-stamps.com ORTel:+350 20075662 



This is one of the very best offers EVER for our customers! 

Year Packs are a Gibraltar stamps flagship product. The stamps are 
mounted on special philatelic mounts on the inside pages packed with 
information in six languages: English, French, Italian, Spanish and Chinese. 
Year Packs are sold at the stamps FACE VALUE. Hurry as it will not be 

offered for a long period of time! 





Stamp update 



Quick Links 

Page 10 London 2020 show 
Page 11 Stampex report 
Page 14 Polar philately exhibit 



Royal Mail to issue 
Star Wars stamps 


Royal Mail recently announced that it will issue a set of eighteen 
stamps to celebrate the Star Wars series of films and mark the 
release of the forthcoming episode, Star Wars: The Force Awakens 
— the second time in just a few weeks that Royal Mail have revealed a 
previously unannounced stamp set. 

The stamps, illustrated by British artist Malcolm Tween, depict nine 
iconic characters from the first six films and three from the forthcoming 
film: Rey, Finn and Kylo Ren. Incorporated onto each stamp is a 
secondary scene or character including new droid BB-8. In addition, the 
‘1ST’ font used on the stamps will replicate that of the iconic typeface 
used for the films. 

Also being issued on 20 October will be a Miniature Sheet of six 
stamps featuring intricately detailed illustrations of six iconic Star Wars 
vehicles, brought together against a backdrop of the Death Star. 

The Star Wars series began in 1 977. So far, there have been two 
trilogies of movies that have included major British involvement at UK 
studios. The seventh episode in the series will be released in cinemas on 
1 7 December. Star Wars: The Force Awakens has been filmed at Pinewood 
Studios, Buckinghamshire, using British expertise in cast and crew. The 
two further episodes in this trilogy will also be filmed in the UK. 

Find out more about the stamps in our special feature on page 36. 


FREE Star Wars stamp cards 
with Stamp & Coin Mart 


The December and January issues 
of Stamp & Coin Mart magazine 
will include a FREE gift of Star 
Wars stamp cards, courtesy of Royal 
Mail. The issues are expected to 
be hugely popular, and you can 
guarantee your copy now by joining 
Stamp & Coin Mart. See our latest 
subscription offer on page 56. 



Guernsey continue W^WI series 


Guernsey Post will issue the next instalment in their Stories from the Great 
War stamp series on 1 1 November, exploring how the General Post Office 
(GPO) contributed to the war effort. 

The six stamps focus on the postal history of the Great War, recreating 
covers and one stamp from those times. Among the subjects depicted is Sark 
postman Philip Carre who joined the Royal Guernsey Light Infantry (RGLI); 
a card sent home to Guernsey by Lieutenant Peter Le Page of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps; and Robert and Ethel Bynam, who married after the War in 
1922, the stamp showing the Edward VII penny stamp of that time affixed at 
an angle said to express the message: ‘longing to see you again’. Another stamp 
shows a completed Eield Service Post Card, which gave serving soldiers just a 
few options to pick to inform their loved ones back home of their well being. 

Designed by Charlotte Barnes, the stamps were printed by BDT 
International and are the second instalment in the series of stamps which 
will continue until 2018. 
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In brief 


Dealers Rushstamps recently attended 
the Singapore 2015 Exhibition and 
have reported that Royal Mail were 
selling Post & Go Stamps in collectors 
strips or individually, with the labels 
incorrectly inscribed 'Singpex 2015' 
instead of the correct title of 'Singapore 
2015'. Allan M Grant explained: 'At the 
exhibition there was supposed to be 
some Smiler Sheetlets available with 
a similar overprint however, the stock 
failed to arrive from England. However, 
they were happy to accept orders for 
later delivery provided you paid for 
them at the show and ordered them 
there. There are two sheets, the usual 
Red, White and Blue in a double pane 
of ten and also the new Penny Black 
in a similar format. Surprisingly, as 
these were printed at a later date, they 
are now correctly inscribed 'Singapore 
201 5'. We understand that the print 
quantity was limited to only 100 of each 
and will prove to be extremely popular.' 

The recent Annual General Meeting 
ofThe PhilatelicTraders' Society 
(PTS) saw Rick Warren re-elected as 
Chairman, Vince Cordell re-elected as 
Vice Chairman, and Simon Carson 
elected asTreasurer. Find out more 
about the PTS at the website: 
http://thephilatelictraderssociety.co.uk 

Australia Post has launched a new 
online resource for Australia's philatelic 
community. The 'Collections Hub' 
features philatelic news, collector 
profiles, guest posts and events listings, 
'providing enthusiasts with a resource 
to discuss and share their passion for 
the popular hobby'. Visit the website at: 
www.australiapostcollectables.com.au 

Opponents of the Indian government 
have protested against the decision 
to withdraw stamps depicting former 
prime ministers Indira Gandhi and Rajiv 
Gandhi. Stamps featuring the former 
leaders were part of an ongoing 'Builders 
of Modern India' definitive set which has 
now been replaced with a 'Makers of 
India' theme. 'This is nothing, but pure 
vindictiveness' Radhakrishna Vikhe Patil 
of Maharashtra Legislative Assembly told 
the newspaper Tehelka Daily. 


London to host international 
stamp exhibition in 2020 

Organisers have confirmed that a major 
international stamp exhibition will take place at 
the Business Design Centre in Islington, London 
from Saturday 2 May until Saturday 9 May, 2020. 

This event will be a full international exhibition 
with competitive classes in Traditional, Postal 
History, Thematic, Revenue, Postal Stationery, 

Aerophilately, Open, Literature and Youth. 

A spokesperson for the organisers said: ‘To ensure that as many exhibitors as possible can 
be accepted, the frames will be used twice during the week with exhibits being swapped on 
Tuesday, 5 May’ London has traditionally hosted an international philatelic event every ten 
years, with this year’s London 2015 event catering for a European audience. 

The Chairman of the Organising Committee has been confirmed as Frank Walton RDP 
FRPSL, the current President of the Royal Philatelic Society London, and a website has 
been established at www.london2020.co, which will be developed as preparations for the 
exhibition progress. 

‘The Philatelic Traders’ Society (PTS) is fully supportive of the exhibition and is 
coordinating booth sales on behalf of the organising committee,’ a spokesperson added. 

‘Anyone interested in taking a trade stand can follow a link on the website.’ 

Stamp & Coin Mart will be working closely with the organising committee of the London 
2020 event and reporting on developments as plans progress. 



Senior Corporate Development 
Manager for Postal Museum 

The British Postal Museum & Archive (BPMA) has 
announced the appointment of Damian Chapman as 
Senior Corporate Development Manager, to help create 
new corporate partnerships to support the long-term 
growth and development ofThe Postal Museum. 

Damian joins the BPMA from national youth 
social action charity Envision where he was Head of 
Fundraising. Damian said: ‘The Postal Museum will 
be one of the most exciting cultural ventures of the 
21st century, and I am delighted to be joining a team 
dedicated to revealing these under-told stories from 
our shared social and communications history’ 

‘Many people don’t know important elements of our heritage, such as Mail Rail, exist. The 
chance to showcase the world’s first electric driverless underground railway is something I am 
really looking forward to.’ 

The BPMA’s Head of Fundraising, Emma Jhita, said: ‘We are delighted to have Damian 
on board. He will play a vital role in helping us raise the remaining £2.5 million we need to 
deliver The Postal Museum and Mail Rail, in addition to revenue fundraising once we’ve met 
our target. The opportunities for corporate partnerships are significant, and we look forward 
to working with supportive companies and organisations to realise the potential of this exciting 
and ambitious project.’ 

To find out more about The Postal Museum and Mail Rail, and opportunities to support 
the project, visit the BPMA’s dedicated project website www.postalmuseum.org and don’t miss 
our regular update from the BPMA on page 17. 
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Stampex popular with collectors 


The national stamp exhibition Stampex recently took 
place at the Business Design Centre in London, with 
thousands of collectors descending on the venue to 
browse the many trade stands. 

The event was the first organised by the recently 
appointed secretary of the Philatelic Traders Society 
(PTS), Lucie Warren, who told Stamp & Coin Mart: 

‘There was a lot to learn at my first Stampex but 
I feel that generally everything ran smoothly. We 
are lucky that the venue know how Stampex works 
and the suppliers know us all, they even know most 
of the exhibitors by name after so many years. 

There are always hiccups with every event and as The forthcoming Star Wars stamps were 

the organiser the challenge is always dealing with previewed at Royal Mail’s stand 

issues on site and ensuring everyone has what they 
are meant to have and are stationed where they are meant to be. 

‘The highlights of the show included meeting the suppliers, stand holders and the other 
philatelists who travelled far and wide to be at Stampex that I have been liaising with for a 
good few months and being able to put faces to names. I like the personal approach as I feel 
it is good for building up long lasting working relationships. I also really enjoyed The PTS 
Drinks Reception at the Hilton Hotel which was held on Wednesday 1 6 September as it 
was a good chance to network!’ 

With the London 2015 Europhilex show taking place at the same venue in May, and 
an ABPS exhibition of postal history held in York in July, there was a smaller exhibit than 
usual at the show, but many displays still impressed the judges with four Large Gold medals 
being awarded. 

Many philatelic societies took the opportunity to hold a meeting at the event, with the 
Great Britain Overprints Society (GBOS) displaying material and manning a society stand. 
GBOS Secretary, Tony Stanford said: ‘Many visitors viewed the GBOS displays with interest 
which helps to raise the appreciation of this interesting philatelic niche and awareness of 
the Society. I was particularly pleased that the competitive entries got such good results, as 
many of them were by first-time entrants. . . all who contributed were delighted that they 
had made the effort to contribute to such a splendid display’ 

As ever, the Royal Mail stand was popular and on the Thursday of the event, staff showed 
off the new Star Wars stamps giving visitors the chance to see the issues before they were 
officially released. The show catalogue, published by the Stamp & Coin Mart team, again 
proved successful, and many collectors were keen to purchase the limited edition souvenirs 
from the event’s Information Stand. ‘Stampex is sixty years old in 2016,’ Lucie added, ‘we 
are looking to embrace this as much as we can. Watch this space for more details!’ 



Stampex Large 
Gold Medals 


Traditional Philately 

Guatemala 1879-1881 Small Quetzal Issue 
(Arthur Woo) 

Postal History 

Postal History of South Georgia 1909-1954 
(Hugh Osborne) 

Philatelic Literature 

Catalogue. Signs of postal payment. 
Zemstvo, Venden 1866-1919. 

Local issues of Civil War time 1918-1923. 
TheTuvan People's Republic 1926-1944. 
Local issues of the Russian Federation 
1992- 2006. Vols 1 &2 
(MARKA Publishing andTrading Center) 

The postage dues of Zanzibar 1875-1964: 
the stamps, the covers and their story 
(John Griffith-Jones) 

You can see the full list of Stampex 
results on our website, just visit: 
http://sta m p .cm/sta m pex-resu Its 



GBOS Secretary Tony Stanford and member Marius Wlodarczyk 
in front of the GBOS display 



Bob James of Evesham and District Philatelic Society visited 
the Information Stand to show us the Battle of Evesham 750th 
Anniversary commemorative cover recently produced by the group 
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Scented and see-through stamps from Ireland 



Ireland s An Post have issued a set of interactive stamps to represent the 
five senses, featuring stamps that smell, taste and make sounds. 

The ‘Five Senses’ stamp set was issued on 10 September and features 
a number of different innovative designs, as well as offering users the 
ability to scan the stamps on their smart phone to access a special 
video. The 70 cent stamp features strawberry-flavoured adhesive gum, 
representing taste; a €1.05 stamp features thermochromic ink which 
changes colour when touched; and an ‘eye’ graphic on an otherwise 
transparent €1.25 stamp represents sight. A €1.70 stamp features an ear 


illustration containing embedded particles which produce a sound when 
rubbed; and the €2.80 stamp has a mint fragrance. 

Donal Connell, An Post Chief Executive said: ‘Our post offices and 
mail centres use the most modern retail and mails processing technology 
in the world. We like to innovate wherever possible so we’ve added a 
new technical dimension to stamps, and the novelty of being able to 
taste, smell, hear and see through them — and even change their colour 
with a simple touch.’ 

Find out more about the stamps at: irishstamps.ie 


Canada issues Limited edition covers mark 

ghost stamps Remembrance Day 


Canada Post have got into the spirit of 
Halloween by releasing five stamps depicting 
well known ghost stories. 

The spooky set is the second in the ‘Haunted 
Canada series and features ghost stories 
including the Grey Lady who wanders the 
Halifax Citadel National Historic Site searching 
for her lost love. Jim Phillips, Director of Stamp 
Services, Canada Post, said: ‘There is nothing 
more fun, yet unsettling, as ghost stories, and we 
have a history filled with these memorable tales. 

Our hope is that Canadians 
from coast to coast can 
continue to discover and 
pass on these stories, which 
are sure to give a few 
spine-tingling chills.’ 





The British Forces 
Philatelic Service are set 
to issue a commemorative 
cover featuring specially 
commissioned artwork, to 
mark Remembrance Day 
later this month. 

The ‘BFPS3195 We 
Will Remember Them’ 
cover features ‘The Poppy 
Tree’ artwork by army artist 
Richard Salter, who will 
also sign the 100 limited edition covers. For a limited time Stamp & Coin Mart subscribers can 
purchase this and other covers with a special five percent discount by quoting the code: ‘SCM5’, 
valid until 7 November, 2015. 

Meanwhile, the BFPS has produced a limited edition version of the cover especially for Stamp 
& Coin Mart, which will be given away free to the first fifty readers who subscribe to the magazine 
this month. Darrell Drury, Director of the British Forces Philatelic Service, said: ‘We are printing, 
exclusively for Stamp & Coin Mart, fifty copies of a different version of the cover. We are using 
the BFPS 1000 special handstamp to cancel the stamp and we have put an exclusive cachet on the 
cover.’ You can find out more about the BFPS in our article on page 33 and find out how to claim 
your free limited edition commemorative cover on page 56. 



Competition winners 


Congratulations to the following readers, who won British Bees presentation packs courtesy 
of Royal Mail in our September issue: Mr G Somerville, Bathgate; Mr F Bacon, Nailsea; Pete 
Lovesey, Louth; John Foulger, Norwich; Dave Olden, Farnham; Nikki Day, Hockley; Martin 
Turner, Haxby; Ken Moody, Wakefield; Dan Manning, Newbury; Carole Barnes, Exeter. 
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WORLD 

Many 100’s Air issues with Ethiopia 
1929 most to 3T,. 1931 to 8g, 1947 
set to $10, Estonia, Egypt 1933 
Congress set, ‘long’ set complete, 
Saar 1948 50fr, 200fr, Syria, 
extensive Iran, Curacao 1944 Red 
Cross Air set, Denmark 1 925 vals 
to 500 ore, Japan 1929 set (M) etc 
A fascinating lot Cat £2800 £41 0.0 


to1/= FU, 1883 1/-M&FU etc 
Good lot Cat £800 £120.00 

CANADA 

1 00+ all QV from 1 868 Ya c (2) 1 c 
(M) and to 15c FU, 1870 to 10c, 
1889 inc useful mint to 10c, 1893 
20c, 50c FU Jubilee M & FU to 10c, 
1 897 most to 8c (M) complete to 8c 
(FU) 1898 vals to 20c (M) and FU 
etc Superior lot Cat £6600 £675.00 


FOREIGN 

Excellent range (100’s) ets and bet- 
ter items in stock book with useful 
Germany inc M/S, Berlin with 1949 
Views set UN M, Andorra O’ Prints 
on France to 5Fr (M) Italy inc 1945 
30L, 100L (M) Austria 1945 5RM 
Hitler O’Print expertised (M) etc A 
superb range Cat £17000£2, 850.00 

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 

1948 Silver Wedding complete 
mint in special album. The Hong 
Kong is mounted, of the rest, 
those checked inc N. Rhodesia 
appears UNM £1,100.00 

BELGIUM 

Occupation of Germany 100+ 
mint and / or FU inc both Eupen 
and Malmedy complete sets, 

1 91 9 to 1 Fr, dues complete. 

Good lot Cat £790 £155.00 

Many 100’s in Davo from complete 
range imperfs mainly 4 margin, 

1 865 to 1 Fr, 1 866 trio, 1 869 to 5Fr 
(remainder cancel) 1893 to 2Fr (M 
& FU) 1910-11 Charities complete 
(M) 1912 to 5Fr (M) 1915 set mint 
inc 5 Franken 1918 Red Cross 
Mint (rare) 1919 Tin Hat set, then 
virtually complete mint to 1970 inc 
all the good anti TB sets, ’32 Mer- 
cier Legion ’33 Orval all the better 
1950’s sets, many UNM A superb 
lot Cat £18300 £2,850.00 

BERMUDA 

43 all QV from 1865 Id, 6d Crown 
CAto 1/= (2) 1883 to 1/= etc. Main- 
ly mint few FU Cat £800 £1 20.00 

BRAZIL 

1 80+ from 1 866 to 500r, 1 88 to 300r, 
1881 to200r, 1890 to 1,000r, 1894 
to 2000r better later to 1 940 inc 1 937 
Tourist set etc Cat £1 000 £1 85.00 

BRITISH N. AMERICA 

About 60 inc Newfoundland with 
mint vals to 6c, Colony issues 
1c,. 12 14 c (M) Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick etc Cat £2400 £310.00 

BURMA 

43 from 1865 Id, 6d, (M) and 


CURACAO 

200+ on two stock sheets from 
1873 vals to 50c,. 1892 vals to 
30c, 1936 Numerals to 7 14 c (this 
mint) and Queen vals to 30c, 1928 
to 25c, 1934 Colonisation to 30c,. 
1941 set to 1 14 G (this single and 
marginal block of 4) 1946 Relief 
both sets,. 1948 Queen Wilhelmi- 
na set etc. Cat £1 350+ £1 85.00 

DENMARK 

About 200 mint and / or FU from 
1851 4rbs,. 1854 to 16Sk (scarce) 
1875 most to 100 ore,. 1905 10 
ore-1 OOore, 1918 Postfrim vals 
to 27ore on 1 K, 1 91 3 27ore (FU) 

1 924 Anniversary set, 1929 Can- 
cer (M & FU) 1 934 Air set etc to 
1940’s Cat £1285 £185.00 

FALKLANDS ISLANDS 

13 all QVfrom 1885 (March) Id,. 

Further to 1896 6d, mixed mint 
and /or FU Cat £310 £60.00 

FAROES 

FDC’s X 32 from 1977 Amphilex, 
fairly complete to 1985 aeroplane, 
illustrated and unaddressed£40.00 

GERMANY 

French Zone Few 100’s M / and 
or FU with most defin sets, all Red 
Cross sets, Baden re-building set 
and both M/S Cat £1840 £325.00 
West Berlin 100’s on leaves ap- 
pears virtually complete M / or UNM 
to 1990 with black and red O’Prints, 
U.PU set, 1949 Views, Goethe , 
S’Charges, Relief Funds (no M/S) 
Bells complete etc. Also includes 
better FU Cat £7600 £1 ,1 00.00 

P.O’S Abroad 200+ mint and/ or 
FU inc China with 1898 to 50pf, 
5pf on lOpf, Foochow provision- 
al (scarce) 1901 to 5MK (both 
types) 1 905 to $2 14 , 1 906 to $2 

14 , Morocco with 1899 to 60c,. 

1900 to 6p 25, 1905 & ’06 to 
6p25, Turkey with 1884 & ’89 to 2 
14 pi, 1900 to 25pi, 1903 most to 
lOpi, 1908 set, French Currency 
surcharge set etc. A fabulous lot 
Cat £7400 £1,250.00 


AM offers subject to stock on seven days approval against full payment with order. We 
accept all major credit cards. E-MAIL: sales@milsomstamps.co.uk 

GEOFF MILSOM STAMPS (PTS) 

5 Beechcroft Avenue, 

Newport Road, 

Stafford, ST16 1BJ 
Telephone:- (01785) 245564 
Callers by appointment only 
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Stamp update 


Q&A: Serge Kahn 


We spoke to Serge Kahn, Commissioner 
of the Polar Exhibition at the forthcoming 
MonacoPhil exhibition, taking place between 
3 and 5 December, and asked him what the 
special display will offer visitors 

What can visitors expect to see in the 
exhibition devoted to Polar Philately? 

Polar philately is becoming even more popular 
as a philatelic pursuit and seeing a broad 
display of material in this field should interest 
those currently involved in polar philately and 
those with a curiosity or developing interest in 
polar philately. The field can appear daunting 
to those unfamiliar with its major areas. 

This is because it encompasses so much 
(expeditions of all sorts, parts of aerophilately, 
sections of military postal history, thematics 
- polar oriented subjects, and geographies - 
traditional philately from sites in the polar 
regions). Visitors will see exhibits from 
within these five major categories that will 
help them better understand and enjoy this 
field's wealth of philately. Attendees will 
also be able to see, at one location, the full 
range of its material from the classics and 
earliest examples to clever and interesting 
presentations of topics with contemporary 
items. Everyone will find an exhibit that fits 
their interests and budget, as well as types 
and categories of material that they may 
not have regarded before as either 'polar' 
or accessible. Of course, being part of a 
world class philatelic exhibition, it also will 
have those premier examples from polar 
philately that should tantalise everyone 
who views them. 

What is the link between the Polar 
Philately exhibition and Monaco? 

International polar philatelic exhibitions 
are held regularly in various countries 
that normally have some polar activities 
association. Previously, for example, they 
were held in France and Germany. These 
are two countries with a strong polar 
expeditionary history. Monaco shares 
that distinction. Prince Albert I was a 
noted scientist, whose oceanographic 
cruises aboard Princesse Alice took him to 
many places for research, including four 
times to the Arctic. Ele hosted prominent 
polar scientists, whose work added to 
the world's body of knowledge. The 
exhibition's publication notes that his last 
oceanographic cruise occurred exactly 100 
years ago. 


What are the 

highlights of the Polar ^ 

Philately exhibition? ' 

There will be polar ^ 

philatelic exhibits of 
extraordinary material comparable to 
the most exciting items found in general 
philately. A number of exhibits will have 
one-of-a-kind items, as well as those with 
significant coverage of a subject that may 
not have any rivals, due to scarcity of the 
material. Some of the more notable polar 
exhibits include, but are not limited to: 

• Mail documenting the earliest French 
and German Antarctic expeditions 
(early 20th century). 

•The only known mail from the first Antarctic 
expedition (Belgian) to winter in the 
Antarctic (late 19th century). 

• Only known mail from the first official USA 
Antarctic Expedition that confirmed the 
existence of the Antarctic continent and 
named it (mid-19th century) 

• Earliest known Greenland material 
(18th century). 

• Material that documents the earliest transit 
of the Northwest Passage (mid-19th century). 
There will also be exhibits with more 

accessible material that present their 
subjects in a manner that allow them also 
to be greatly admired and appreciated for 
how well they display their subjects. 

Why do you think Polar Philately is 
such a fascinating subject? 

This is one of those unfathomable questions 
that has been asked for as long as people 
have been drawn to the polar regions and 
its philately. One category of its material 
is described as 'archival,' and also can be 
found in some other fields of philately 
where it also has great attraction. These 
are items that you might expect to find in 
museums and archives that are imbued with 
history as would be an important historical 
artefact. Adding the nature of the material's 
association (such as an important polar 
activity) gives these items an even greater 
attraction. There is a sense of fascination 
associated with events in the polar regions 
that tends to be very inviting to many. To 
some it may be the added sense of physical 
and emotional hazard, but many are simply 
drawn to its beauty and character. Explorer 
and first to the North Pole, Robert E. Peary, 
when asked over a 100 years ago why he 
continues to explore in the High Arctic, 







Above: Lt. Wilkes’ last letter from the expedition to his 
wife (20 February 1 842, off Singapore). Charged 27 cents 
for delivery to Washington, DC (over 400 mile rate, plus 
2-cent ‘SFIIP’ fee), then (‘For’d’) forwarded (3 August) to 
New York (no free forwarding then) for another 1 8-3/4 
cents (under 400 miles) for a total of 45-3/4 cents 

replied that he had contracted 'Arctic Fever.' 
Substituting 'polar' (Arctic and Antarctic) 
for just 'Arctic' would make it the pleasant 
'affliction' of many in polar philately. 

In terms of its philatelic material, it has 
some aspects that make it one of the few 
types of philately that has some areas that 
cannot have a catalogue or ready reference 
of all that might exist. New discoveries, 
especially of early polar expedition postal 
history, are made every year. In some 
cases, expeditions (exploratory and 
scientific expeditions are at the heart of 
polar philately, though not its entire corpus) 
would be unknown today, were it not for 
their philatelic finds. So just as existence in 
the polar regions can be challenging, so can 
be pursuit of much of its philatelic material. 
This also can be very attractive to those 
who seek an added flair to their philately. 

Can you tell us about the Russian material 
that will form part of the exhibition? 

There will be Russian material exhibited in 
the polar part of MonacoPhil '15. Several of 
the exhibits may surprise some onlookers, 
who will find that the Russians (from 
the 1930s to present) have had scientific 
stations on temporary ice floes, most of 
which can be documented with postal 
history. Many even had post offices, though 
they only served the few at the station and 
those who communicated with them. About 
a third of the massive country lies within 
the Arctic or sub-Arctic region, so that area's 
ordinary postal history also would be polar 
(such as North Russia and Siberia). The 
other part of MonacoPhil '15, with a broader 
philatelic scope, will also have fine Russian 
exhibits. MonacoPhil tends to feature a 
different main subject each time it is held, 
this year it is Russia, because MonacoPhil 
2015 is an official partner of '2015, Cultural 
Year of Russia in Monaco'. 
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STAMP COLLECTIONS 
URGENTLY REOUIRED 


best prices, fast friendly service 


For a friendly and personal service just call 01926 634 809 
and speak directly to me or to Ghislaine, 

Tony Lester Auctions Limited, The Sidings, Birdingbury Road, 
Marton, Nr Rugby CV23 9RX. Email: tonylester@btconnect.com 
Web: www.tonylester.co.uk 

We are long standing members of the Philatelic Traders’ Society, complying with its strict code of ethics. 
We have been established for over 50 years, with a reputation for honesty and fair dealing. 


Whether it's for sale through one of our auctions, 
or a direct sale for immediate payment, we genuinely 
believe that we offer all the above and more - 
our reputation depends on it! 


Visit our website for full details: 









Selling Your Stamps? 




Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement for world collections, single country 
collections, single items, covers, proof material and specialised collections, with G.B. material 
being particularly in demand. Our customer base is increasing dramatically and we need an 
ever-larger supply of quality material to keep pace with demand. The market has never been 
stronger and if you are considering the sale of your collection, now is the time to act. 

Free Valuations 

We will provide a free, professional and without obligation valuation of 
your collection. Either we will make you a fair, binding private treaty 
offer, or we will recommend inclusion of your property in our next 
specialist public auction. 


Free Transportation 

We can arrange insured transportation of your collection to 
our Warwick offices completely free of charge. If you decline our 
offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs only. 


Free Visits 

Visits by our valuers are possible anywhere in the country or 
abroad, usually within 48 hours, in order to value larger collections. 
Please telephone for details. 


Advisory Days 

We are staging a series of advisory days and will be visiting 
the following towns within the next few weeks, 

Walsall, Londonderry, Belfast, Runcorn, Oldham, Sheffield, 
Sudbury, Braintree, Burnley, Blackburn, Telford, Enfield, 
Dartford, Portsmouth, Southampton, Brentwood, Basildon, 
Worksop and St. Albans. 

Please visit our website or telephone for further details. 


Act Now 

Telephone or email Ian Hunter today 
with details of your property. 


Excellent Prices 

Because of the strength of our customer base 
we are in a position to offer prices that we feel 
sure will exceed your expectations. 


Warwick & Warwick Ltd, 
Auctioneers and Valuers 
Chalon House, Scar Bank, Millers Road, 
Warwick CV34 5DB 
Tel: 01926 499031 Fax; 01926 491906 
E-mail: ian.hunter@warwickandwarwickxom 
www.warwickandwarwick.com 
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The story of our Royal Mail Ships 


Stampex is an exciting time of year for us 
at the BPMA. It gives us an opportunity 
to meet with our supporters, who we often 
only get to see at the event, and also tell 
some of the stories that will be found in 
The Postal Museum. As the theme this time 
around was ‘Sea Travel’ we decided to tell 
the stories of possibly the two most well- 
known Royal Mail Ships, the Titanic and 
the Lusitania. 

Earlier this year we marked the 100th 
anniversary of the sinking of the Lusitania. 
This tragedy proved a pivotal point in 
the First World War. When the Germans 
fired upon the ship they breached the 
International Cruiser Rules, which stated 
that passenger ships would not be attacked. 
The Lusitania sank killing 1,191 of the 
1,962 people aboard, including 128 
Americans. This was a major contributing 
factor in the American’s decision to join the 
Allies and declare war on Germany in 1917. 

The story of the Titanic is well-known 
across the world and rarely far from people’s 
mind, being frequently referenced in the 
media. However, few people know that it was 
a Royal Mail Ship and it is this story that 
will be told in ‘Mail for everyone’ gallery in 
The Postal Museum. The display will tell the 
story of the postal workers on-board who 
attempted to save the mail as the ship was 
sinking as ensuring the safety of the post 
was considered to be an upmost priority, 
being the main method of communication 
at the time. All five postal workers aboard 



A black and white lantern slide showing the wreck of the SS Lusitania 


lost their lives, but their bravery is still 
remembered today. 

To give a visitors a feel of what they 
can expect from the gallery we brought 
facsimiles of communications from our 
archive relating to the disasters with 
us to Stampex. Visitors to the stand 
really engaged with the documents 
and expressed an interest in the unexpected 
stories we have within our archive. 

The originals of these communications, 
along with other documents relating to our 
social and communications history, which 
will fill 2.5 miles of shelving in the new 
archive, will be available to view in The Postal 
Museum’s state-of-the-art Search Room when 
it opens to the public in late 2016. 

This is one of the many ways we’re 
attempting to make our collections more 
accessible, and easier to use than ever 
before. We are also working on projects to 
digitise our collections, so that they can 
be accessed remotely. This isn’t limited to 
conventional 2D scans, we’re also using the 
latest technology to create 3D scans of a 
number of objects, especially those within 
the philatelic collection that can’t be made 
physically available for the public to explore. 
These projects will help us to ensure that 
these remarkable objects aren’t kept hidden 
from view, but made available to help tell 
these stories of our shared history. 

The BPMA aims to lead the way in using 
technology to ensure our collections are 
accessible, whether users visit in person or 
explore remotely from the UK or 
around the world. The support of 
collectors and enthusiasts is vital to 
ensure that these important items 
from history are able to tell a story 
to today’s younger generation, and 
for generations to come. 

You can donate £5 now by texting 
‘PSTM16 £5’ to 70070 or e-mail: 
fundraising@postalheritage. org. uk 
for a more in-depth chat about 
opportunities to help support this 
innovative and exciting new museum. 



The T/'farac leaving Southampton 



First telegram from the Titanic 
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Second and third telegrams from the Titanic 
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All images © Royal Mail Group Ltd, courtesy of The British Postal Museum & Archive 





Stamp update 



Latest auction results 


An imperforate block of four 
Russian 1 926 1 8k violet definitives, 
with each stamp pencil signed by 
‘Roger Calves’ was recently sold at 
Cherrystone Philatelic Auctions. 
Only two or three of the blocks of 
four are thought to exist. 

SOLD FOR £15,473 




A 1 907, 2c carmine red and black Panama 
stamp, with an inverted centre and a ‘CANAL 
ZONE’ overprint reading up was recently sold 
by Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions in the USA. The 
stamp was described as ‘one of the great rarities 
of Canal Zone,’ the auction catalogue continuing: 
‘Plass records only nine examples, all used and 
“apparently defective”. This stamp would be one 
of the nicer examples.’ 

SOLD FOR £4,969 


A Danzig 1 920 5m slate and carmine stamp with 
both the centre of the stamp and the ‘Danzig’ 
overprint inverted recently sold at Cherrystone 
Philatelic Auctions. Considered an important 
German area rarity, the stamp is one example from 
a single sheet of twenty thought to exist with the 
double error. The auction catalogue explained: 
‘One can argue that in this case, it is the frame 
which is inverted, hence both the centre vignette 
and overprint are correctly positioned to one 
another. Very few stamps from this sheet exist.’ 

SOLD FOR £9,348 



A rare cover bearing both imperforate and perforated Id reds, sent to HMS Eurydice in Jamaica/ 
Barbados on 5 November, 1855, was recently sold at Cavendish Auctions. Featuring an endorsement 
reading ‘Black Sea Fleet letter Via M [arseilles] ’ and addressed to ‘H.M.S. Eurydice, West Indies’ the 
cover had unusual franking of two GB 1 d red imperfs, both with ‘very nearly’ four margins; and 
one perforated Id red, cancelled by two ‘)*0)’. The letter was sent initially to London (15 November 
backstamp) and there sent to Barbados (6 December backstamp) before it was redirected (in red 
crayon) to ‘Jamaica. The lot was described as an ‘important exhibition item with the rare Id red 
imperfs. franking and an exceptional destination!’ 



A Bahamas 1916 ‘Special Delivery’ 

5d Staircase with inverted overprint 
and also ‘double tree trunk’ variety, 
recently sold at Warwick & Warwick. 
The variety was described as ‘a 
remarkable coincidence as it is 
thought that only two sheets of the 
inverted overprint were released and 
therefore this is probably one of only 
two examples possible’. 


SOLD FOR £3,200 


SOLD FOR £945 
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Sign up for the free Stomp & Coin Mart e-newsletter and receive news direct to your inbox every month. Sign up at: http://stamp.cm/esign-up 



In the ‘substantial and valuable’ 

Great Britain section at Warwick & 
Warwick’s recent sale, an 1840 Penny 
Black plate 1 1 sold for £915, while a 
range of 1887-1900 Jubilee values to 
1/- in UM blocks easily surpassed the 
estimate of £300 to sell for £830. 

SOLD FOR £915 



The recent Spink sale of items from 
the Vestey Collection, included a 
Trinidad Lady McLeod stamp issued 
in April 1847 for use on the ship, 
which plied its trade between Port 
of Spain and San Fernando carrying 
passengers, freight and mail. The 
auction catalogue explained that: 

‘In April 1847 the owner, David 
Bryce, made a stamp available so that 
those who wished to send letters were 
able to prepay the charge for carrying 
them on board his ship.’ 

SOLD FOR £34,000 


Internet auctions 



mpe.net 


Your quick reference price guide to recent internet sales, 
in association with delcampe.net 




SOLD FOR 
£1,536 

French 

Somali Coast 
- 75c Obock 
overprinted 0,05 
violet-brown & 
red-orange 1902 
MNH (with cert.) 












SOLD FOR £439 

Russia 1 ruble 1923 typography 
printing unissued MLH 



SOLD FOR £406 

Germany 2 kreuzer orange 
big coat of arms 1872 used 


B p - 1 -J: . f . ' 









SOLD FOR £731 

Bosnia and Herzegovina registered letter 
from Sarajevo to Venice 1903 



SOLD FOR £292 

Mail by Zeppelin from France to Brazil 
second flight to South America 1933 



SOLD FOR £914 

Egypt Aviation Congress - 
Cairo 1933 imperforated 


SOLD FOR £323 

China machine stamp 1960 letter 
from Canton to France 


Buy and sell on Delcampe, more than 
50 million collectables are waiting for you! 

http://www.delcampe.net 









VIEW 

Looking after the bottom line 



tamp collecting came of age as a hobby by 1890. By 
that date all of the major stamp catalogues (Scott in the 
US, Stanley Gibbons for British, Michel for German 
Area, and Yvert & Tellier for France and Colonies) were 

being published annually. There were hundreds of worldwide 

philatelic journals published weekly and monthly. Stamp dealer shops were 
pervasive in most big cities, and the number of serious stamp collectors 
numbered in the tens of thousands. 

The ‘second generation (so called because most of the adult collectors 
of 1890 had been children when the first stamps were issued) was so active 
because the hobby was so exciting. ‘Finds’ were still pervasive, and old 
correspondences often yielded scarce and valuable stamps. There were enough 
collectors for there to be high demand and high prices and enough older 
letters and attics from the earliest stamp days to make philatelic prospecting 

rewarding and fun. 

Postal agencies 
worldwide climbed 
onboard the stamp 
collecting popularity 
train. The 

Portuguese philatelic 
agency issued 
hundreds of long 
sets for her African 
colonies, many of 
which had little 
more Portuguese 
government than a 
Post Office and a 
flag. France was even 

more profligate with her long Peace and Commerce sets issued in the 1890s 
for her colonies, amounting to nearly 1,000 stamps. 

The United States Post Office was hardly immune from exploiting the 
1890s collector demand. In 1893, the Columbian exposition set was issued 
by the USPO. Designed by the American Bank Note Company, the set had 
$l-$5 values making it the highest value set the US had ever issued (and 
indeed would not issue a set with higher face value for another 1 00 years) . 
Sales were slower than hoped, and many of the higher value Columbians 
were destroyed. But even so, the gross to the Post Office was enormous, and 
most of the stamps were never used making the set a profit bonanza - the 
first of many times the USPO used collectors to help its bottom line. 

Canada got into the act in 1898, with the Canadian Jubilee set, marking 
the sixtieth anniversary of the rule of Queen Victoria. The Jubilee set was 
also designed by the American Bank Note Company, the values are the same 
and the designs have a similar feel to the US Columbian issue. Canada was 
a bit late to the table though. By the late 1890s, so many worldwide new 
issues, made solely for collectors, had soured philatelists. Sales of the Jubilees 
were low. Today they rank as one of the stamp world’s most popular sets. 



Canada’s Jubilee set was produced with collectors in mind, but 
today the stamps are widely regarded as classics 


John Apfelbaum has spent a lifetime learning about stamp collecting. He runs 
the venerable firm of stamp professionals Earl PL Apfelbaum, a business that has 
dealt in only stamps since 1901 and which was founded by his great grandfather. 
He can be reached at jda2006@aoL com 



The recent Sajal Philatelies Cover Auctions sale saw high 
prices achieved for rarer First Day Covers, including 
three unusual slogans, all on plain FDCs: a 1964 
Shakespeare featured a ‘Visit Bath’s Famous Assembly 
Rooms’ and sold for £310; a 1966 Birds cover showed a 
‘Bedford Charter Celebrations’ with a bird in the logo 
£160; and a 1975 Charity stamp cover with the unusual 
slogan: ‘The RAF Benevolent Fund repays the debt we 
owe’ which fetched £180. Official First Day Covers in 
the sale included a 1994 D-Day Gold Beach British 
Forces cover, signed by former Prime Minister John 
Major, which fetched £360 (pictured). 


SOLD FOR £360 



Spink recently sold 
a Barbados 1861-70 
l^d stamp, featuring 
the famous portrait 
of Britannia, which 
had been prepared 
for use, but was not 
issued. Perforated 1 1 
to 1214, the ‘grass 
green’ stamp was a 
lower right corner 
example, and was described by the auction house as 
‘the finest recorded example of this great rarity’. 


SOLD FOR £19,000 



Collectors of Gibraltar stamps had the chance to bid on 
items from the philatelic bureau’s 1993-2009 archives at 
a recent Heinrich K5hler sale. Amongst the highlights 
was the original hand painted artwork by used for a 24p 
‘Exploding Atom’ stamp . 

SOLD FOR £551 
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£100 OFF your 
next order 




Your next orders with Apex^ when you join our Auction Mailing List 

At our last auction, 93% of bidders were successful! Our bidders enjoy dealing with a reputable and trustworthy 
auction house, because we go out of our way to provide a friendly and flexible service to all our customers. 



©home Approvals 


auctions 


approvals 


FIXTURES 


about us 


*0ffer applies to any purchase made through 
Apex Stamps. Terms and conditions apply. 


Join our mailing list today at 


NOME / help I CONTACT 


Setect 


and we'll send you £100 
of vouchers against your 
next order. Not only that, 
but we'll send you our next 
catalogue absolutely free! 

For more information 
about buying and selling 
stamps, contact us today 
on +44 (0) 207 495 9497, 
or email us directly at 
admin@apexstamps.com 
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Please add me to your mailing list 


please fill out and return to: 

Apex, 399 Strand, London WC2R OLX 


Name 


Address: 


Postcode 


email 


Tel No: 




@ApexPhilatelics 


/ApexPhilatelics 


For more information about our services please contact us: 

399 Strand | London | WC2R OLX 
+44 (0)207 495 9497 | admin@apexstamps.com 
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J AMES COE (Dept. SC), 42, Trelawney Ave. Poughill, Bude EX23 9HB. 

FOR EXCELLENT GB LOTS & MIXTURES - SOLD OVER MANY YEARS. IDEAL FOR COLLECTORS OR DEALERS. 

LOOK NO FURTHER! Satisfaction guaranteed! 


GB ‘ SPECIAL OFFER’ LIST. One-Off Items! 1840 onwards. 90% QV to KGS. No great rarities - 
items priced £5 - £105! Compare our prices - you won’t find better value! List free on request! 

GBl “FREE-EXCHANGE” LOTS: Great All-Different range of Mint/Used - NO DAMAGED- QV 
to QE (1960s). No catch’ - we photograph each lot, you select the best and return the rest for one free 
exchange! We will then send you a different selection equal to the catalogue value of your returns. We 
believe this is UNIQUE to us - offering great value at l/12th. - 1/1 5th. Of Cat. Value. 

Select from: £50 Lot (Cat. Value £600) £100 Lot (Cat: ££1300/£1400) £200 Lot (Cat: £3000) 

GB2 QV ONLY LOTS 1841 - 1900 : NO DAMAGED. NO DUPLICATION. Ever popular early 
issues with Imperfs; Line Engraved; “Plates”; Surface Printed range through to 1900 with better values. 
Great value - all Good/Fine used at around 1/1 5th. Of Cat. 

Select from: £30 Lot (Cat. Approx. £450) £50 Lot (Cat. £750) £100 Lot (Cat.£1500-i-) £200 Lot 
(Cat. £3000+) 

GB3 QV ONLY SLIGHT “SECONDS”: A similar range to & content to GB2 - but all stamps will have 
minor defects - usually a pulled/short perf; small/light corner crease. NO heavy “killer” cancels! All 
very collectable and at a fraction of fine-used prices. Unbeatable at only l/30th. of Cat. Value. 

Select from: £30 Lot (Cat.Value £900) £50 Lot (Cat. £1500+) £100 Lot (Cat. £3000+)£200 Lot (Cat. 
£6500) 

GB4 QV ONLY “SECONDS”/ SPACE-FILLERS: Again a similar range to GB2 & GB3 but these will 
have heavier faults than GB3 - clipped/trimmed perfs; thin or crease. Fill those elusive gaps at lowest 
price ever @ l/80th. - 1/1 00th. Of Cat. Value. 

Select from: £15 Sampler Lot (Cat. £1200+)£25 Lot (Cat. £2500) £50 Lot (Cat.£5000) 

GB5 QV - King Edward 7th. ONLY: A good / fine-used all different selection of these ever popular 
early issues 1841 - 1910 with Line Engraved; Plates: Higher value King Ed. 7th with some fine-used 
C.D.S. examples. 

Select from: £30 Lot (Cat. £450) £50 Lot (Cat. £750) £100 Lot (Cat. £1500+) £200 Lot (Cat. 
£3000+) 


GB6 QV to King George 6th. ONLY: An extension of GB5 with good commems sets; top values to 
£1 and Postage Dues. Select from: £30 Lot (Cat. £450) £50 Lot (Cat. £750) £100 Lot (Cat. £1500+) 
£200 Lot (Cat. £3000 

GB7 MINT ONLY LOTS: All different range of QV to QE. Unmounted /mounted better definatives; 
high values; full sets. 90% of value in Pre-QE material. Great value at around l/15th. of Cat. 

Select from: £30 Lot (Cat. £400/£450) £50 Lot (Cat. £750) 

PRIVATE TREATY LOT! A really good collection of QV only. All identified and housed in good 
quality stock-book. Good / fine-used, a few mint. 1840 - 1900 with imperfs. Line Engraved, Plates and 
Surface Printed to 2/6. Unbeatable Value for these early issues. 

A SNIP at £295 (Total Cat: £6000) 

MIXTURE CORNER 

Always limited stocks of mixtures unique to us! 

GB - plus one of the better World Charity supplied UNPICKED mixtures around. 

A. WORLD WIDE (No GB) Excellent range of Commonwealth / Foreign Countries collected by 
smaller charities / fund-raisers. Plenty of better values, air mails etc and values to at least £1 or local 
equivalent. £28 per lib. 

B. GB CHARITY Great variety including Pre-Decimal issues. Commems, higher values, regional, off 
paper noticed. Far greater range than typical mixtures similarly priced. £12 per lib. 

C. GB “EARLY MIX” A good mix QV to KG6 only. 70% on paper; better values and commems - even 
mint noticed. Unsorted / Unpicked! 

Sold by weight: £12 per 500 . 

D. GB HIGH VALUE COMMEMS Great pack of good / fine-used; mounted / unmounted mint 
covering issues 1950’s onwards. 

(Low values not counted!) £12 per 150+ 


TERMS: Cheque. Postal Order or cash with order please. Returning customer vouchers welcome. 
All items photographed and sent Royal Mail Signed-For. POST FREE UK. 


Telephone enquiries welcomed 01288 359700 / 07938114897 

ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE YOU WON’T BEAT THESE PRICES! 



JOHN CURTIN LTD. 

Serious buyer... 

Every year we travel hundreds of miles throughout the U.K, Europe and Scandinavia, buying stocks, 
collections and accumulation. And we've been doing this since 1970. 

What do we buy? 

We buy virtually anything in stamps and covers, from specialised one country collections to general lots and 
accumulations, from better quality single items to complete dealer’s stocks. If it’s philatelic, we're interested. 

Why offer your stamps to us? 

I For FOUR very good reasons: 

ACCURATE VALUATIONS We have over forty years full time experience as a major buyer in the stamp trade and we buy from aii the main 
UK & Continentai auction houses. We make accurate, efficient vaiuations based on the very iatest market vaiues. 

FAIR VALUATIONS We work on high turnover with iow profit margins which means we must buy - and we pay the top market price. 
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT All our offers are backed by immediate payment. We agree a price and you get paid there and then. It’s that simple. 
HOME VISITS We travel extensively, which means we can easily arrange to view bulky, valuable collections in your own home. 



And finally... 


We buy most of our material from auction, usually at well below our “top price”. Auctioneers typically take between 15-25% 
from BOTH SIDES! If those people had sold directly to us they would have saved time, been paid more and paid immediately. 


International Stamp Dealers 
PO Box 31, Sunbury-on-Thames 
Middlesex TW16 6HS 
Tel: 01932 785635 
Fax: 01932 770523 (24 hours) 
email: jcbuying@btinternet.com 


Think about it - and then give us a ring on 01932 785635 

www.jcstamps.co.uk 


17th October 
6th-7th November 
20th November 
28th November 


Sutton Coldfield 
Stafford 

Royal National Hotel, London 
Sutton Coldfield 


5th December 
6th December 
11th December 


Litchfield 
Potters Bar 
Royal National Hotel, London 
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CANADA COMPLETE SETS 

FOUR GREAT SPECIAL OFFERS 

Here are four verv^ attractive ofEirs on 1930s - 1940s era Canadian complete sets. All stamps are m fresh well centered 
unmounted mint condition. 


SPECIAL #277 

Tl:ie last regular issue that appeared during the reign of King George V was tlris set of eleven trom 1 93 5 (SG#341 -35 1 ). It was produced by the American 
Bank Note Company. Each stamp is beauiifully engra\ ed, The lOc value shows a Royal Canadian Mounted Policeman and has long been a fa\'ourite with 
eolleclors. Price for a superb unmounted mint set is just £69.95. 


SPECIAL #278 

.Alter the death of King George V a new delinitive issue was needed. Five new higli values were issued in 1938 (SG#363-367). The designs depict scenes 
and buildings across Canada, including Uvo liarbours some six thousand kilometres apart - Halitax and Vancouver. I can supply a superb unmounted mint 
set for just £99.95. 

SPECIAL #279 

The events of World VV'ar 11 influenced this set firom 1942 llie designs show^ wartime themes and tlie King is dressed in the various uniforms of the militaty 
Here is the cumpLete set of fGiirteen (SG#375-388). Price for a superb unmounted mint set uf the War Issue is just £79.95. 


SPECT\I.#280 




Shortly after the war a new set of bigli values appeared, showing scenes or industries tfom various areas of tlie country (SG#40)’406). Here is the complete 
set ill superb unmounted mint condition. Price is just £39.95. 


Gary J. Lyon (Philatelist) Ltd. 

P.O. Box 450 - Bathurst - New Brunswick - E2A 3Z4 - Canada 

Tel: 1(506) 546-6363 - Fax 1(506) 546^6627 

Email: glstamps@nb.aibn.com - Website www.garylyon.com 



philan(;les ltd 




WE BUY STAMP COLLECTIONS 


CALL NOW FOR A VALUATION 
Our dedicated philatelists give expert opinions and 
an immediate offer for your collection. 

Avoid expensive commissions and hassle. We always pay more. 

Philangles Ltd | Carson House | 44 Legh Street 
Warrington | Cheshire | WAl lUJ 
www.philangles.co.uk 

01925 231151 or email philangles@btinternet.com 


Please mention Stamp & Coin Mart when replying to any advertisement 


NOVEMBER 20 1 5 23 







Leading Buyers 

and 

Recognised Valuers 

Serious professional buyers of all things philatelic 

Corbitts would welcome the opportunity to discuss the 
sale of your collection by your preferred method. 

PUBLIC AUCTION OUTRIGHT PURCHASE PRIVATE TREATY 

We need all types of Philatelic material from general ranges and accumulations 
to specialised studies, good singles and covers. We buy it all. 

So if you are considering selling part or all of your collection - 1 urge you to 
call now and discuss the many advantages of selling through Corbitts. 

For a friendly and personal service, call FrCCphonC 0800 525804 

and ask for David McMonagle or Richard Vincent. 










tyjSTAGJi 


ANTlCltJAl 


gPOUAflS 



5 Mosley Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NEt 1YE 

Tel: 0191 232 7268 Fax: 0191 261 4130 

Email: info@corbitts.com Website: www.corbitts.com 



PLEASE CONTACT US FOR 
A COMPLIMEN'I'ARY CA'I'ALOGUE 


Members of^ PhUatelic Traders Society * American Stamp Dealers Association • American Philatelic Society 






Share your views on the Stamp & Coin Mart iacebook page: www.facebook.com/stannpandcoinnnartnnagazine 



As we turn our thoughts toward Guy Fawkes night and putting things on the fire, 
columnist David Bailey has a modest philatelic proposal you might like to consider 


I magine it's 5 November 2016 - and 
in cities all over Britain, crowds of 
people are gathered around great big 
bonfires of stamps. Not the good stuff, 
the interesting stuff, the fine, well 
cared-for collectable stuff. The Royal Philatelic 
Collection, for instance, is safe. I mean the 
ugly, flawed and pointless rubbish that clogs up 
auction rooms, people's attics and charity shops across the land. 

On to the bonfire would go all the common stamps with 
weak corners, clipped perforations, thins, tears, creases, stains, 
rust spots, washed or faded colours and surface rubs. I've seen 
whole stockbooks full of Wilding low values with wavy line 
cancels; they could all go straight on the fire. QV stamps with 
'killer' cancels are overdue for cremation; let's do it now. And 
the same goes for Id plates with unreadable numbers, 'Average 
Mint' stamps encrusted 
with hinges - and all those 
decimal commemoratives with 
postcode slogan cancels. Yes, 

Royal Mail, we 
got the message - but it 
cost a decade's worth of 
ruined stamps. 

We needn't stop at 
mainstream GB. British 
locals? Burn the lot. And 
every stamp from any other 
island with a population in 
single figures. Every stamp in the Gibbons' Appendices would 
go on too. Gibbons thought they were excessive; they were right. 
And there'll never be any evidence of real-world use. So chuck the 
whole lot on. 

What about Soviet-block countries and their plot to destroy 
capitalism by flooding our markets with CTO stamps? Most of 
them relate to the countries that issued them and they did take 
pride in their designs - so they stay off the bonfire. 

But every faked-up 'collectable variety', every intentional error 
and every set of progressive proofs would go straight on the fire. 
Legitimised printer's waste is not collectable. Bogus stamps from 
real countries are evidence of fraud. But once guilt has been 
established, the stamps can go to blazes. And as for bogus stamps 
from bogus countries — burning's too good for them. But it'll 
have to do. 

Forgeries? Useful for reference. But facsimiles? On they have 


to go. Once you go down that route where do you stop? A good 
looking album full of fakes. 

And of course we needn't stop at the stamps. 

There's all those cheap stockbooks with curving pages, so the 
stamps on one side won't come out and the stamps on the other 
side won't stay in. They will at least burn well. 

Then there are all those ancient, picked-over albums with 
ragged binders, broken spines, yellowing pages and more hinge- 
remainders than stamps. There's nothing in them now worth 
having. Chuck 'em on. 

All the schoolboy or schoolgirl collections can go on the fire as 
well. They all have much the same stamps in them and none of 
them are any good. What — even the albums with the child's name 
and address on the inside front cover - and the steadily growing 
total of stamps? They go on the fire with the rest of them. This is 
no time for sentiment. 

Home made albums can all go 
on without a second's thought. 
Anyone too mean to spend a few 
pounds on an album will not be 
spending money on decent stamps. 
Circulated club books can go on 
the fire as well; a dozen keen and 
knowledgeable club members will 
have pored over these and extracted 
any good or useful stamps. Will 
there be anything of value left? Who 
knows? And it would only take one 
or two good stamps to repay the 
purchase price. OK then, a last look through. Then on they go. 

Old catalogues could be spared from the bonfire. But only to be 
burnt in the grate. The numbers will have changed; the values were a 
fantasy from the start and now inflation has made them meaningless. 

Dealer price lists are different; these are real world prices for the 
day month and year; preserve them. 

There are too many First Day Covers in the world; far too many 
to be burnt in a single evening. So let's start with anything dog- 
eared — or even slightly foxed - or hand written after I960. And 
any cover with a fancy cancel but only one stamp from a set of 
five. They're all a waste of space. Burn them. 

So what would we have left when the fires die down? A pile of 
ashes, few smouldering catalogues, some spring steel and ring binders 
from albums — and a hobby, purged of garbage, ready for a new start. 

What do you think? Share your views using the address on page 4. 



British locals? Burn the lot. 
And every stamp from any 
other island with a population 
in single figures. 
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SEPAC Stamp Competition 2015 

Vote for the most beautiful SEPAC stamp and win year 
collections from all the members issuing SEPAC stamps! 



Kalaallit Nunaat 


Gr0nland 


’ 17 KR 




ISLE OF MAN 




jersey postcard 


Guernsey 


uxembourg 


HOWTO VOTE: (Closing date: 31st December 2015) 

1. Go to http://www.sepacstamps.eu/contest/stamp-competition-2015/ 

2. Register by clicking on the button "Login" located at the top right hand corner of 
the website (if already registered, simply login using your username and password) 

3. Once registered, login and mark the stamp of your choice 

You may only cast one vote; however if during the course of the competition you 
wish to know how your favourite stamp is doing, you can log onto the webpage 

again to see the latest voting figures. 

Alternatively you can also place your vote by emailing us on info@sepacstamps.eu 
(Simply add the country you would like to vote for on the subject line). 




Q. How to Build a Good S tamp Collection? 
A. (Hint) If it's easy - maybe it is TOO easy... 
10+ 'TOP TIPS' for Successful Collecting 

As many of you know I made the decision to give up 
collecting when I started full-time in the trade 43 years ago. But 
here's what I perceive as a mistake I made in terms of re-sale 
value and in enjoyment. If you are not bothered about VALUE 
then you don't need to read further... 


What I collected then was easy to source. It was 
good quality. They were (and still are) lovely stamps 
but they would be worth less now than when I col- 
lected and that’s more than 40 years ago. The basic 
mistake I made then was thinking that 'easy’ made 
for a good stamp collection. Yes, 'easy’ made for a 
lovely collection but I could buy those same stamps 
- in the SAME quality - from any number of differ- 
ent sources. I still can today ... so if I can buy them 
easily today - will their value have appreciated? Has 
demand for what is/was easily available increased? 
The answer is a firm NO. 

TIP As an 'aside’. In particular be wary of 'inertia’ sell- 
ing delivery systems - where you pay on direct debit 
/ standing order system / monthly invoice. These sys- 
tems usually hide the highest mark-ups in our in- 
dustry and the lowest recovery value when it comes 
to sale. You are going to find this story particularly 
incredible - but about 13 years ago I was once called 
to clear a house-full of stamps. The owner had died 
leaving many lOO’s of unopened New Issue deliv- 
ery envelopes. I opened one of the oldest envelopes. 
Inside was a note from the supplier saying sorry they 


had not delivered the MINT 1929 PUC £1 ! Ah well, 
I thought "such is life” - the collection included both 
mint Wembleys -i- literally masses more. Imagine my 
surprise when the next envelope opened included a 
MINT PUC £1 with a note sa 3 dng "we found one for 
you” (and then the realisation that this High Value 
stamp had lain inside the same envelope for so long 
that it had a large brown 'rust-spot’ on the reverse! 

Returning to subject: So, what forms the basis of 
a GOOD stamp collection if I want ‘resale VALUE’? 

TIP 1). The answer is, as usual, a combination of fac- 
tors . . . BUT, if you think in terms of desirability and 
then dial in quality ... this makes for a collection 
that others will wish to purchase. Of course collect- 
ing means that some of the stamps you source will be 
easily available . . . but if ALL the stamps you collect 
are easily available and on average they cost very 
little each ... then you may have 1,000’s of different 
stamps whose value lies in the actual handling cost 
of the supplier - not in their intrinsic value. So when 
it comes to selling this may result in little / no inter- 
est. Of course it goes without saying TIP - Always 
collect the Best quality that you can afford. 


Where Do I Source Good Stamps ? 


2) . Sadly, in some senses, the Philatelic World has 
changed. Gone are the days when in 1980 100,000 
different Collectors descended upon the 1980 Inter- 
national Stamp Exhibition at Earls Court. I know be- 
cause I was there. An International Stamp Show in 
the 'west’ today may be lucky to see 10,000 visitors. A 
stamp fair today in a local village / town may be lucky 
to see 30 visitors let alone 20 actual buyers ... when 
you consider that 15 dealers may have travelled to 
such a venue - is it any surprise that many Collec- 
tors may see the same stamps they saw at that same 
venue a month before? 

3) . No, the answer is that Stamp Collecting is alive and 
well - stamp shops are almost non-existent, fortunately 
there’s still a few left - but ‘underground’ - on-line, by mail- 
order and at auction things are still ‘humming’ depending 
upon whom you are dealing with. So, let’s look at 
potentially / probably the biggest sourcing area of the 


hobby apart from retail which is fairly self- 
explanatory ... and that is bidding / buying at 
Stamp Auction. 

4). Nowadays there are three types of stamp 
auction: - Pure Internet / Public - (including on-line 
bidding) / Postal (Mail-Bid Sales - including on-line). 
Each has its strengths and weaknesses. Let’s start 
with Pure Internet live auctions, I won’t mention 
names but in some senses these are today’s equiva- 
lent of the 'Wild West’. As fast as these internet Giants 
catch up with the some of the crooks using them, the 
crooks move a step ahead . . . many internet bidders 
using them are 'hooked’. 

TIP 4a). They have become 'live auction obsessed’ 
unwilling / not capable of looking elsewhere - thinking 
that bidding / buying this way guarantees value which 
it does not. What happens when they come to sell? 

Please turn to PAGE 39 
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GB SIDELINES 


Delegate books and folders 


PACKS li'' CARDS 


Little has been written on these fascinating and intriguing delegate books and folders. They were 
souvenirs produced by postal administrations to hand out to delegates at international philatelic 
conferences. Inside the book or folder was a selection of recently issued stamps by that country, 
either in stamp mounts or hinged. These delegate books ranged in design from hardback books, 
paperback booklets or larger folders, which contained smaller booklets inside. They were not 
available to buy and produced in limited numbers, so can be difficult to obtain. 

The oldest example we have seen with GB stamps is the 1 947 Atlantic City Delegate Folder. 
This delegate folder was presented on the occasion of the Conferences of the International 
Telecommunication Union in Atlantic City, United States of America, 1 947. The folder contains 
seventeen postage stamps from l/2d to 10/-. However, there are delegate book examples from 
other countries, such as Japan, dating backing to the late 19th century. 

The books were also a chance for the postal administrators to promote new stamp types. For 
example, in the 1959 Geneva delegate book there are details on the trialling of special graphite- 
lined stamps to be used by a new machine called a British automatic letter facer. 

The 1982 Vienna delegate book is the most recent GB example we have observed. This hardback 
book was presented to delegates at the CEPT Plenary Assembly held at Vienna on 14-25 June, 1982. 
It consists of nineteen pages with stamp sets from London 1980 to the 1982 Theatre Europa issue. 

Due to the scarcity of these items, the price of delegate books has risen in recent years. 


Discover more about Delegate Books and Folders by checking out the Packs & Cards website 
www.PacksAndCards.com or call: 01252 360530; email info@packsandcards.com; 

Packs & Cards, Oaklands House, Reading Road North, Fleet, Hampshire GU51 4AB. 

I Royal Mail Stamps 


'1 



i| The British Post Office 


From top: The cover and inside pages of the 1 947 Atiantic City Deiegate Foider; cover and inside pages of the 1 976 
Berne Deiegate Bookiet Foider 


POSTMARKS 

The European 
Bread Museum 


The Great British Bake Q^has returned 
to our television screens and judges Paul 
Hollywood and Mary Berry are already 
setting complicated bread making tasks for 
the contestants, writes David Gwynn. This 
set me thinking about a postmark from 
Germany that I had squirrelled away in 
my collection. 

Dating from 1981 the postmark 
celebrates ten years of the European Bread 
Museum at Mollenfelde. The postmark is 
oval and is illustrated with the Museum’s 
crest which includes an ear of wheat and 
some distinctive loaves of bread. The card 
carrying the postmark also has a red circular 
cachet featuring the crest and the legend 
‘Europaisches Brotmuseum’. 

Today the Museum is in a new home 
in a former stately home at Ebergotzen in 
southern Lower Saxony. Here visitors can 
follow the history of both grain farming in 
Europe and the history of bread making. 
There are reconstructed early ovens, a 
windmill and a watermill, bread wagons and 
other related machinery and implements. 

Britain does not seem to have a dedicated 
bread museum, yet Germany has another 
three in addition to this one. Greece also has 
a European Bread Museum, and there are 
others scattered throughout Europe. Plenty 
of inspiration for Mr Hollywood and Mrs 
Berry and their fiendish challenges! 
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CINDERELLAS 


Eatons stationery labels 


I t has long puzzled me that people who 
have the bright idea of advertising their 
wares or businesses on the backs or 
bottom left-fronts of postal envelopes 
should then mar the impact by using 
poster stamps or advertising labels that miss a 
golden opportunity to attract attention. 

Their advertising material ranks as inferior 
when compared, for instance, with that of 
the postage stamp accompanying it on the 
envelope, writes Ed Fletcher. 

Nobody could lay that charge against the Eaton Paper Corporation, issuers 
of a set of ten labels which made their appearance at the 1939 New York 
World s Fair; not on sale, but giveaways to every purchaser of a box of Eatons 
stationery. Each stamp depicted a subject familiar to New Yorkers: Central 
Park, Brooklyn Bridge, a liner steaming past the Statue of Liberty, an aircraft 
passing over Manhattan’s skyscrapers, a Pennsylvania Rail Road train arriving, 
and more, making them a striking advertisement for the vibrant city, with the 
legend Eatons Fine Letter Papers along the top of each label. 

They very soon joined the ranks of highly desirable United States 
Cinderellas, with collectors attracted by their rich colours and even more by 
the high quality of their engraving. A closer look at the very bottom of each 
label showed who was responsible for that immaculate workmanship, the 
American Bank Note Company, the engravers who gave us classic stamps 
such as the 1860 Queen Victoria, Nova Scotia 81^ cent. Little wonder that 
Eatons Stationery Labels were so eagerly snapped up and so many stored in 
albums rather than stuck on envelopes. 

Their engraved and printed excellence gave rise to a small problem a 
decade and more later when the New York World’s Fair of 1939 had faded 
from memory, and at about the time when the US Post Office began to 
issue an increasing number of commemorative stamps not too dissimilar in 
size to Eaton’s giveaways. Perhaps while rummaging through their stationery 
cupboards for stamps to fix to letters, absent-minded junior clerks seem to 
have decided the labels that fell from boxes of Eaton paper must be recently 
issued commemorative postage stamps. Many were pasted on top right- 
hand corners of envelopes; and enough went through sorting office hands 
to form a highly desirable group of postally used advertising labels. Lesson: 
if you plan to enter the stick-it-on-an-envelope poster stamp revival, engage 
the very best engraver and printer your budget allows. 

Thanks to Steve Levine (slwarking on eBay.com) for use of the image. See his 
online eBay shop for more interesting items 



One from the set of ten issued by 
Eaton’s Fine Letter Papers in 1939 


POST & GO 


Post Office Kiosks 

In 2008 at the Post Ofiice in the 
Galleries at Bristol a kiosk, or 
machine, was installed that weighed 
letters and small parcels and 
dispensed stamps, it was supplied by 
the German IT company Wincor 
Nixdorf, writes Stuart Leigh. Over the 
next few years they appeared at some 
200 post oftices across the UK. 

To start with they issued five 
denominations of stamps: 1st Class 
to lOOg, 1st Large to lOOg, Europe 
to 20g, Worldwide to lOg and 
Worldwide to 20g. Stamps were 
printed in strips of a maximum 
of five, which was fine, until the 
Birds designs came along with six 
different images! 

In October 2011, when a sixth 
value was added to the range 
(Worldwide to 40g) the software was 
modified so that a strip of stamps Tor The Collector’ was an available 
option on the menu which gave one of each value in two strips of three. 

It was at Harpenden, Hertfordshire, at the end of February 
2014 that a new generation of Kiosks supplied by NCR Corp 
(originally known as Nation Cash Register). This machine has 
two printers and two reels of stamp as well as the six standard 
stamp values, they can also dispense 2nd Class and 2nd Large. In 
addition they can dispense a whole range of ‘Open Value’ stamps 
for letters, parcels, including Special Delivery, Tracked, Signed 
For, and differing VAT codes. Put simply, the NCR machines can 
process almost all Royal Mail and Parcelforce products that are 
usually available at the Post Office counter. They are known as 
Self Service ‘Postal Kiosks’ (SSKs), however a post office person 
needs to be available at all times to sanction some of the services. 

During 2014 the NCR machines started to replace the Wincor 
Nixdorf machines and by early 2015 the last one was retired to the 
BPMA for posterity. There are currently over 500 kiosks in nearly 
200 locations across the UK. 

Following trials, at Crewe and Bradford North in February 2015, 
a third design of machine has been installed at Royal Mail Delivery 
(or Enquiry) Offices. The kiosk from Crewe has been relocated to 
Mount Pleasant EO, with others at Kingston upon Thames, Croydon 
and Doncaster EOs. This range of machines is known as the M (or 
Mailcentres) Series, and is supplied by Intelligent AR Ltd. 

In addition to the facility of having two reels / printers the M Series 
can perform other functions. These machines also accept payment for 
‘Postage Due’, VAT and Customs Duty. A receipt is issued, that can 
then be given to the office staff for collection of the letter / package. It 
is envisaged that further duties will be available in the future. 

These machines or kiosks are the only ones that have been used 
by the Post Office and Royal Mail that are available to the general 
public on the high street. There are quite a few more that have 
been used at exhibitions, stamp shows and museums, which will 
be detailed in a future issue. 
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Chaucer Auctions hosts a live online auction every two weeks of 
autographs, signed first day covers, RAF Museum cavers. Navy 
covers, Concorde covers and memorabilia, space autographs, prints 
signed books, historical ephemera and much more. 


We do not charge you for listing, image or catalogue fees. We simply 
take 15% (18% inci VAT) of the hammer price. 


We are happy to take individual items or entire collections 


Check out our next auction 


Our online auctions are a great place for you to grab a bargain and 
join in the fun of bidding live. 

Visit www.chaucercovers.cam and click on the Live Auction banner 
to view the lots in our next auction. Every auction is over 700 lots 
and covers most subject areas: from rare investment quality items to 
bargain bin-end lots. We host each auction on two different 
platforms: it's up to you who you choose as both platforms run 
simultaneously. We have an audio feed guiding you through each lot 
and you can bid live on a PC or a tablet. 


Chaucer Covers, Webster House, 24 Jesmond Street, 
Folkestone. Kent. CT19 5QW 

For sales enquiries, advice and orders, call 0800 1701314 
To email us, or request a FREE auction catalogue, email your details 
to sales@chaucercollectables.co.uk 
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FIRST DAY COVERS 


The Princess paintings 



As mentioned in previous FDC columns, 

I think you can tell when a cover producer 
really knows what they are doing, writes Brian 
Austin. This 1994 issue marked the 25th 
Anniversary of the Prince of Wales Investiture 
and each stamp featured one of his paintings. 

Rather than get a postmark at one of the places 
featured on the stamp, the dealer here went for 
a name connection and found a Post Office in 
Prince Charles Avenue in Derby, he could have 
also chosen Mount Charles or Princeville, and 
they all sell for around £15. 

Any issue with a Royalty connection would, 
of course, start a hunt for Buckingham Palace 
and Windsor Castle CDS postmarks which 
both sell for around £75. 

Those keen-eyed readers may have spotted 
that the cover also has another £1.50 Castle 
High Value (Caernarfon Castle, which 
matches the illustration). This was added to 
make up the rate to get it registered and receive a CDS postmark, 
but does not leave space for the registration label which is on the 
back; the label is one of the big blue ones they had started using 


and, with the Guaranteed Delivery sticker, covers nearly the whole 
back of the cover. Strictly there should have also been blue lines on 
the cover, but maybe they were let off putting these on. 


FORGERIES 

Cheap fakes from the sheikdoms 


The stamps of Trucial sheikdoms are likely amongst the most disliked 
in the world of stamps, writes Keijo Kortelainen. Though true that 
the various philatelic agencies involved flooded the stamp markets 
with huge numbers of new issues that saw very little if any postal 
usage. I’ve always felt a bizarre personal attraction to these stamps, 
but I was very surprised when I started discovering various forgeries. 

As an example I’ve chosen a 1971 Ajman stamp commemorating 
the 1 3th World Scout Jamboree but plenty of other agency issues 
exist as similar forgeries in large numbers. 

The genuine stamp (on the left) has comb perforation of 
and is printed on what I’d describe as regular stamp paper. The 
design appears very sharp and detailed, and filled areas, such as the 
blue border, are solid. 

The forgery (on the right) has been printed on somewhat thick 
and glossy paper with line perforation of 10. The output appears 
blurred, and if looking at filled areas a very rough half-tone 
pattern is clearly visible. Very likely these forgeries are based on a 
photocopy of the original. 

It may seem totally unexplainable why stamps such as these would 
be forged, but I think the reason is two-fold. 

Firstly, most of the original stamps were printed for the stamp 
trade and as such the forgeries were likely manufactured to overcome 
a shortage of the originals. Even though these stamps would sell 



at a penny a piece inside a stamp packet, there’s still some profit 
to be made because printing them is even cheaper. 

Secondly, Ajman (and other Trucial sheikdoms) are literally 
speaking ‘dead countries’; there is very little chance of getting 
caught or facing legal claims made by the issuing authorities. In 
the end there are very few people who study and collect these 
seriously enough to notice these forgeries, but these examples 
demonstrate that absolutely anything can and will be forged. 
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Great Britain iiiustrated 
Price List 1840 - 2015 


Phone or write for your free copy of our latest 56 page list or visit our website 



p.n*, Sf-I Stamps 

selected pftefs Autumn £014 


www.britishstamps.com 



Swan Stamps 



PO Box 501 Torquay, Devon TQ1 9FE 
Phone: 01803 323430 emaii: steve@britishstamps.com 



THE CUTTING EDGE IN APPROVALS 


Saracen Stamps started 9 years ago and has 
quickly grown from a small fledgling concern 
into one of the premier approvals businesses 
in the UK 


We stock 95% of all the countries of the world 
Our prices start as low as 10% of catalogue. 
All our books are carefully prepared from our 
stock of high quality stamps 


We believe in rewarding customers for their commitment to us 

-Loyalty scheme. Up to 30% discount 

-Bonus Points. Up to £25 free credit 

-Introduce a Friend. Up to £100 cash or free credit 

-Probate & Disposal of your collection. Free service 

As you can see from all the eomments below our eustomers are not disappointed 

Peter Halford, Talbot Green- It is many years since I last had approvals and 
like many, my stamps tend to be from e-bay. I had forgotten the pleasure 
of being able to examine stamps at home at leisure. I very much enjoy 
the experience. 

Robert Flammen, Maghull- I am very happy with what you send me. You are the 
only dealer to have this material, so keep going. 

A. Ellis, Llandudno- 1 find your stamp approvals very exciting and with more 
funds, I would purchase more. 

Copies of original letters are available on request. 


10 Broomfield Rise, Abbots Langley, Herts, WD5 OHN Tel. 01923 269775, email saracenstamps@ntlworld.com 



Call us on 01923 269775 or e-mail; or eomplete the eoupon stating eountries you 
would like us to supply. View in the eomfort of your own home for up to 14 days 
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Dealers with Integrity 



THE CUTTING EDGE 
IN APPROVALS 

Visit our website 
www.saracenstamps.co.uk 


Postcode: Tel.:(Home). 

Countries that t want: 
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Military mementoes 

As Stamp & Coin Mart and the British Forces Philatelic Service launch a limited edition 
commemorative cover to mark Rememberance Day, we speak to Darrell Drury of the BFPS 
to discover the history of the military covers and find out what makes them so unique 


E arlier this year Royal Mail 
celebrated fifty years of 
special stamps as it looked 
back on the designs issued 
in 1965 to celebrate the 
country, its people and achievements. It 
was during this period that the British 
Forces Post Office began its working 
relationship with Royal Mail, launching 
its own philatelic bureau with its own 
separate branch within the Postal and 
Courier Service. 

This bureau closed in 2012 and 
since then the Forces Philatelic Bureau 
has been outsourced as now part of 
the British Forces Philatelic Service 
(BFPS), a registered Community 
Interest Company. The philatelic 
organisation was set up by two retired 
officers to ensure the provision of a 
military philatelic service and to benefit 
the community it serves, our Armed 
Forces’ charities. BFPS operates under 
licence from the MOD and BFPO 
and is authorised to use the British 
Forces Postal Service commemorative 
handstamp and military insignia 
allowed under its MOD licence. 

From its founding in 2012, BFPS has 
set out to commemorate military and 
state occasions. Some 42 commemorative 
covers have been released, marking events 
such as Her Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee, 
the 75 th Anniversary of the Dambusters 
and, more recently, the 75 th Anniversary 
of the Battle of Britain. BFPS has 
subscribers and customers from around 
the world who regularly access the online 
shop to purchase these special covers. 

‘We work closely with sponsors to 
produce covers to commemorate an 
event or an anniversary,’ explains Darrell 
Drury. ‘We are busy planning our events 
for next year as well as pencilling in 
possibilities for the following five years. 


Our current projects for the immediate 
future include further commemorative 
covers to mark the centenary of key 
events during the First World War. 

‘I became involved with BFPS through 
my hobby of collecting Royal Engineer 
first day and commemorative covers,’ 
Darrell continues. ‘I have around 560 
covers in my collection and whilst I was 
collecting these I discovered that there was 
nothing I could use as a reference to find 
out more about my collection. So I built 
a website (www.refdc.co.uk) that shows 
every different Royal Engineer cover that 
I knew was out there. It is a “work in 
progress” as covers come up from time to 
time that I have not seen before. 

‘One evening back in Eebruary 2012 
I received an e-mail from Graham 
Meacher about refdc.co.uk which led 
onto a discussion about BEPS and its 
future. The next thing I knew was that 
I was invited to work with Graham 
and Denis at BEPS in helping to set 
up and manage the BEPS website. My 
collecting hobby has never been the 
same since. Things have moved on in 
these three short years and I have now 
become more involved in the business 
from website, marketing and occasional 
liaison with potential customers. 

‘BEPS offers collectors a small slice of 
military history’ says Darrell. ‘By buying 
a cover from us you are not only buying 
into the actual event but, more often than 
not, the historical moment itself Where 
we can, we get the covers handled, flown, 
carried and signed by those people taking 
part in that piece of history. Our online 
shop bears witness to that.’ 

Eor Darrell, the BEPS offers 
something a little different to other 
first day covers, being the only postal 
authority, apart from Royal Mail, to be 
able to use special handstamps to cancel 


Above, from left: 
recent covers 
include BFPS 3163 
recalling Operation 
Chastise of 16-17 
May 1943, signed by 
Prime Minister David 
Cameron; BFPS 3181 
commemorating the 
redesignation of the 
Desert Rat and signed 
by Len Burritt the ‘first 
Desert Rat’; and BFPS 
3192 marking the 
200th anniversary of 
the charge of the Scots 
Greys, signed by Lt Col 
Ben Cattermole MBE 


Stamp & Coin Mart 
subscribers can 
purchase BFPS covers 
with a special five 
percent discount by 
quoting the code: 
‘SCM5’ on the website: 
www.bfps.org.uk 
Offer valid until 
7 November, 201 5 


UK postage stamps. ‘That not only 
makes us different but unique,’ he says. 
‘This uniqueness is what attracts many 
collectors. Over the years BEPS special 
handstamps have become the standard 
“must-have” on military-related covers. 
Many thousands of covers have had a 
BEPS handstamp used on them. Our 
latest BEPS serial number of 3195 
shows that it has been a very long 
tradition for military covers and one 
that we intend to keep going. 

‘I can say honestly that when I look 
at the covers we have produced not 
only does each tell me a story, but also 
I get an immense feeling of pride from 
being involved in their production. 
Perhaps the most notable for me were 
two sets we produced; one being the 
set of three for the 70th Anniversary 
of the Dambusters Raids and the other 
set being for the 200th Anniversary of 
Waterloo. There were stunning images 
on both sets. However, our latest cover 
“BEPS 3195 - We Will Remember 
Them” has taken the lead for me 
with its image of original artwork 
“The Poppy Tree” by the Army Artist 
Richard Salter. This image truly invokes 
the Act of Remembrance for me.’ 

Find out more at: www.bjps.org.uk 


Claim your FREE limited edition cover 

Stamp & Coin 
Mart have worked 
with the BEPS to 
produce a special, 
limited edition 
commemorative 
cover featuring Richard Salter’s The Poppy Tree artwork, 
worth £20. Join Stamp & Coin Mart and we’ll send you a 
cover free of charge. But hurry, there are only fifty covers to 
be claimed. See page 56 for full details of this exclusive offer. 
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FROM NY NEW LIST 
WHICH IS FREE UPON REQUEST 



THE ABNORMAL ONE SHILLING GREEN PLATE 14 WATERMARK SPRAY. Spec 

J114. Lettered EE. The numeral cancellation almost certainly '468' of Llondovery, clipped/ 
trimmed at left side (wing margin) and trimmed in part at right. Otherwise fine. This is the 
rarest of the true abnormals and also one of the rarest stamps of Great Britain. Only five 
examples are known all used, being AI, AL, CL, DH and EE. Of these AL is in the Royal 
collection and CL in the Phillips collections. National Postal Museum. DH was formally 
in the Maximus and Iseham collections and is now owned privately. EX DR Douglas Latto 
F.R.P.S.L and Michael Rubin collections. Royal certificate accompanies.(1971). 


FOREMOST 
ON QUALITY 


JOHN LAMONBY 

FINE BRITISH ADHESIVES 


Our new listing of 
Great Britain is ready now 


V/SA 


Callers by appointment 

211 Old Castle Street, Portchester, Hampshire P016 9QW, Great Britain, 

Tel: 02392378035 
E-mail: lamonby(^aol.com www.johnlamonby.com rygr 
ESTABLISHED IN PHILATELY FOR OVER 35 YEARS 
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After a strict embrago, we can now reveal full details of the ‘Long to Reign Over Us’ miniature sheet 
issued by Royal Mail on 9 September to celebrate the Queen becoming Britain’s longest reigning monarch 


T hanks to a press 

embargo from Royal 
Mail and ‘the Palace’ 
last month we were 
left in the frustrating 
situation of having details of the 
secretive miniature sheet released 
on 9 September to mark the Queen 
becoming Britain’s longest reign, 
and not being able to publish images 
or complete descriptions. With 
the landmark behind us and the 
miniature sheet released, we can now 
bring you full details. 

The miniature sheet commemorates 
the Queen becoming Britain’s longest 
reigning monarch on 9 September, 
when she surpassed Queen Victoria’s 
reign of 63 years and 216 days, and the 
first of the five stamps gives a nod to 
Elizabeth IPs great-great-grandmother. 
The first of the three 1st Class values, 
the stamp shows William Wyon’s City 
Medal, featuring a portrait of the then 
fifteen-year-old Princess which would 
later be adapted for use on the famous 
Penny Black stamp in 1840. 

Moving along the sheet we next see 
Dorothy Wilding’s three-quarter profile 
photograph of Her Majesty which was 
one of a series taken in April 1952 
and was printed on British postage 
stamps from 1952 until 1967. The first 
definitive stamps of the Queen’s reign 
are widely known as ‘Wildings’ as a 


result of the photographer’s work. 

The third 1st Class stamp will be 
more familiar to the general public, 
as it features the ubiquitous Machin 
definitive design first introduced 
in 1967 and based on a sculpture 
by Arnold Machin. For the special 
occasion this version of the stamp 
is coloured purple and features an 
iridescent overprint reading ‘Long to 
Reign Over Us’. According to Royal 
Mail this definitive will replace the 
current red version for the next 
twelve months. 

Two £1.52 values complete the 
sheet. The first shows the Badge of 
the House of Windsor, featuring a 
depiction of the Round Tower of 
Windsor Castle flying the Royal 
Standard. The badge was approved 
by King George VI in Council at 
Buckingham Palace. 

The second £1.52 stamp features the 
design from the Queen’s Personal Flag 
which was designed at Her Majesty’s 
request in I960 to be displayed in 
Commonwealth countries. The design 
features a gold ‘E’ with a crown, 
surrounded by a garland of roses, and 
symbolises the Queen’s role as Head of 
the Commonwealth. 

The stamps went on sale on 
9 September at www.royalmail. 
com/theroyalconnection. The usual 
selection of philatelic souvenirs are 


For your chance to win one of ten 'Long to Reign Over 
Us' presentation packs, courtesy of Royal Mail, simply 
answer the question below: 

On what date did Queen Elizabeth II become Queen? 

Enter online at: www.stampandcoinmart.co.uk 



Closing date: 13 November, 2015. 

Postal entries also accepted, please quote code SCM2081. 

Winner picked at random from correct entries. Editor's decision is final. 


Stamp details 

Issue date: 9 September, 2015 

Design: Sedley Place 

Printer: International Security Printers, 

Print process: Intaglio and iridescent ink; Machin 
definitive by gravure 
Perforations: 15 x 14 
1st Class - William Wyon's City Medal 
1st Class - Dorothy Wilding's three-quarter 
profile of Queen Elizabeth II 
1st Class - Purple Machin design 
£1 .52 - The Badge of the House of Windsor 
£1.52 - Queen's Personal Flag 
Note: all four larger stamps also feature the Machin head 
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available with the issue, including a 
presentation pack; first day covers; 
six stamp cards, including one card 
showing the full sheet; individually 
numbered Press Sheets containing 
four Long to Reign Over Us miniature 
sheets, limited to 2,015 copies; a retail 
stamp book; coin cover; and even a 
framed version of the miniature sheet 
priced at £15. 

Of course. Royal Mail have 
released other unannounced stamp 
issues in the past, most notably for 
sporting victories, including the 
2005 Ashes win and Andy Murray’s 
2013 Wimbledon triumph. This 
latest miniature sheet might not have 
been the most well kept secret, with 
schedules and postmarks hinting at the 
stamp issue, and Royal Mail, it seems, 
may have been preoccupied with the 
even more top secret Star Wars issue. 

As detailed elsewhere in this issue, you 
can claim your free Star Wars postcards 
with the December and January issues 
of Stamp & Coin Mart. 
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Stamp details 


star Wars 

Issue date: 20 October, 2015 

Design: Interabang (illustrations by Malcolm Tween) 
Printer: International Security Printers, lithography 
Stamp Size: 35mm x 35mm 
1st Class - Darth Vader (Corner Image: 

Luke Skywalker and Darth Vader) 

1st Class - Yoda (Corner Image: 

Yoda & Luke Skywalker) 

1st Class - Obi-Wan Kenobi (Corner Image: 

Obi Wan Kenobi and Luke Skywalker) 

1st Class - Stormtrooper (Corner Image: 

Darth Vader and Stormtroopers) 

1st Class - Han Solo (Corner Image: Chewbacca) 

1st Class - Rey (Corner Image: Rey and Bb8) 

1st Class - Princess Leia (Corner Image: R2D2 and C-3PO) 
1st Class - The Emperor 

(Corner Image: Anakin Skywalker) 

1st Class - Luke Skywalker (Corner Image: Obi Wan 
Kenobi & Luke Skywalker) 

1st Class - Boba Fett - (Corner Image: fellow bounty 
hunters Dengar, lg-88 and Bossk) 

1st Class - Finn (Corner Image: Rey and Finn) 

1st Class - Kylo Ren (Corner Image: Captain Phasma) 


IMAIL 

THE FORCE 


Royal Mail’s new Star Wars stamps are set to be 
hugely popular with collectors and fans of the film. 
In the first of a two-part guide to the issue, we detail 
the eighteen stamps that will perhaps be used to send 
British post to locations ‘far, far away’ 


successful Star Wars stamps were 
issued in 2007, but they haven’t 
‘gone to the dark side’, the stamps 
bring more attention to the hobby 
and don’t detract from any other, 
more philatelic, traditional issue. 


Stamp details 

The Star Wars characters are 
depicted across twelve 1st Class 
stamps, priced at £7.56 for the set, 
each showing the denomination in 
the familiar Star Wars font, while 
a miniature sheet (£3.78) includes 
another six 1st Class values depicting 
vehicles from the films. 

The artwork for the twelve stamps 
has been created by British artist 
Malcolm Tween, and fans of the older 
films will instantly recognise nine of 
the popular characters shown. Three 
of the stamps, meanwhile, show 


I t may be thought of as an 
American franchise, created 
by California’s George Lucas, 
starring US actors such as 
Harrison Ford and Carrie 
Fisher, and recently bought for an 
eye-watering $4 billion by Disney, 
but the Star Wars film franchise has 
strong links with Britain, as Royal 
Mail are keen to point out with this 
ambitious set of stamps. 

‘Disney’s decision to base 
production in the UK is a major 
contributor to the British film 
industry,’ a Royal Mail press release 
reads. ‘Not only is it providing 
employment and exposure for British 
acting talent, it also employs the 
British technical expertise in set 
design, cinematography, and costume 
design at Pinewood Studios. In the 
field of digital special effects, London 
is already a world centre, and the 
effects for the new Star Wars film 
have been created by the London 
office of Industrial Light & Magic 
(Lucasfilm’s special effects company).’ 

Yes, this stamp set has its sights 
set on non-collectors, with fans of 
the films sure to be tempted to dip 
their toes into the world of stamps 
for the first (and one hopes not the 
last) time, but that’s no bad thing. 
Royal Mail have followed the lead of 
the US Postal Service, whose hugely 


Miniature sheet 

Issue date: 20 October, 2015 

Design: GBH 

Printer: International Security Printers, lithography 

Stamp Size: 35mm x 35mm 

1st Class - X-wing starfighters (two stamps) 

(60mm X 21mm, landscape) 

1st Class - AT-AT walkers (41mm x 30mm, landscape) 

1st Class - TIE fighters (new) (27mm x 37mm, portrait) 
1st Class - TIE fighters (classic) (35mm x 37mm, portrait) 
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With two more films to come in 
the latest trilogy, plus a series of 
one-off movies promised for years 
to come, one wonders if Royal Mail 
may update the set in the future. 

Miniature sheet 

The six-stamp mini-sheet celebrates 
the vehicles of the galaxy far 
far away: Resistance X-Wing 
Starfighters, Han Solo’s Millennium 
Falcon, Tie Fighters, X-Wing 
Starfighter, First Order Special 
Forces Tie Fighters and the four- 
legged At-At (All Terrain Armoured 
Transport) Walkers. Each of these 1st 
Class stamps is a different size and 
combine to create a dynamic collage 
with the Death Star in the centre. 



Stamp 


EXT MONTH: 

miss your FREE Star Wars 
cards, courtesy of Royal Mail, 
e December issue of Stamp & 
lart. PLUS, we detail the many 
ars philatelic souvenirs offered 
ral Mail and provide a thematic 
to science fiction on stamps. 


Related collectables 

The presentation pack for the issue 
includes the twelve stamps and the 
mini sheet, and the carrier is designed 
as two separate halves, describing the 
Light side and the Dark side of the 
force - don’t miss your chance to win 
a presentation pack in next month’s 
issue, which will also include ten 
free Star Wars stamp cards, courtesy 
of Royal Mail. A series of first day 
covers, including medal covers, and 
a full set of stamp cards are also 
available, and will be detailed in our 
round-up of philatelic souvenirs in 
December’s Stamp & Coin Mart. 


characters from the forthcoming 
The Force Awakens film, to be 
released in cinemas on 17 December. 
Incorporated into each stamp is a 
secondary character or scene forming 
‘unique images that can be found 
nowhere else.’ 

The twelve stamps feature Darth 
Vader, the villain of the original 
trilogies who was played by British 
actor David Prowse but voiced by 
American actor James Earl Jones. 

In the background we see Vader 
fighting with Luke Skywalker, in a 
scene from The Empire Strikes Back 
(1980). Vader also appears on the 
stormtrooper stamp, the cloned 
white-clad soldiers in stark contrast 
to their leader’s black outfit. 

Other Jedi knights to grace the 
stamps include the diminutive but 
once powerful Yoda, again Luke 
is seen in the background sitting 
with his teacher. Obi Wan Kenobi, 
played famously by another Brit, Alec 
Guinness, is seen in his familiar jedi 
knight robes and, in the background, 
fighting Darth Vader. Obi Wan joins 
Luke for one of the most evocative 
designs, set on Luke’s home planet of 
Tatooine. Our final Jedi is Anakin, 
Luke’s father, who is seen on one 
of the darker stamps, the nefarious 
Emperor in the foreground. 

The round-up of characters from the 
original trilogy is completed with Han 
Solo and faithful co-pilot Chewbacca; 
Princess Leia, with droids C3PO and 
R2D2 in the background; and bounty 
hunter Boba Lett, a favourite amongst 
fans, with other mercenaries lining up 
beside him. 

Prom the forthcoming film we see 
Kylo Ren, a ‘dark warrior strong with 
the Porce’, with Captain Phasma, a 
female character who wears a silver 
stormtrooper uniform, played by British 


actress Gwendoline Christie, in the 
background. Linn, a ‘trained warrior 
desperate to escape his past’ played by 
British actor John Boyega, is seen twice 
on one stamp; and ‘resilient survivor’ 
Rey, played by London-born actress 
Daisy Ridley, with new ‘astromech 
droid’ character BB-8 in the background 
completes the list of featured characters. 


The new stamps 
celebrate what many 
might consider to be an 
American film, but the 
majority of characters 
shown are played by 
British actors 
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Units uiith China - Qarden Flouiers 

Issue date: 22 September 2015 

Six beautiful stamps draiun by stamp artist 
Martin Morcb and painted by Wang Huming 
in Beijing, China feature floiuers enjoyed in 
the gardens of both jersey and China. 

The tujo stamps featuring the Chrysanthemum 
and the Peony haue also been presented in 
a Souuenir Miniature Sheet, together luith a 
poem ujritten by Li Bai, one of the greatest 
poets in Chinese literary history. 


47p 
JERSEY 



My Jersey Issue date: 9 Nouember 2015 

Ten non-ualue indicator stamps feature the luinning entries from a 
Design a Stamp competition for which the people of Jersey were ashed 
to design a stamp illustrating what the Island means to them. 




Jersey Seasons: Autumn 
Issue date: 15 October 2015 

The second in a four part series showcasing the 
Island through the seasons, eight stamps capture 
Jersey bathed in an autumn light. 



JERSEY 47 JERSEY 57 



Stamps, Miniature Sheets and Souuenir Sheetlets are 
also auailable as First Day Couers and in Presentation Packs. 

Visit the uiebsite to see our full range and to order online. 

uiuiui.jerseystainps.coiii 

Email: stamps@jerseypost.com Tel: +44(0) 1534 516320 
El LuujLU.facebook.com/jerseystamps Q @jerseyStamps 




Free postage 
and packing for 
Standing Order 
customers! 




Jersey 

Post 









Continued from PAGE 27: How to Build a Good Stamp Collection? 


Perhaps then they realise that only some of what 
they may have glistening is ‘gold’. Indiscriminate 
internet auction bidders buying 1,000’s of low price 
items . . . may have spent large sums IN TOTAL . . . 
but may not have created desirable collections. The 
cost of a low priced item is the labour and cost of 
selling it. Nothing changes when that item comes to 
being re-sold. 

TIP 5). Now let’s look at Public Auction. Yes - you 

will be hard pressed to find a Public Stamp Auction 
that does not accept on-line / live internet bidding. As 
with ‘Pure Internet’ stamp sales - and perhaps even 
more so - ‘Caveat Emptor’ (buyer beware becomes 
even more the mantra. Generally individual lots may 
have higher average values so that lots offered are of- 
ten higher value collections, accumulations or higher 
value sets / singles / rarities. Such auctions are the 
‘haunts’ of dealers and astute buyers . . . but risk is at- 
tached, plus the absence of guarantees and the per- 
nicious unpleasant buyer’s premium + other charges 
which at certain auctions can convert a £1000 stamp 
purchase into as much as an invoice for £1,300. 

TIP 5a). There are bargains to be had - but it is very 
much a ‘big boys’ playing field. Some of these auctions 
deliberately under-estimate lots that they know are 
worth far more ... so that they can then have the du- 
bious pleasure of publicising that a £1,000 estimated 
lot realised £10,000, when perhaps their knowledge 
suggested it should have been estimated at upwards 
of £5,000 in the first place ... (hence - how wonderful 
they are). 

TIP 5b). For certain types of lots such as actual Col- 
lections offered fairly intact the absence of guaran- 
tee combined with unreliable estimate means that 
for those who do not physically view a Public Stamp 
Auction and bid ‘blind’ - this is a dangerous place to 
be. Of course this may work to the advantage of an 
astute bidder who is actually present to physical- 
ly view lots in the auction room. Historically that 
person was usually a Dealer. Perhaps less so these 
days. 

TIP 6). Finally we come to look at Postal Auc- 
tions/ Mail-Bid Sales. First I must profess that I 
have an interest in a Mail-Bid / Postal Auction Sale. 
My company U P A conducts the largest postal auc- 
tions in the UK... What should the Collector or Deal- 
er be looking for here? 

TIP 6a). Most ^ood Postal Auctions including U P A 
offer Collectors a No Quibble Refund Guarantee 
(NQRG) ... andby‘NoQuibble’Imean iVOQUIBRL£; . 
Look for this - it is crucial. You are probably not 


actually seeing the stamps before bidding ... so no 
guarantee would mean unacceptable risk. 

TIP 6b). Unlike Public Auctions most Postal Auctions 
‘break’ many collections into smaller ‘collector-sized’ 
units so that you may find what you seek without 
having to purchase what you do not need - it follows 
that most of the stamps in most postal auctions may 
be owned by the company presenting the auction. It is 
not viable to sell low priced lots on a commission ba- 
sis. Ask yourself why you may be asked to pay a buy- 
er’s premium? Is it actually a Vendor’s lot or owned 
by ‘The House’? 

TIP 6c). The Buyer’s Premium was introduced to ‘split’ 
cost between buyer and seller so that a ‘low’ seller’s 
commission looks attractive (if you forget about the 
premium the buyer is pa 3 dng for the seller’s stamps). 
Be aware of this or deal with auctions not charging a 
buyer’s premium. You are in control. You can bid any- 
where that you find what you seek - but it is good to be 
aware and informed. 

TIP 6d). Prices Realised are IMPORTANT. For some 
unknown reason - even some larger Postal / Mail-Bid 
Auctions still do not produce lists of what their lots 
sold for after the auction. Look for auctions provid- 
ing this feature - it provides reassurance combined 
with a trackable ‘snapshot’ of current market values 
PLUS what is selling and what is not selling. You can 
learn such a lot from ‘Prices Realised’ - I study them 
each day. 

TIP 7). Credit Cards. 75% of some auction sales are 
settled by credit / debit card. The Biggest in the land 
has no need to charge you for use of them . . . Sheer 
volume of business accesses lowest rates. Why are you 
paying a premium to use your card? Is the supplier 
making a profit upon the extra % you are charged to 
use your card? 

TIP 8). Look for unique ‘Collector friendly’ benefits 
that turn the disadvantage of lots not being sold to 
your advantage. U P A, for example, has for the past 
15 years offered their Unique Reducing Estimate 
System (URES) whereby lots are increasingly re- 
duced in estimate price till sold - some have reached 
one penny and then sold. Approaching one million 
lots have been offered through this system. 

TIP 9). Cost of Delivery is one of the most anno 3 dng 
hidden costs that collectors absolutely abhor. Look 
for transparency in this area. 

TIP 10). Beware the Seller / Auction NOT including 
Insurance when sending your winnings. 


And Finally We come to choice ... and mind-set ? 

TIP Without Choice we have nothing. So it follows that you need substantial choice to form a good, 
even great, stamp collection. You cannot do business when each time you ‘visit’ all you see is what 
you have seen before - stagnating stocks offered at prices that ensure continued stagnation. If 
choice is limited you’ll never find philatelic items you need - or even that you were unaware of 
their existence. That’s the joy of collecting. The thrill of the unexpected, the chance find. You need 
dealers that want to help and auctions that wish to serve — so, in stamps ‘attitude is all’. 

So when you’re searching for a stamp auction compare it against your list above of what to 
look for and if and when you’re offered a ‘No Risk Free Trial’ . . . please consider - take it Now ♦ 

Please go to Page 3 NOW for coupon 
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D ISLE OF MAN 

Island artist celebrated 



Isle of Man Post Office has released a collection 
of ten stamps showcasing the varied works of 
one of the island s most distinguished artists, 
Bryan Kneale RA. The stamps, which mark 
over sixty years of artistic achievement, feature 
Kneale s work both on and off Island. 

Bryan Kneale RA has been described as an 
elder statesman not only of British sculpture 
but also of Manx art. He is known in London 
as a celebrated sculptor. Royal Academician and 
esteemed lecturer whilst he has contributed to 
Manx cultural life through a range of public 
commissions sited here on the Isle of Man. 

The examples of Kneale s work featured on 
this stamp issue include the large bronze ‘3 Legs 
of Man , a sight now familiar to those who pass 
through the Island s airport; the ‘Deemster Fish’ 
inside the Isle of Man Government building; 
and ‘Horse’, found at the Tate Gallery, London. 


Born in Douglas, Kneale studied painting 
at the Douglas School of Art, graduating 
in 1 947, he then moved to London where 
he studied at the Royal Academy Schools. 
During this time, he won the Rome Prize 
and spent some time living in Italy. Kneale 
become known as an accomplished portrait 
painter until, in the early 1950s, he was 
inspired by his brother-in-law to try welding 
and he moved from painting to sculpture, and 
became a teacher who taught at a number of 
highly respected colleges including the Royal 
Academy of Art, before retiring in 1995. 

Kneale has exhibited widely and his work 
can be found in many prestigious collections 
around the world, including The Tate in 
London, the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York and, of course, Manx National Heritage 
on the Isle of Man. 


Stamp details 


Issue date: 1 October, 2015 

Design: 10 M Advertising 

Printer: Lowe- Martin, offset lithography 

Perforations: 14 

Stamp size: 32 x 32mm 

44p - Self portrait 1954 

44p - Pendulum 1964 

44p -The Watcher 1977 

44p -Three Legs of Man 1979 

44p -The Demster Fish 1996 

44p - Captain Ouilliam 2005 

44p - llliam Dhone 2006 

44p -Triton III 2009 


STAMPA 

IRISH NATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION 
FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS 

Takes place in RDS Showground, 
Ballsbridge, Dublin 4. 

16th - 18th October 
The Collectors Gathering 

A vast array of STAMPS, POSTCARDS, 
POST HISTORY & COLLECTABLES. 

1 lam - 6pm each day 
Admission €5 

For details contact 

www.stampa.ie 
or telephone 00353 868714880 


1840-2015 


1 75 YEARS OF GREAT BRITAIN STAMPS 
CAN BE FOUND IN OUR LATEST 36 PAGE UST. 


So, if you collect Definitives from the 
Penny Black to the latest Security Machins, 
Commemoratives including Presentation 
Packs and FDC’s, Regionals, Booklets, “Coin” 
Covers, Smilers, Postage Dues, C.l. and I.O.M. 
then please request our FREE list today! 

In addition to these comprehensive listings 
we also have hundreds of Special Offers 
available including Errors and Varieties. 

For your FREE list please contact us 
by Telephone, Post or Email. 

wesellstamps 

highest quality lowest prices 

WESELLSTAMPS 
P.O. BOX 13920 
SOLIHULL B91 9HG 


0121 448 8750 * wesellstamps@talktalk.net 
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NEW STAMPS FROM GUERNSEY, ISLE OF MAN & JERSEY STAMPS 



/uth Anniversary of 
Alderney Homecomir 
On 15 th December 1945 
people began to return to 

Alderney following five yea 
of exile during World War I 




-4- GUERNSEY 

^ difficult homecoming 


The Channel Islands hold a unique place in the history of the Second 
World War, being the only piece of British territory to be occupied by the 
Germans. While we are familiar with the plight of locals on Jersey and 
Guernsey, the difficulties faced by the entire population of Alderney is 
less well known, and is highlighted on a new one-stamp miniature sheet. 
At the end of June 1940, Alderney’s entire 1,450-strong population was 
evacuated to mainland Britain or to Guernsey, leaving the island deserted 
when the Germans arrived. 

During their occupation, the Germans attempted to turn Alderney 
into a fortress. Huge bunkers and gun emplacements, underground 
shelters and concrete fortifications were constructed along the coastline 


Stamp details 


Issue date: 10 November, 2015 
Design: Robin Carter 
Printer: Lowe-Martin, offset lithography 
Stamp size: 72mm x 48mm 
M/Sheet size: 85mm x 130mm 
Perforations: 13.3 

£3 - Alderney locals returning to the island via boat 


and across 
the island. 

Three slave- 
labour camps 
— Lagers 
Borkum, 

Helgoland, 

and Norderney - were set up 
to house mainly European workers, along with one concentration camp. 
Lager Sylt. Conditions were atrocious and it is estimated that several 
hundred people perished. 

The islands of Guernsey and Jersey were liberated on 9 May 1945, 
whilst Alderney was liberated a week later on 16 May. Jubilant annual 
celebrations to mark the day the islands were freed still take place today 
in Guernsey and Jersey, although, perhaps reflecting the more sombre 
role of the island during the occupation, Alderney does not celebrate. 

It was only in December 1945 that former residents began to return to 
Alderney; the homecoming was far from joyous, as Alderney was barely 
recognisable after five years of German Occupation. 

As people began to settle into the long and traumatic process of 
clearing up and rebuilding not only homes and businesses but also the 
very fabric of day to day living, in some respects island life began to 
return to normal. However, many decided to leave Alderney for good, 
such was the impact of this dark chapter in the island’s history. 


^JERSEY Stamp details 


My Jersey 





Who better to sum up the highlights of 
life in Jersey than the islanders themselves? 
Jersey Post’s 2014 Design a Stamp 
competition invited the island’s residents to 
design a stamp which illustrates what the 
island means to them. 

Entrants of all ages submitted designs 
using various forms of artistic media with 
entries including paintings, drawings, photos 
and digital artwork, sent in by individuals, 
schools and organisations around Jersey. 

The designs were judged by a panel 
comprised of artist Nick Parlett (who 
has designed several stamps for Jersey 


Post); Tim Brown, Jersey Post’s chief 
executive officer; Jeremy Swetenham, 
commercial director at Jersey Heritage; 
and Pat Robson, director at the Harbour 
Gallery. The panel had the task of judging 
entries in three age categories: age eleven 
and under, age twelve to seventeen, and 
eighteen and over. 

The ten winning entrants across the 
three categories had their design featured 
on either a local letter or priority letter 
stamp, which together form the My Jersey 
issue. The chosen designs feature many 
themes relating to life on the largest of the 


Issue date: 9 November, 2015 
Design: Winning entrants in a Jersey- 
wide design competition 
Printer: Carter Security Printing, 
offset lithography 
Local letter - Jersey cow 
Local Letter - Flower field 
Local letter - Sailing scene 
Local letter - Rock pool 
Local letter - SeymourTower 
Priority letter - Puffin 
Priority letter - Jersey Royals 
Priority letter - Jersey Royal/ Cow 
Priority letter - Sunset 
Priority letter - Crest of Jersey 

Channel Islands including wildlife, sailing, 
history, heritage, as well as the world- 
famous Jersey Royal potatoes and Jersey 
Cows, which have each made it onto two 
of the stamps. 

Together, the ten stamps form a unique 
portrayal of Jersey as seen through the 
eyes of its own residents, and the colourful 
scenes are sure to attract attention 
from both stamp collectors and island 
enthusiasts worldwide. 
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Helping the nations purse 

The stamps issued by Britain during the post-war period proved popular with 
collectors and proudly showcased the nation's revival, but the issues were 
also scheduled with one eye on the potential revenue, as Paul Brittain reveals 


n recent weeks a number of events 
have recalled the days that marked 
the end of the Second World War. 
What was to follow for stamp 
collectors were six active years from 
the British Post Office. While 
there was public demand for many of the 
sets, there can be no doubt that part of 
the motivation came from the Treasury 
and Board of Trade anxious to see dollar 
earnings from the export of stamps. The 
importance and value of stamp exports was 
seen from 1940 when the British Philatelic 
Association was approved as the clearing 
house’ for philatelic exports. 

Nevertheless, for a while the Post 
Office resisted requests for a stamp 
issue to mark the ‘Victory’. Then 
the Government announced Victory 
celebrations over the Whitsun bank 
holiday in 1 946, and pressure from the 
public grew. So the Post Office agreed, 
the issue to appear on Tuesday, 1 1 June, 
the day after the bank holiday. Discussion 
ensued about the values, with IVid and 
3d being selected. It was agreed that 
the stamps should mark ‘peace and 
reconstruction rather than ‘victory: there 
was even a suggestion that the King’s head 
be omitted, but this was rejected. 

The following year, public opinion, and 
the need to earn valuable foreign currency, 
saw the Post Office heavily criticised for 
not celebrating with stamps the wedding 
of Princess Elizabeth to Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh. So strong were the feelings 
that consideration was given to marking 
the birth of their first child. However, 
while initially there was no thought about 
celebrating the Royal Silver Wedding in 
1948, views changed, with two stamps 
issued on 26 April: IVid ‘for popular use’ 
and £1 which ‘will earn dollars’. 


A few days later stamps were 
issued, on 10 May, to mark the third 
anniversary of the liberation of the 
Channel Islands. Much discussion had 
preceded this issue, and its ramifications. 
However, it was felt that two values, 1 d 
and IVid, could be justified and, sold 
throughout the holiday period, might 
boost the islands’ tourist trade. 

Since a very conservative stamp- 
issuing policy was still in place, even 
two special issues in one year was 
unprecedented, but the Olympic Games 
being held in London in 1 948 could not 
be ignored, although the initial thinking 
was to have just two vales, IVid and 3d. 

Eour further stamps were issued in 
1949. The resolution that ‘Administrations 
of the Union issue stamps to celebrate the 
75 th anniversary of the Universal Postal 
Union had been passed unopposed at the 
UPU Congress in 1947. On 5 December 
that year the British Post Office agreed to 
issue four stamps on 9 October, 1949, the 
actual anniversary. It transpired this was 
a Sunday, so the stamps were released on 
10 October. This information was passed 
to the Colonial Office, so that colonial 
administrations could be similarly allowed 
to release special stamps. 

With plans proceeding to mark the 


The Royal Silver Wedding 
stamps weren’t the first 
GB issues to see King 
and Queen together on a 
stamp, but the two values 
marked a number of other 
firsts: the £1 value was 
the first British stamp to 
be designed by a woman, 
namely engraver and 
illustrator Joan Hassell, 
while this was the first set 
to commemorate a Royal, 
rather than a state, event 







centenary of the Great Exhibition of 
1851 by holding the Eestival of Britain 
in 1951, it was the Treasury, at the behest 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that 
contacted the Post OlFice in December 
1947. The suggestion was to issue a 
complete new set of definitives - clearly 
the financial considerations were still 
foremost. The objections from the 
Post Office were largely based on the 
difficulties of trying to deal with the 
design and production of new definitives, 
and releasing them on one day. However, 
it did agree to release two special stamps 
- IVid and 3d - and to redesign the four 
high-value definitives - 2s 6d, 5s, 10s 
and £1, as revealed in our special ‘stamp 
history’ article on page 44. All these 
stamps were issued on the day the Eestival 
was declared officially open: Thursday, 

3 May, 1961. Sales of the special stamps 
exceeded £3million. 


BRITAIN'S POST-WAR STAMPS 


I 

11 JuneJ946 

Victory 


I 

26 AprilJ948 

Royal Silver Wedding 


I 

10, May 1948 

Channel Islands 
Liberation 


I 

29 July, 1948 

Olympic Games 


I 

10 October, 1949 

75th Anniversary of 
Universal Postal Union 


I 

2 October, 1950 

Definitives 
(new colours) 


I 

3 May, 1951 

Festival of 
Britain 
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COMMEMORATIVE GUERNSEY AND ALDERNEY STAMPS 


Stories from the Great War: Part 2 


Prestige Booklet: £14.48 




Also available: 

First Day Cover: £5.19 
Presentation Pack: £4. 


Guernsey: William Morris Stained Glass Windows 

NEW ISSUE: Set of seven stamps: £3.99 Issue date: 6th November 2015 


Also available: 

First Day Cover: £5.19 
Presentation Pack: £4.89 


Alderney: Anne French Stained Glass Windows 


NEW ISSUE: Set of seven stamps: £3.99 Issue date: 6th November 2015 


NEW ISSUE: Set of six 


For issue two of our Great War Series we continue 
to build on the stories that we began last year 
with a focus on the role that the Post Office 
played in keeping Guernsey residents in touch 
with their loved ones abroad. 




t/ frmr m 


stamps: £3.62 Issue date: 11th November 2015 


Also available: 

First Day Cover: £4.82 
Presentation Pack: £4.52 
Sheets of 10: £36.20 


lerney* uomecomin9 

th Anniversary of Home 

»,SSUE:Minlatur.Sh«tt^ 

,.<laK:'0thNov.mb.t 

» n 


til ««**“*• 


Afw.guernseystamps.com 


Also available: 

First Day Cover: £4.20 


Presentation Pack: £3.90 


GUERNSEY 


Order Guernsey & Alderney stannps online 

or by telephone on +44 (0) 1481 716486 U ^ 










I 


1 



Festival high values 

The high values issued to mark 1951 's Festival of Britain featured proud 
symbols of the country's defiance during difficult times, but thanks to the 
King's intervention, at least one of the designs was almost changed 



becoming quite used to pictorial 
stamps, indeed the king’s reign 
had been marked with a special 
coronation stamp in 1937, and 
events including the 1948 Olympics 
and the 75th anniversary of the 
Postal Union in the following year 
had also been marked with special 
stamps, the king’s portrait vying 
for space amongst the increasingly 
adventurous designs. 

In 1947, with a number of pictorial 
issues already in the pipeline, the 
GPO had been advised by the 
Council of Industrial Design (CoID) 
that the Festival of Britain would take 
place in 1951, a century after the 
Great Exhibition, and that a pictorial 
issue to mark the occasion would be 
welcomed. By the end of that year 
discussions on which values to use for 


the special occasion were ongoing, 
with suggestions of four high values 
and two special stamps, with all being 
larger than normal stamps, giving 
designers plenty of scope to capture 
the sense of post-war optimism the 
Festival would promote. 

Once the King had given his 
approval of the proposed new 
stamps, artists were invited to 
produce designs; the instructions 
deliberately omitted any suggestions 
of theme, giving the designers the 
freedom to come up with their own 
interpretations. This did not suit 
everyone, Abram Games, designer 
of the previous Olympics stamps, 
declined the invitation, stating: 

‘The subject matter is a little too 
decorative in theme for my particular 
technique. My own work seems to 


B ritain may have 

invented the postage 
stamp, but in the 
subsequent years the 
approach to stamp 
design was often 

very conservative; it was not until 
the 1924 British Empire Exhibition 
that Britain issued a commemorative 
stamp. King George V sharing the 
stamp with a proud British lion. 
Such was the stamp’s success it was 
reissued the following year and 
Britain gradually became used to 
pictorial designs. 

By the 1950s and the reign of 
King George VI, the public were 


The main hub of 
1 951 ’s Fesitval of 
Britain was on the 
South Bank in London, 
but events took piace 
across the country in a 
bid to promote Britain’s 
contribution to science, 
technoiogy, industriai 
design, architecture and 
the arts 
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THE MAKING OFTHE 1951 HIGH VALUES 



The final designs, 
including Mary 
Adshead’s original 
depiction of HMS 
Victory or\ the 2/6 
value, despite the King 
suggesting a more 
modern ship be shown. 
Adshead also designed 
the 5s value showing 
the iconic White 
Cliffs of Dover; Percy 
Metcalfe designed both 
the St George and the 
Dragon and Royal Coat 
of Arms designs. The 
stamps were printed 
by Waterlow with 
perforations of 11 x 1 2, 
a large GviR watermark, 
and were officially 
issued on 3 May, 1 951 


demand a definite theme rather than 
a pattern.’ Games did, however, 
produce the design for the 4d stamp, 
incorporating the festival’s logo 
which he had also designed. 

Nine artists and two print firms 
submitted a total of 38 designs for 
the high values. Artist Hans Tisdall 
wrote: ‘This has been a very exciting 
task and I have consequently created 
a series with a strongly optimistic 
trend.’ Meanwhile, Hugo Fleury 
explained that his design ‘symbolises 
postal expansion from Allen’s cross 
road scheme in Britain to postage 
across the world.’ George Bellew 
resorted to oak leaves ‘to represent 


the British oak and the rugged 
determination of the British people,’ 
while also creating an illustration 
of the Houses of Parliament, 
the ‘nerve centre’ of the British 
Commonwealth. 

The decision to offer little 
guidance inevitably resulted in new 
designs inspired by previous stamp 
issues; St George and the Dragon 
reappeared from the PUG £1 of 
1929 on no fewer than five designs. 
Dolphins from the George V Vid 
and IVid resurfaced on designs by 
Percy Metcalfe and Ralph Lavers; 
the Lion, whose most distinguished 
previous appearance had been on 


the Wembley Exhibition stamps of 
1924 and 1925, now featured with 
or without its colleague the Unicorn 
on designs by Milner Gray, Stanley 
D Scott, WS Matthews and Metcalfe 
as well as two by Reynolds Stone. 
Milner Gray also produced a view of 
Windsor Castle reminiscent of the 
admired Silver Jubilee colonial issue 
of 1935. 

After consultation with members 
of the CoID, the artwork was 
whittled down to a few potential 
designs, and it seems the clear 
similarities with previous stamp 
issues was not deemed problematic, 
at least for Percy Metcalfe’s ‘George 


Postcards showing the 
‘Dome of Discovery’ on 
the South Bank, and the 
King and Queen touring 
the exhibition 
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& Dragon’ which was selected for 
the 10/- value without any alteration 
being required. After a number of 
redesigns and other suggestions 
Metcalfe’s Royal Coat of Arms was 
also adopted for the £1 value. 

Mary Adshead’s depiction of HMS 
Victory in an oval frame was favoured 
and she was commissioned to produce 
a second design for the 2/6d. Tower 
Bridge and Westminster Abbey were 
mentioned as possible subjects, but 
it was agreed that a landscape image 
of Dover, with a view of the castle 
and famous white cliffs, would be a 


suitable image to represent Britain’s 
post-war confidence. 

The King approved the designs 
for each of the four high value 
denominations, but suggested that 
the 2/6d should feature a more 
modern ship, specifically HMS 
Vanguard^ Britain’s newest battleship, 
launched in 1946. Mary Adshead 
was therefore challenged with 
updating her design with the newer 
ship, but soon wrote: ‘I do not feel 
very hopeful about making a good 
oval picture.’ 

Despite assistance from various 


1951 GV1 Festival High Values 



Clockwise, from top 
left: George Bellew’s 
rejected design for 
the 5/- value, with an 
‘Argosy-type merchant 
ship’ representing 
trade and commerce; 
Bellew’s rejected 
Houses of Parliament; 
one of the George and 
the Dragon designs 
submitted, this one by 
Enid Marx, which was 
rejected; WS Matthews’ 
rejected design 
showing ‘lion couchant’ 
Left: Mary Adshead’s 
sketch of HMS Vanguard 
suggested by the King 


parties, including her artist husband 
and the Imperial War Museum, 
Adshead’s concerns were proved right 
and the idea was eventually scrapped. 
Postmaster General Wilfred Paling 
stating: we had fully explored His 
Majesty’s suggestion with the artist, 
but that it had not been found 
practicable to evolve a satisfactory 
design.’ Paling was formally replaced 
as PMG while Mary Adshead’s work 
on Vanguard was still in its earliest 
stages, making this one of his last and 
unofficial acts on behalf of the office. 

Based on the BPMA’s Stamp History, 
written by Giles Allen, 1996. Images 
copyright Royal Mail Group and 
courtesy of the BPMA. 


Designer details 

Mary Adshead’s first stamp design came when 
commissioned by the GPO to work on the UPU issue of 
1949. As well as her success with the UPU 2I4d and 1951 
high values, her work was also featured on the 8d-l Id 
definitives of 1953-54 and the World Scout Jubilee IVid 
of 1957. She remained involved in stamp design for the 
GPO until 1963. She died in September 1995. 
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PRINZ STAMP ACCESSORIES 


ORDER ONLINE WWW.PRINZ.CO.UK 


Tweezers Price 

120mnn long, choice of ends very pointed, pointed, 
spoon, spade or cranked spade end £2.00 

Stamp Hinges 

7042 Pack of 1 ,000 folded hinges £1 .40 

Corner Mounts 

2040 Pack of 250 self adhesive corners £5.25 

Stamp Lifter 

6020 50ml bottle UHL) stamp remover £5.00 

Ultra Violet Test Lamps (battery powered) 

2068 Longwave test lamp £11.95 

2069 Shortwave test lamp £23.95 

Stockcards - black with coverfoil 

450 2 strip, 148mm x 84mm (xlOO) £10.95 

550 3 strip, 156mm X 112mm (xlOO) £12.95 

Stamp mounts - mixed pack of strips 

SBKW 200gms in weight black backed £16.95 

SCKW 200gms in weight clear backed £16.95 

Cutter - to cut mounts to size 

7001 Small cutter max size 100mm £15.00 

7004 Large cutter max size 170mm £24.00 

Kestrel 4 Ring FDC Album 

Padded 4 ring double size First Day Cover album 

with 20 double pocket leaves. 

Kestrel FDC album with 20 leaves £11 .95 

Kestrel FDC album with 20 leaves & matching slip- 
case £18.95 

Kestrel FDC extra leaves x 10 single or double 
pocket £5.25 

£3 p&p on all UK orders. 


PRINZ PUBLICATIONS UK LTD 
UNIT 3A HAYLE IND. PARK, HAYLE 
CORNWALL TR27 5JR 
TEL.01 736 751910 www.prinz.co.uk 


COMPARE THE OFFERS OF OTHERS 
IN THIS MAG OR LISTS - THEN: 

IMAGINE BETTER PRICES? REALISE THEM HERE 

GREAT BRITAIN COLLECTIONS (Values to 2014) 


1000 all different £20.00 

500 all different - Commems & Large £12.00 

600 all different- Commems & Lge incl. Approx 30 used minisheets £100 

1000 all different - Commems & Large £50.00 

500 all different - Only High Value Commems £50.00 

COMMONWEALTH COLLECTIONS 

AUSTRALIA - 1000 all different £30.00 

CANADA- 1000 all different £30.00 

CHANNEL ISLANDS - 1000 all different £90.00 

MALAYSIA(incl.Sindapore) 1000 all different £80.00 

PACIFIC (NO Oz/NZ) - 1000 all different £120 

WEST INDIES - 1000 all different £35.00 

MIXTURES OFF PAPER 


WHOLE WORLD: Based on auction & charity supplied lots plus our own 
surpluses, this very wide ranging mix works out at about 3 for a penny. You 
should find high cat values and fill a load of gaps. 225g -£16 425g - £30 
BRITISH EMPIRE: Small & large mint & used from early Empire to modern. You 
could find anything from A - Z and with good cat. Report to magazine or to us if 
you do. Works out at an amazing 14 p ea. stamp or less. 225g - £22 425g - £40 
W. EUROPE : Small + large pictorial mix with huge variety. Supplies limited. 

225g -£25 

A 225q purchase of all 3 above can be had for just £60 

WHOLE WORLD COLLECTIONS 

By far the cheapest way to begin or enhance your collection easily as 

EVERY STAMP IS DIFFERENT 

5000 all different £55.00 10,000 all different £115 

20,000 all different £300** 100,000 all different £5,375** 

** There may be a wait of approximately 14 days. 


GREAT BRITAIN 

Queen Victoria Only 

An excellent selection of used stamps, all in clean, sound, collectable condition. 
All different including visible plate numbers, watermarks and listed shades 
(where applicable) 

SG cat £250+ - £26.00 SG cat £500+ - £49.50 

SG cat £1000+ - £95.00 SG cat £2000+ - £175 

As above, but may contain some slight duplication and/or Edward VII 
(if Edward not required please state) 

SG cat £5000+ - £395 SG cat £10,000+ - £750 

|SG catalogue value at least £15,000 - £1,100| 




BRITISH EMPIRE (off paper) 

Victoria to Geo VI (they don’t make it now!!) This excellent mix is accumulated 
from our own surpluses, bin ends, stripped collections and other bits & pieces that 
we don’t have time to sort. Limited supplies and sold by weight. 

Approx.2000 to lOOg -£55 and 4000 to 225g -£115 


IRELAND 

Charity mixture On Paper direct from Convent. 

Will contain good proportion of Commems and Post & Go-850g £25 
Post & Go Labels On Paper - Now coming into catalogues. 

Good range in values and types 850g £20 

PACKET COLLECTIONS 
(Off Paper except possible s/a’s - All Different) 

300 different - £20 500 different - £35 1000 different -£170 

COMMEMS / LARGE ONLY 

200 different - £14 300 different - £30 500 different - £70 


All orders over £10 include postA/AT.for UK. Elsewhere postage is extra. Orders are usually 
dispatched within 48 hours of receipt. Our list sent with your order or is FREE on request. 
TERMS: Cash with order. No quibble refund guarantee on all items returned promptly and in 
good order. We accept cheques ( payable to MRM ) P,0’s, cash, credit cards (Visa, Access, & 
Mastercard). Please advise the address at which the card is registered, along with the 
security code on the reverse. Your daytime tel. no. and/or e-mail address is appreciated 




Dept. 22 

PO Box 160 -Shaftesbury - Dorset - SP7 7AY - UK 


Tel & Fax: + 44(0)1747 853 566 


e-mail mudders^btconnectcom 


I1I0 


Please mention Stamp & Coin Mart when replying to any advertisement 
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9 GEORGE VI 

The only Specialist to offer George GVI 
Approvals from every single Commonwealth 
conntry in both mint and nsed. 

Simply tick Ihc cnuntrii^ yiiu wiint und return I he i chi pun. 
Altcrnutively^ phunc (ir email Tcir 15 days home viewinj'. 


□ ARAB EMPIRE - 

□ CEYLON 

□ 

□ ADEN 

□ CYPRUS 

□ 

□ BAHRAIN 

□ EIRE 

□ 

□ MUSCAT 

□ FALKLAND IS 

□ 

□ MOROCCO 

□ DEPENDENCIES □ 

□ KUWAIT 

□ FIJI 

□ 

□ ASCENSION 

□ GAMBIA 

□ 

□ AUSTRALIA 

□ GOLD COAST 

□ 

□ BAHAWALPUR 

□ GIBRALTER 

□ 

□ BASUTOLAND 

□ GREAT BRITAIN 

□ 

□ BECHUANALAND □ HONG KONG 

□ 

□ BRUNEI 

□ INDIA 

□ 

□ BURMA 

□ INDIAN STATES 

□ 

□ CANADA 

□ K.U.T 

□ 


MALAYA - □ PAPUA 

BMA □ RHODESIA - 

STRAITS n NORTHERN 

SULTANS □ SOUTHERN 
MALTA □ SARAWAK 

MAURITIUS □ SEYCHELLES 
NEWFOUNDLAND □ SINGAPORE 
NEW GUINEA □ SOMALILAND 
NEW ZEALAND □ S.LEONE 
NIGERIA □ SOUTH AFRICA 

NORTH BORNEO □ SW AFRICA 
NYASALAND □ ST HELENA 
PACIFIC ISLANDS □ WEST INDIES 
PAKISTAN □ ZANZIBAR 


OTHER COUNTRIES: 

Name: Prefer: DMint DUsed □ Either 

Address: 


Postcode 


Tel (Home) 


.SCM 



Ptiachcrs Retreat, Ck>mman l^mc. Kin^^ 
Hcrti, WD4 9H P Phone: 0 1 923 269775 
c-majh mgHreadt^bUntemet-com 


m _i 1 


Visit our new website www.micliaelgread.co.uk 


For Those Who Collect The Best 


BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 



GREAT BRITAIN APPROVALS 


Priced from pence to pounds, my prices are lower than most, in many 
cases 40% cheaper than my average competitor. Select in the 
comfort of your own home, with no obligation to purchase, from a 
range and quality not available from other approval services. 


GREAT BRITAIN 

GENERAL 

“I 

BRITISH EMPIRE 


QUEEN VICTORIA 

“1 

QV, KEVII, KGV TO 1935 

“I 

KEVII-KGVI 

“1 

KING GEORGE VI 

n 

QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

“1 

QUEEN ELIZABETH II 

n 

CHANNEL ISLES 

.“1 

COVERS 1840-1960 

“1 

BOOKLETS 

“1 




Name (Mr/Mrs/MIss) 

Address 


Telephone No 

Do you have approvals from another firm 


I agree to return material not required within 14 days of receipt and pay for 
any stamps retained at the same time. 

Signature Date 

M.CLIFFORD, P.O.BOX 25, BOGNOR REGIS P021 3YU 



We sell many one off items not usually listed on ebay 
under RUDD3325 - check them out! We are also interested in buying any of your 
surplus stamps on or off paper for payment or exchange. Price list free on request. 
Guaranteed full refund if not satisfied. 

Postage: UK customers pay no postage. Overseas, please add £3.50 / 1/4 lb, 
£4.00 / 1/2 lb, £5.00 / 1 lb and £2.50 for all collections ordered. 

There are no credit card charges and no VAT payable. (¥2 lb = 225g, 1 lb = 450g) 

GREAT BRITAIM OM AMD OFF PAPER MIXTURES 


SPECIAL OFFER N0.1 : Buy 1 lb GB Commems, 1 lb GB H.V Def ins, 2 lbs GB Regionals & 1 8 kgs GB Def ins for £1 39.00. 

List price £1 55.00. They can aiso be purchased individuaiiy. 

GB COMMEMS NO XMAS. Wide ranging on paper mix inciudes h.v’s & modern up 201 5. lb £17.00, 1 lb £30.00. 
GB HIGH VALUE DEFINS. On paper, mostly from registered & recorded mail so good cancellations and a clean mix, 
includes modern issues which will become very rare with all the labels used on mail. Vz lb £18.00, 1 lb £35.00. 
GB REGIONALS (On paper). A wealth of variety from all four regions, find those elusive band/perf varieties very 
cheaply. Over 7000 - 8000 stamps/ 2lbs 1 lb £1 1 .00, 2 lbs £20.00. 

GREAT BRITAIN DEFINITIVES. An 1 8 kg sack of On paper which is bound to contain much post-mark interest, 
possibly Regionals, High Values, much Phosphor, paper and pert varieties. Sorted and delivered only by charitable 
institutions. (Delivered to your door, post paid inland). Only 70.00. 

GB MULTIPLES ISSUES. Try to keep up with the recent multiple issues on paper. Increasing variety, right up to the latest 
2015 Comedy Greats, Bridges, 201 4 Sustainable Fish, Buckingham Palace, Remarkable Lives, Children's TV, 2013 
Dinosaurs, Butterflies, Famous Britons, Football Heroes, Dr Who, Comics, Fashion, A-Z UK, Olympics etc. Try and complete 
those difficult sets. 1 /4 lb £23.00, Vi lb £42.00. 

GB MODERN COMMEMS NO XMAS ONLY. While Stocks Last! This sells for a small fortune on auction sites as they are so 
hard to find these days, we can supply very small amounts of this on paper mixture. Mostly 201 2/201 5 issues only with 
the odd high value and multiple issues. Limited range as so modern but very sought after. 2 oz £1 1 .00. 

GB SPECIAL CHARITY MIX. A well balanced on paper Charity mix covering Define, Commems, H.Value Commems, 
H.Value Define, Pre-decimal, Wildings & Pre OEII. Covers all periods. 1 lb £12.00, 2 lbs £22.00. 

GREAT BRITAIN Off paper mixture. T he tedious washing of this modern mixture has been done for you already by 
charity supporters! There are over 500 basic machine to collect. One of each in good nick can cost over £500.00. We 
can't guarantee all in there but you'll have great fun sorting, includes commems, h.v commems & define, worth the 
price on their own. Guaranteed totally unpicked. At least 1 0,000 stamps / lib. 1 lb £1 9.00, 2 lbs £37.00. 

GREAT BRITAIN OFF PAPER COMMEMS NO XMAS. Previously included Xmas, we can now supply without so the rarer 
Commems only. Wealth of variety from KGVI to 201 1 , includes some high values. Approx 5000 stamps to 1 lb weight. 

Ya lb £22.00, Vi lb £42.00, 1 lb £80.00. 


FOREIGN & COMMONWEALTH ON PAPER MIXTURES 

OVERSEAS FOREIGN & COMMONWEALTH CHARITY MIXTURE. W ith over 1 20 Charity sources in this country it is 
not surprising that this is the ultimate mixture of Foreign & Commonwealth stamps essentially on paper. Enormous 
variety and mostly modern as it is collected from offices on a day to day basis. Many h. values as many are Air mail 
values and a lot will never be seen in approval books! 1 lb £30.00, 2 lbs £55.00, 5 lbs £125.00. 

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH. We have taken the best stamps from around the Commonwealth to give you this superb 
mixture of mostly Commemoratives. Great variety with no GB, India, or Pakistan, but a great selection from Africa, the 
Caribbean & Pacific. Much modern & many h. values. A very superior mixture. Vi lb £33.00, 1 lb £65.00. 

SPECIAL OFFER N0.2: Buy 1 lb Aus, Canada, N.Z & U.S.A for the discounted price of £62.00. List Price £72.00. 

AUSTRALIA. On paper charity mix, very modern up to 2015 with dream variety, many Commems and high values, 
collected from a school-teacher in the Outback. Approx. 2500 stamps / 1 lb. 1 lb £16.00, 2 lbs £30.00. 

CANADA. Sold out before, we have been fortunate to get fresh stocks from the increasingly difficult country. 

A colourful on paper charity mixture from the Canadian Save the Children Fund of Commems, Defins, Large 
Pictorials and high values. 1 lb £20.00, 2 lbs. £39.00. 

NEW ZEALAND. Cn Paper charity mixture with Commems and higher values includes difficult to find modern. 

Supplied to us exclusively by a N.Z Charity. Approx. 2500 stamps / 1 lb. Vi lb £1 1 .00, 1 lb £20.00. 

U.S.A. An on paper charity mixture with stupendous variety. There can’t be many mixtures so attractive and with such 
good count. Approx count 3500 to 4000 stamps. Per 1 lb £1 6.00, 2lbs £30.00. 

AUSTRALIA COMMEMS. On paper modern mix, great variety plus many h.values. Vi lb £15, 1 lb £28.00. 

CHANNEL ISLES & ISLE OF MAN. A n On Paper mixture of Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney and 1.0. M containing a 
wealth of variety, strong in Commems, Booklets, Greetings & h.values. Vi lb £18.00, 11b £35.00. 

U.S.A COMMEMS. Commems no Xmas, great variety, much modern. Vi lb £25.00, 1 lb £48.00. 

SPECIAL OFFER N0.3: Buy 1 lb Ireland Charity & Vi lb Ireland Commems for the discounted price of £45. List price £56. 
IRELAND COMMEMS. Includes very modern and rare! Va lb £21 .00, Vi lb £40.00. 

IRELAND CHARITY. On paper. This emanates from convents throughout the Republic, is mostly modern with a 
wealth of Commems. Price £16.50 / lb. 

SPECIAL OFFER NO. 4: Buy 1 lb World, 1 lb British Commonwealth and 1 lb W. Europe Scoop for the discounted price 
of £1 30. Ust price £150.00. 

WORLD SCOOP. An Off paper mix scooped from our oddments tub. Emanating from Charities, Auctions, personal collections 
etc. You will find high Cat (please tell us when you do ) & many additions for your collection. Each 1 lb lot is over 7000 stamps, 
costing around 72 p each. Vi lb £18.00, 1 lb £35.00, 5 lbs £155.00. 

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH SCOOP. Sold out over the last 8 months, we can now supply more of our popular Off paper mixture 
covering old Empire & modem Commonwealth. Several clients found stamps cataloguing £1 0 to £50 each. No promises but 
with at least 7,000 stamps/1 lb you’ll have great fun sorting. Vi lb £31 .00, 1 lb £60.00. 

WEST EUROPE SCOOP. An Off paper mixture of small and large stamps with much earlier material. Many better and unusual 
values. In great demand as our interests in the EEC grow. Approx. 1 0,000 stamps to 1 lb costing around Vi p each. 

Price Vi lb £28.00, 1 lb £55.00. 

NEW! JAPAN COMMEMS. A great off paper mixture of Commemoratives only. Much modern with approximately 700 
stamps per 2 oz at around 3p per stamp!! 2 oz £23.00, 1/4 lb £45.00. 



Dept SCM, P.O Box 6198, Leighton Buzzard, 
Beds LU7 9X1 TEL: 01296 662420 . 
E-mail: courtphilatelics@aol.com 

PAYMENT: We accept cheque, postal orders or all major credit & debit cards. Paypal 
payments can be made to courtphilatelics@aol.com or you can pay direct into our 
bank: BBS, A/C no. 1 008831 3, sort code 1 6-1 620. NO MINIMUM ORDER. 
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parliament 
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ted mint. SG629a. £2,200 



we buy and s 
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classic to mod 
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*and much more besides 
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SouthAfrica 2014 Nelson Mandela 

imperforate miniature sheet 
New unrecorded discovery. £750 


Zeboose Ltd, PO Box 5 1 6 L BM OB), UK 
\ 20 8144 0202 • info@zeboose.com 


Sarawak 1923 

I c/ 10c Sir Charles ^ 

Vyner Brooke ‘cnet 
surcharge 
Scarce. SG72a. £S 


+44 (0) 


http://www.zeboose.com 

stores.ebay.co.uk/zeboose 



South African stamps 


1 

i 



African varieties 


One stamp, two languages, and a long list of varieties. Like many South African stamps, this 
seemingly simple 1949 issue gives collectors a huge but enjoyable challenge, with plenty of 
different flaws to identify and add to your album. Richard Tarrant grabs his magnifying glass 
and invites us to join him for a game of ‘spot the difference’ 



From top: standard pair of 1 y 2 d stamps without constant flaws; extended rigging on mainmast (row 1 4/2); pennant flaw (row 1 7/5); 
lightning mark in cloud behind the value (row 1 3/2) 


good example of 
South Africa’s more 


A intriguing stamps is 
the 1949 lV 2 d issue 
commemorating the 
centenary of the arrival of British 
settlers in Natal. The stamp depicts the 
immigrant ship Wanderer landing at 
Port Natal, observed from the shore by 
a number of the local population. 

The Government Printing Works in 
Pretoria printed the stamps in sheets of 
120, with twenty rows of six stamps, 
each alternate stamp being in English 
or Afrikaans. They were printed by 
the rotogravure process, which has a 
tendency to produce printing flaws, 
both constant and transient. There 
were two different printings, both from 
screened cylinders that were etched 
from the same multipositive plate. One 
printing was produced from ‘Cylinder 
no. 29’, the other from ‘Cylinder no. 
7021’, both in claret but stamps from 
the former are a distinctly darker shade. 

The constant flaws can be grouped 
into three sections, namely those 
common to both printings because they 
emanated from the multipositive plate 
and those originating from each of the 
two cylinders. For a comprehensive 
listing of the constant flaws the best 
source of information is the Handbook/ 
Catalogue of The Philatelic Federation 
of Southern Africa, unfortunately now 
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out of print. This lists no fewer than 
eighteen flaws, six of which originate 
from the multipositive plate and six 
each from each of the two cylinders. 

Only two of the flaws on these 
stamps are listed in Stanley Gibbons 
(SG) sectional ‘Southern Africa’ 
catalogue, both of which are 
multipositive varieties. One flaw SG 
calls ‘extended rigging on mainmast’ 
and this can be found on row 14/2. 

The other is from row 17/5 and called 
the ‘pennant’ flaw. 

As well as the two listed in the SG 
catalogue, other multipositive flaws 
are ‘lightning mark in cloud behind 
the value’ (row 13/2), ‘large white 
spot on tail of S in SUID’ (row 11/6), 
‘wishbone shaped cloud to right of 
mainmast and additional cloud flaw at 
top yardarm of foremast’ (row 11/1) 
and ‘mark leading upwards from cloud 
to top frame line at the right of the 
mainmast’ (row 11/2). 

The stamps from Cylinder no.29 
have a number of interesting flaws. 
They include the ‘dot under 8 of 1849’ 
(row 18/4), ‘curved mark above the 
bluff under the numerals 49-19’ (row 
17/3) and ‘hyphen between Natal and 
Settlers’ (row 9/5). 

Cylinder no. 7021 flaws include 
‘accent mark above r of settlers’ (row 
2/4). While flaws are often best seen 
on mint stamps, be on the lookout 
too for good examples on used stamps. 
On the block of four used stamps 
from cylinder no. 7021 illustrated, 
the upper left stamp has ‘brown spot 
below POSTAGE’ (row 11/5), while 
the lower right stamp has ‘one large and 
two smaller spots between the land and 
ship’ (row 12/6). As an added bonus 
the block has a first day cancellation. 

More flaws 

In addition to the constant flaws, there 
are many transient flaws. An example is 
illustrated on the Cylinder block, where 
the bottom right stamp has a clear 
vertical line passing through the ship 
and joining with the ‘D’ of ‘SUID’ in 
the stamp above. 

This brief examination of just one 
single stamp highlights what interest 
there can be in South African stamps 
and how a collection can be formed on 
just one issue, with the many varieties 
displayed and explained across the 
album page. 



From left: this example has the flaw described as ‘wishbone shaped cloud to right of mainmast and additional cloud flaw at top yardarm of 
foremast’ (row 11/1); the right stamp has ‘mark leading upwards from cloud to top frame line at the right of the mainmast’ (row 11/2) 


Natal Settlers 
1849-1949 




'A 



Natal Settlers 
1849-1949 


c 


Natal Settlers 
1849-1949 



Natal Settlers 
1849-1949 



Clockwise from top left: dot under the 8 of 1 849 (row 1 8/4); curved mark above the bluff under the numerals 49-1 9 (row 1 7/3); accent 
mark above r of settlers (row 2/4); hyphen between Natal and Settlers (row 9/5) 



Clockwise from top left: white spot giving appearance of central figure wearing white shorts (row 1 0/1); loose rigging mark under top 
yardarm of foremast (row 1 7/1); mark joining tail of flag to top of mainmast (row 1 8/3); large white spot on the tail of the S in SUID (row 
11/6); one large and two smaller spots between the land and ship (row 1 2/6); spot below postage (row 11/5) 
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Dead Countries 


French Administration of Memel 


Major wars and revolutions often created many short-lived countries, writes Michael Adkins, 
as he delves into northern Europe to the former Prussian area of Memel (today Klaipeda) 



hile the 
First World 
War is 
the most 
significant 
period 

for this region, there are two different 
regimes which issued stamps specific 
to the territory. First, the French 
administration of Memel territory, from 
1920 to 1923, covered in this article. Next 
month we will discuss the Lithuanian 
occupation from 1923 until 1924. 

Memel (Klaipeda) is a city on the Baltic 
Sea which for centuries was an important 
and strategic trading port. Part of the 
Hanseatic League in the middle ages, it 
eventually became part of the Kingdom of 
Prussia in 1660. Memel later formed the 
eastern boundary of the German Empire. 

After the end of the First World 
War, the treaty of Versailles detailed 
Germany’s terms of surrender, including 
forfeiture of designated territory to its 
neighbours. In East Prussia, a large 
portion of land was given to help 
form the newly independent Poland, 
Danzig (Gdansk) become a free City, 
and Memel territory was put under 
the protection of the Conference of 
Ambassadors, later part of the League 
of Nations. According to the treaty, 
Memel territory would be administered 
by Prance until final disposition was 
agreed. In 1920, Prench forces moved 
in to maintain order. 


From left: issued on 1 
August, 1920, these 
overprinted stamps were 
only used for 3 months, 
and were good for local 
mail sent in Memel, East 
Prussia and Germany; 
issued 12 September, 
1922, features 
‘MEMEL’ in italics. 
Overprints printed 
before the beginning of 
1922 were not printed 
with an italic font; 
issued in July, 1921, 
‘ELUGPOST’ was 
overprinted on regular 
issue Memel stamps. 
Note the non-italicized 
‘MEMEL’ overprint 
underneath. This is the 
first of three different 
‘ELUGPOST’ overprint 
used in Memel 


Fact file 

Government: League of Nations ^ 

Administration, French 

Prior Regime: German Empire , 

Key Dates: 

June 1919 -Treaty of Versailles 

February 1920 - France assume administration of Memel 
9 January, 1923 - Klaipeda Revolt 
19 January, 1923 - Lithuanian troops take control of 
Memel and rename it Klaipeda 
Following Regime: Lithuanian Occupation of Klaipeda 
First stamp issued: 7 July, 1920 






During Prench administration, the 
idea of an independent Pree State of 
‘Memelland’, similar to Danzig, grew in 
popularity among locals. This, however, 
was unacceptable to the government 
of the newly created Lithuania, which 
desired access to the Baltic Sea. 

In late 1922, the Lithuanians sent 
political activists into various towns and 
villages across Memel to stir up support 
for uniting with Lithuania. Their 
purpose was to organise supporters for 
the Lithuanian option into a political 
force. On 9 January, 1923, three years 
after the Versailles Treaty, Lithuania 
instigated the Klaipeda Revolt, mainly 
by militia that had entered from 
Lithuania. At the same time. Prance had 
just begun the big effort of occupying 
Saar in Germany, therefore Prench forces 
withdrew and offered no resistance to 
the Lithuanian troops that moved in. 

Complex collecting 

Prom a philatelic standpoint, postage 
stamps from the Prench administration 
period can be quite complicated. 
Beginning 1 August, 1920, German 
definitive stamps overprinted 
‘MEMELGEBIET’ were issued for 
provisional use in the region. The 
stamps were only good for mail sent 
within Memel or to East Prussia and 
Germany. They were subsequently 
withdrawn for use on 3 1 October, 

1920. Also, beginning 7 July of that 
year, Prench stamps featuring the sower 
and ‘Merson’ designs were overprinted 
‘MEMEL, surcharged in German 
currency and issued for broader use. 

On 1 April, 1921, Prench officials 
increased postage rates, and two sower 
design stamps were overprinted with 
large numerals in black. The lOpf on 
10c stamp was overprinted ‘15’ and 


the 40pf on 40c was overprinted ‘60’. 
Newly surcharged Merson design stamps 
were issued beginning May, 1921. These 
overprints began a long progression 
of issues which were surcharged with 
higher and higher values. Many of the 
issues include surcharges on surcharges. 

Memel, as in other former German 
territories, suffered from rampant 
inflation in the post-war period. In 
fact, over the next year and a half, 

(until the Klaipeda Revolt) postage 
rates were raised ten times, resulting 
in the cost of mailing a local letter to 
increase from 15 pfennig to 40 marks. 

To accommodate these rapid 
increases, Prench authorities surcharged 
new issues every few months. Strangely, 
several font sets, colours, shapes and 
sizes of the overprints were produced. To 
add to the complexity, there are many 
variations, plate flaws, errors and spacing 
differences to be found. Tracking down, 
identifying and collecting the many 
different varieties would be a challenging 
but interesting exercise. A good 
catalogue (such as Michel) or specialist 
materials are essential for identification. 

Additionally, beginning on 3 1 
June, 1921, air post stamps began to 
be issued by Prench authorities. The 
surcharged stamps were overprinted 
‘PLUGPOST’, and in the eighteen- 
month period, three different 
distinctive overprint designs were 
overprinted in different colours. Again, 
varieties and flaws are frequent. 

If one looks to collect stamps from 
the Prench administration of Memel, it 
would not be a difficult task to collect 
the 120 different main issues, but if 
you want to start the huge adventure of 
collecting the almost endless varieties, 
colours, errors and plate flaws, one 
could spend a lifetime. 
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Plumridge and Co. 


philatelic auctioneers 


Est: 1898 The oldest name in stamp auctioneering in the world 


NEXT AUCTION 9TH NOVEMBER 

KEEP CHECKING WEBSITE FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

OUR SALES REGULARLY CONTAIN A WIDE 
ARRAY OF MATERIAL CATERING FROM THE 
BEGINNER TO THE CONNOISSEUR! 


★ Free Catalogues sent on request ★ 


FREE VALUATIONS 

Valuations for possible vendors, very 
competitive commission rates, speedy 
payment after the sale and high 
realisations obtained. 

We are prepared to travel to your home to 
advise without charge or obligation to sell. 

Write or telephone for explanatory Brochure. 


Plumridge and Co. philatelic auctioneers 


P. O. Box 49294, LONDON SE9 3XF 
TEL: 020 8857 3161 

Website: www.plumridge.co.uk 


(RoSstine Stamp s 

A fantastic array of fine used 
stamps is now available! 

My web site contains lists of fine used stamps in stock 
from early issues, often up to the present day. 


Australia France Portugal 

Austria Germany Scandinavia 

Benelux Ireland Spain 

Canada Italy Switzerland 

Czechslovakia New Zealand USA 

And many more including Commonwealth! 



Excellent quality • Prompt service 


www.robstine-stamps.com 



BASIC MINT AND USED PRICED AT A 
MAXIMUM OF HALF SG CATALOGUE 

Our price guarantee - as it has been since we started 

SECTIONS FOR VARIETIES AND COVERS 
PTS and ADPS MEMBERS 
ESTABLISHED 35+ YEARS 
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

RETAIL SHOP OPEN TO THE PUBLIC EVERY FRIDAY 

We are easy to find and have our own car park 

[■ 

FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE 

“Hawid” and “Showgard” stamp mounts - probably the cheapest in the UK 



WRITE, EMAIL OR PHONE FOR OUR LISTS 

Please state any particular interests 


■J 



B & S STAMPS 

RUSHCLIFFE HOUSE 
17-19 RECTORY ROAD 
WEST BRIDGFORD 
NOTTINGHAM NG2 6BE 

Tel; 01 15 981 6214 Email: chris@robinhood-stamp.co.uk 




The specialist in Commonwealth Approvals. 
Our stock is the largest of any UK dealer. 
Our prices are lower & quality better than other 
ways of buying stamps 


Simply tick the countries you want and return the coupon. 
Alternatively, phone or email for 15 days home viewing. 


COMMONWEALTH 


1 lADEN&STATES 

1 1 COOK IS. 

□ K.U.T 

□RHODESIA 

□ARAB PO’s 

□ CYPRUS 

1 ILABUAN 

□ SARAWAK 

1 [ASCENSION 

1 1 EGYPT 

1 1 LEEWARD IS. 

1 1 SEYCHELLES 

□AUSTRALIA 

□ EIRE 

□ levant PO’S 

1 [SINGAPORE 

□aust. states 

1 IFALKLANDS 

1 1 MALAYA 

□ S. LEONE 

□BAHAMAS 

□ FIJI 

1 1 MALTA 

1 IS.AFRICA 

□BARBADOS 

□ GAMBIA 

□ MAURITIUS 

□ SW. AFRICA 

□BERMUDA 

□ GIBRALTAR 

1 In. BORNEO 

□ SA. STATES 

1 IBR. HONDURAS 

□ gold COAST 

1 IN’FOUNDLAND 

□ S A. COENS 

1 [BRUNEI 

□ GT BRITAIN 

1 INZEALAND 

1 1ST. LUCIA 

□BURMA 

□ HONGKONG 

□ NIGERIA 

1 1ST. VINCENT 

□ CANADA 

□ INDIA 

□ NYAS ALAND 

□ SUDAN 

1 1 CAYMAN IS. 

1 1 INDIAN STATES 

1 1 PACIFIC IS. 

□TANGANYIKA 

1 1 CEYLON 

1 1 ISLE OF MAN 

□ PAKISTAN 

1 IW. INDIES 

□ channel IS. 

1 1 JAMAICA 

1 1 PAPUA 

□ZANZIBAR 

Prefer: Mint 

□ Used □ Both 



□ QV 

□ Ed □ GV 

□ GVI □ QE 


Name: 



Address: 




Postcode 

Te\ mnmei 

SCM 







Poachers Retreat, Common Lane, Kings Langley, Herts, WD4 9HP 


Te l: 01923 269775 - Email: mg.read@btinternet.com 
Est. 1975 - 40 Years of Care and Attention 


Please mention Stamp & Coin Mart when replying to any advertisement 


NOVEMBER 20 1 5 53 











hawid.co.uk 


there's no betti 


HAWID strips are 210mm (81/4 inch) long. 

All mm sizes in the list refer to the size of the stamp. 

The mount is 4mm larger giving a frame of 2mm each side. 

Order form Please indicate black or clear 0 


CUT TO SIZE br Great Britain Stamps 

£2.35 




Size mm 

Packs of 50 

Black 

Clear 

Quantity 

Price 

21x14 

Definitives 

6QI4 

7014 



41x24 

Commems - horizontal 

6017 

70i7 



24x41 

Comm^ms - vertical 

6060 

7060 



44x27 

Hffih Values - 1955 - 1963 

6030 

7030 



}0x35 

HieH Values * Machin 

63035 

73035 



CUT TO SIZE br Great Britain Stamps 

£3.50 




Size mm 

Packs of 50 

Black 

Clear 

Quantity 

Price 

41x30 

Paintings etc 

6101 

7101 



30x41 

Commems - 1970 onwards 

61 13 

7113 



3Sx35 

New 'Sauare' Commems 

6109 

7109 



35x37 

New Square' Commems 

63537 

73537 



37x35 

New 'Square' Commems 

63735 

73735 



STRIPS 2 1 0mm 

£6.15 




Ht mm 

Packets of 25 

Black 

Clear 



21 

Very small stamps 

roll 

2021 



24 

Definitive Commems 

1024 

2024 



26 

USA Canada Commems 

1026 

2026 



27.5 

1955 - 1963 Hifih Values 

1027 

2027 



29 

lersey-Guemsey 

1029 

2029 



30 

Modem G6 Commems 

1030 

2030\ 



31 

jersey High Values 

1031 

2031 



33 

Misc ForeijETi Issues 

1033 

2033 



STRIPS 210mm 

£7.85 




Ht mm 

Packets of 25 

Black 

Clear 



35 

Modern GB Commems 

1035 

2035 



36 

GB Machin High Values 

1036 

2036 



37 

Modern GB Commems 

1037 

2037 



39 

Various foreign Issues 

1039 

2039 



41 

Modem GB Commems 

1041 

2041 



44 

^^^rous foreign Issues 

1044 

2044 



43 

Blocks of Four GB Issues 

1048 

20da 



55 

Blocks of Four 

toss 

2055 



&LOCK SIZES 

£6.15 




Size mm 

Packets of 1 0 

Black 

Clear 



210x66 


1066 

2066 



210x70 

Suitable for 

1070 

2070 



210x76 

Blocks 

1076 

2076 



210x86 

Miniature sheets 

1086 

2086 



130x05 

Gutter Parrs 

1201 

2201 



l4flx!0S 

Etc 

1202 

2202 



160x120 


1203 

2203 



210x170 

Packets of 5 

1204 

2204 




Mixed blocks * 9 different 

1205 

2205 



MIXED STARTER' PACKS 

£3.3S 



1 

1 1 3 sti'ips various sizes 

1002 

2002 




‘When qualf^ counts, you can on Hc^wid* 

Order total: £ 

“POST: Up to £60.00 - £3.95 per order Over £60:0‘0 - Post FREE” 
(UK only) Overseas sent at cost. 

Name:.. 


Address: 


....Postcode: 

Credit Card I [] I I I I I I I I I I I I I J 

Cheque □ 


Expiry Date:. 
Security Code (Isse 3 dibits): , 


Pleaie make cheques payable to: DUNCANNON PARTNERSHIP 


4 Beaufort Road, Reigate, Surrey RH2 9DJ 
Tel: 01 737 244222 Fax: 01 737 224743 


HAWID (UK) 


www.duncannon.co.uk 



Visit our 
website 


www.greatbritainstamps.net 



or contact us for a free catalogue 


Swan Stamps 


PO Box 501 Torquay 
Devon TQ1 9FE 
Phone: 01803 323430 


email: sue(ggreatbritainstamps.net 






Stamp stories 



A new style for a new era 

In his ongoing series revealing the intriguing stories behind stamp issues, Chris West 
describes the popularity of Art Deco designs in the early 20th century and picks out a 
beautifully designed Art Deco stamp from Mexico 


T he Art Deco 

style developed 
as a reaction 
to the fanciful, 
sinuous, vaguely 
decadent world 

of Art Nouveau. It was clean-lined, 
geometric, muscular, enthusiastically 
modern and often celebrated 
machinery or physical labour. It was 
optimistic: dating from the mid- 1 920s, 
it was a clear statement that the bad 
old days of the First World War and 
the depression that followed were over. 
It was ambitious: Art Deco was not 
just ‘art’ but used in architecture and 
industrial design. Londoners can see its 
influence in Battersea power station. 
Broadcasting House, and Charles 
Holden’s tube stations on the outer 
reaches of the Piccadilly line. 

Art historians enjoy arguing 
about when the movement began, 
but it first came to public attention 
in 1925 , when the Exposition 
Internationale des Arts Decoratifs 
et Industriels Modernes was held 
in Paris (celebrated in six stamps, 
one of the earliest sets of French 
commemoratives). The expo attracted 
designers from all over the world: Art 
Deco soon became a global style, and 
as such features on stamps of many 
nations. The Netherlands led the way: 
two stamps celebrating the centenary 
of the nation’s lifeboats are pure 
Art Deco, and were issued the year 
before the Expo. France, Germany 
and Austria soon followed: Austria’s 


1925 Postage Due labels are classics. 
British stamp-design was late to adopt 
the style, but when we did, we did 
so with huge panache via Barnett 
Freedman’s 1935 Silver Jubilees. 

Art Deco was also embraced in 
Latin America - especially Mexico. 
The nation had endured two and 
a half decades of turmoil since a 
revolution had overthrown dictator 
Porfiro Diaz in 1910. Two presidents 
were assassinated, in 1920 and 1928. 
In 1934 , however. General Lazaro 
Cardenas took power and held onto 
it. He had a radical agenda. Land was 
redistributed to peasant farmers and 
the railways nationalised. Laws were 
put in place to protect indigenous 
minorities. The president halved 
his own salary and moved from the 
former presidential mansion, the 
magnificent Chapultepec Castle 
(now Mexico’s Museum of National 
History). In 1938, the oil industry 
was nationalised. The new regime 
was authoritarian, corporatist and left 
of centre, but kept its distance from 
the Soviet Union: in 1936 Cardenas 
welcomed Stalin’s arch-enemy Leon 
Trotsky to Mexico — an unfortunate 
move for the veteran Bolshevik, as he 
was murdered there in August 1940. 

Cardenas’ party, the PRI, would rule 
until 2000, though the General later 
became disillusioned with it. Unlike 
many world leaders, he did not use his 
position to line his pockets: on leaving 
office, he lived in relative simplicity, 
devoting himself to educational and 





ir COHFEREHCtA INTERAMERICAHA DE 
AGMCULTURA 6 d 16 do Julio do l?42 

CORREOS • MEXICO! 


Francisco Eppens 
designed over 100 
stamps for Mexico 
during the middie of the 
20th century, often using 
the Art Deco styie 


Francisco Eppens designed over 100 
stamps for Mexico during the middle of the 
20th century y often using the Art Deco style 


land-improvement projects. 

Art Deco, with its forward-looking, 
populist mindset, was an ideal house- 
style for the new government. 

This stamp is by Francisco Eppens. 
Born in 1913, Eppens was a prodigy, 
enrolling in the National Art School 
aged fourteen. By the time he was 
22, he was taken on by the Talleres 
de Impresion de Estampillas y Valores 
de Mexico, designing stamps for the 
nation - it was 1935, and Cardenas’ 
new government wanted work with 
a fresh, young spirit. Eppens went 
on to design some of Mexico’s finest 
stamps: the one above; the 1 centavo 
‘giant mosquito’ anti-malaria stamp 
from 1939; the 5 centavo ‘Helmsman’ 
from 1940; the magnificent 
motorcyclist from the 1954 Special 
Delivery series; most famous of all, 
perhaps, the 1950 Air Mail (Correo 
Aereo) series featuring imagery from 
Mexico’s vanished, rich past. In a 
long career, Eppens designed over 100 
stamps, and oversaw the creation of 
as many more. He also redesigned his 
nation’s coat of arms in 1968; this 
now features on Mexico’s coins and its 
national flag. 
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rrtfirld Stamp Cenlre (Eiit. 1977). A 'tmatl Famrly business bave priidticfcJ a New^letler lisling all iht: col1ecLiciii!i we have 
acquired aver our shop counter^ for many years. We do uoi buy at auctions. We buy from the public: CoLIcciors, Solicilors 
Probate lots. Banks^ Charities, Attic finds etc. Many of the ihoiLsands, who have bought From us, return to sell their treasures,, 
for all manner of reasons^ e|^. moving^ changing interests, retirement. We make a free market valuation of the stamps. Wc ofTcr 
to buy them there and then or invite you to gcL another offer if you wish. It^ as simple as that! No auctions with unpredictable 
results and exorbitant commission charges. No waiting fiionths whilst the auctioneer catalogues your collectioti. only to sell it 
to a dealer like us. No waiting 45 working days (or more) for payment after the sale. Instant, friendly, face to face dealing. i\s 
they say complicated enough"'. Why complicate il more sending your Ufe^ work by some freight company to a faceless 
valuer. Wc buy direct. No hassle, no charges, no watting. Got something to sell? Try us. What have you got to lose? Come to 
our shop^ no appointmeui required (open Wed. Fri and Sal ^lOa.m. - 4 p.m. ) for a free, no obligation, offer. 

J5 years of experience, valuing stamps every' day* will ensure you have made the right move, 

ittm fo(;n ic) TiiF shop — 

Fntield Stamp Centre is located in f.aiicasler Road three doors down from the Holly Bush 

pub. Two buses pass our door from the town * 1 9\ & I ■£>>*»« f 1 1 II 


Oakwood. Then lake a cab ( 1 5 niin). 


m:\rtst train ,s tation 


Gordon 1 111 I ( I icn ford Line from Finshuiy' Park) 

BY ( AH 

fum utT the M2 5 al junction 24 then take the A] 0U5 signposted linfield and Pol Low for 
three miles. Al miio mimdabool (jusl past Chase i'orrn llospilal) Uim jeft. At the ncxi 
mini roundabout bear leU and ftdlow ihis rood pusl Gci^rdnn Hil] Slation. 1his will lead 
you to another mini rouudabaout. Cross Ibb and our shop is Lbirty yards along on the righl. 
We can also be found ifyou lake junction 25, dov^Ti the A 10 and lum right at the traffic 
lights for Canerhaleh [.ane. 

KntMd Stump Centre, 192 - 194 Laaco-ster Rood, th field, Middlesex £N2 iUll 
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yOl R LOCAL STAMP 
SHOFJl'ST A PIIDNL 
CALL OR EMAIL AWAY! 



Enf iejd: Sta m p Ce htXe 


192^1941^ rieaster'Rci' 
Enfield-Middle'sex,TEN2 0 

Tel: 020 8367 2653 

email: enquiries@enfieldstampcentre.com 
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Philately Understood 



OUGHT 


AND SELLING STAMPS 


Advance Notification of upcoming NEW ‘Stamp Tips of the Trade’ + ‘Case Studies’ 
Some Plain Talk about the simple business of stamps which often seems complicated 


Why is my business publishing this information? 

I can remember the day I found my Father's stamp collection in 
the bottom di-awer of the bureau in the dining room more than 45 
years ago. Aged 1 1 , 1 was excited travel ling the world through his 
stamps. In those days every school had a stamp club and mine was no 
exception. 1 took the collection to school and joined the stamp club. 
When Mr. Armitage (the Chemistry Teacher who ran the club) asked 
what stamps we collected I said “Wurttembeig” - much to every- 
body's surprise. In fact they were from Austria and the page was mis- 
elassilied. They were those imperromte 1 920 's Austrian Newspaper 
stamps which fascinated me and as everybody now knows are hardly 
worth anything . . . but probably they helped me gel started in stamps. 
Over follow ing years 1 found little help in understanding stamps, 
so much had to be learned the hard-way which is why my company 
UFA publishes what 1 dare to hope are useful articles about collecting 
and buying and selling stamps. It is my hope that these prove valu- 
able to you and that we may serve you if you decide to contact us . . . 

There are se^ eral different ty pes of stamp 
businesses 

In fact no two stamp dealers are alike. What 
a truism that is. Once in Amsterdam 1 made the 
mistake of admitting to the owner of the stamp 
shop I was visiting that 1 was a dealer. In almost 
perfect English “We Don’t sell to Dealers” and he 
turned his back. So did 1 - as 1 left his shop. But 
over the years 1 discovered that the only way to succeed in stamps 
was to create a business of stamp selling systems and Join them all 
together. This is what allows us to handle stamps from literally every 
single country in the world. Recently in coming articles which 1 shall 
call 'Case Studies ’ the strength of this business model has become 
apparent. 

How can UFA help you? 

If You are Collectmg You can Request ... 

1 . Auction; fake £55 OFF Your Ist purchase (UK clients + selected 
counlries) OlTer: Request your Next Free UFA auction catalogue 
WT^rth £15 comprising 1,996 lots from £’s to £l,000’s. Apart 
from £55 OFF you'll benefit from UFA'S Unique combination of 
features to collector colleagues - NO Buyer’s Fiiemium ^ Reduc- 
ing Estimate System till sold or given away - All lots Guaranteed 
- Modest shipping + Free Insurance. KequesI: now - coupons by 
magnzinc [ndc\ 

2. Approvnis: Take £25 OFF Your Isl Approvals purchase (UK 
clients + selected countries): Individually identified and priced 
stamp selections of stamps from most countries in the world sent 
to you on approval. You select those you want and return the rest 
w ith payment. Established 56 years. Request now - coupons by 
magazine Index 


3. OFF-paper WOliLD / Country Mixtures — Unit priced — buy 
those you want, return diose you don’t - UK clients SEND £6.45 
- over 100,000 bags supplied. Requei^t now - coupons by maga- 
zine Index 

4. On-line? E-Bay clients - hundreds of lots starting 1 p auctions 
though to £20,000 collections on-line. Visit www'.upastampauc- 
tions comk for links to eBay account ID's: upa-global, imiversal- 
philalclie, upa-eollec tables, upa-online 

5. PRIVAFE FREATY: A new UFA selling system - valuable col- 
lections sold / malched to clienls on a conunission basis. Modest 
fees, No sale. No charge. British Empire collections required to 
£250,000, GB collections to £500,000, Collections / Fostal Histo- 
ry / Foreign from £2,000 upwards 

If You are SePing Please Contact Andrew / Elaine at UFA: 

Valuable Collections wanted; We can use and have clients who 
require GB collections to £500,000, British Empire / British Com- 
monwealth to £250,000 and Foreign required. Telephone, Fax oi' 
E-mail now. 

WTiy does UFA make Promotional Offers? 

Unlike most other stamp companies we believe 
in giving before hoping to receive. We believe in 
proving to YOU that your tmst in dealing with UFA 
is well founded. Proving to YOU in advance of ask- 
ing you to purchase from as is much of our model. 
Most collector colleagues stay with UFA which is why w c can make 
you such an extraordinary olTer. 1,996 diilerent collectors (and some 
dealers) bid in our latest auction, 90% of whom won lots. Without 
pernicious buyer’s premium average regular collector bidders save 
£250 a year at UFA. Client layalt^^ is the reason why we can offer 1st 
time buyers aged over IB (1) £55 OFF your 1st auction purchase 
whether you spend more than £55 or not . Request now - coupons by 
m»g»zine Index 

Advance Notification of NEW "Stamp Tips of the Trade’ and 
"Case Studies’ to f(»liow 

We're going to be publishing more articles in the coming months. 
If you wxiuld like to know^ more about how' my company may serve 
you ... please use Ihe coupons beside Ihe Index in this Stamp Mart 
... if you are really interested please do it NOW, don’t forget to 
Request My "Tips of the Trade FREE booklet too ! Please contact 
us in any way today 

Looking forward to hearing from you. 

Thank you for reading 



Andrew McGa%in, Managing Director UFA 


“We Don’t sell 
to Dealers” and he 
turned his back. 



Andrew Pronnoting Philately on 
The Alan Titchmarsh Show ITV 


Contact us in any way today 


Universal Philatelic Auctions (SCM15/11): 4, The Old Coalyard, 
West End, Northleach, Glos, GL54 3HE, UK 
Telephone: 01451 861111, Fax: 01451 861297 
E-Mail : info@upastampauctions.co.uk 
Web: ww w.u pa stam pauction s.co.u k 



REQUEST MY 
'TIPS OF THE 
TRADE' FREE 
BOOKLET 



Stanley Gibbons 
Auctions 


Stanley Gibbons All World Public Auction. 

November 18th and 19th 2015. 


Including the "Brian Coote" collections of Egypt, GB (QEII errors), South Africa and Sudan. 















The late "Dr, G, Harell" collection of Jammu and Kashmir 



A superb collection of "Essays, Proofs and Reprints 

of the 1854 issues of India" 




Please contact Ryan Epps repps@stanleygibbons.com or call 020 7836 8444 


Est 1856 

m STANLEY 
mi GIBBONS 

Auctions 


Stanley Gibbons Limited 

399 Strand, London, WC2R OLX 
+44 (0)20 7836 8444 
www.stanleygibbons.com 











Italian States 


Becoming 


Prompted by the article in our June 
edition describing the so-called 
‘Bomba Heads’ stamps of Sicily, 
David Bailey examines more stamps 
issued by the Northern Italian States 
and finds many more classics to 
collect in the first of a two-part guide 


B efore 1861, ‘Italy’ was a 
concept not a country. 
Since the fall of the 
Roman Empire, the 
peninsular and its islands 
had been split into dozens of shifting 
entities, some ruled from home, others 
from France, Austria, Constantinople 
and even, in Sicily’s case, from 
England. But the introduction of 
postage stamps happened in the 
uneasy period between the First War of 
Independence in 1848 (which failed) 
and the Second War from 1859 (which 
succeeded). It’s the birth of a new 
country, as recorded by its stamps. 

SARDINIA 

January 1851 

King Victor Emmanuel II 

The first state to issue stamps was 
the confusingly-named Kingdom 
of Sardinia. Their territory and 
population was mostly in the 
Piedmont area of Italy, where the 
House of Savoy had been a power in 


Struggles to form a 
unified Italy began as 
early as 1 81 5, but it 
was not until 1871 that 
the Kingdom of Italy 
was officially founded 


MODENA. Five cents 
on green from the first 
setting, from the top 
left corner of the sheet 
and with no full point 
after the figure of value; 
this fine cover was 
estimated at $400 to 
$500 (£319) in a recent 
Robert Siegel Auction 


the land for centuries. In 1850s, it 
had a Parliamentary-style Government 
under Victor Emmanuel II and 
his Prime Minster Count Cavour. 
Count Camillo Benso di Cavour had 
travelled extensively in England and 
France, and he was determined to 
modernise his own country, reforming 
agriculture, building railways and 
opening stock exchanges in Genoa 
and Turin. Postal reform along 
English lines was very much a part of 
this process and that meant a set of 
stamps. At first, they looked to France 
for a printer, but high prices and an 


ongoing trade dispute put them off, 
so they chose a jobbing litho printer 
in Turin called Francois Matraire. 

Trials and triumphs 

Matraire responded with a simple 
design to be printed in three colours: 
5c black, 20c blue and 40c pink. 

Each design was drawn separately 
onto stone by Matraire himself and 
there are minor differences between 
them. He also incorporated ‘secret 
marks’ for security. 

Two of the pearls in the design have no 
shading, above the T of Poste and seventh 
from bottom of the right hand frame. 




Above, from left: PARMA. A dangerous forgery of 
the rare 80c provisional issue (image courtesy of 
the Italy & Colonies Study Circle); SARDINIA. 

A fine four-margin copy from the 1 851 set, 
printed entirely by litho. It had a base price of £40 
in a recent Italy & Colonies Study Circle Auction, 
the Gibbons catalogue value is £300 
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PARMA. A fine four- 
margin copy of the 
1 5c red on a neat 
cover to Piacanza in 
Sardinia. This cover was 
estimated at $150 to 
$200 (£128) in a recent 
Robert Siegei Auction 


PARMA. The simpiified 
design of the 1 857 set 
on cover to Miian.This 
highiy desirabie cover 
was estimated at $750 
to $1,000 (£640) in a 
Robert Siegei Auction 


always clear and the paper was prone 
to split. Postal workers also had a 
problem distinguishing the 5c and 
20c stamps in poor light. Matraire 
could hardly abandon embossing, 
there was too much money invested 
in it. So from 1854, the third 
Sardinian issue used a combination of 
embossing and lithography. 

The paper was printed with 
coloured borders before the head 
and figures were embossed. This was 
better: clear colours for the values 
and a forgery-proof head. However, 
it failed to solve the problem. The 
figures were still hard to read and 
in later printings, the green became 
bluer and the blue became greener. 
There were also problems with 


The stamps were an immediate 
success and demand increased 
rapidly. This called for a measure 
of mass-production when it came 
to making new plates and print 
quality suffered, so the secret marks 
were not always apparent. Concerns 
about counterfeiting would be best 
addressed by line-engraved printing, 
but no-one had the machinery. So 
Matraire came up with the next best 
thing: blind embossing. The entire 
design, lettering and all, would be 
impressed into thin coloured paper: 
impossible to forge or clean and 
re-use. The State invested in new 
machinery and printing started in 
1853, with a 5c blue-green, a 20c 
blue and a 40c in pale rose. However, 
quality suffered again in mass- 
production; the embossing is not 


register: getting the die-stamping in 
the right place on the sheet. 

And so Matraire came up with a 
revised design, where the border was 
printed by letterpress, the lettering was 
reversed out and blind embossing was 
used for the head only. This worked. As 
far as stamp production was concerned, 
Matraire had successfully re-invented 
the wheel. The fourth Sardinian issue 
ran from 1855 until 1863. It was used 
in Sardinia and in territories captured 
by its army. It also formed the basis for 
the first Italian stamps. The original 
values: 5c, 20c and 40c were joined 
by 10c, 80c and 3l values. There 
are many different shades, inverted 
heads and some stamps were printed 
by lithography when the letterpress 
machines were busy, so there is near- 
infinite scope for study. 


This is one of the world’s great 
classic stamp series and deserves a 
place in any collection. 

TUSCANY 

April 1851 

Grand Duke Leopold II 

Grand Duke Leopold began as a 
reforming head of state, who had 
drafted a new constitution and 
allowed a degree of press freedom. 
However, he was always overshadowed 
by the power of Austria, which 
limited his scope for reform. He 
supported Sardinia against Austria 
in 1848 and found himself in 
exile afterwards. But in 1849, 
he was re-instated on the throne 
with Austrian support. These were 
confusing times. 

The Austrians were rapidly becoming 
the postmasters of Europe. Since 
launching their own stamps in 1850, 
they had created issues for Lombardy 
and Venetia and organised the Austro- 
German Postal Union encompassing 
the Empire and the German States. 

Next, they wanted to organise 
an Austro-Italian Postal Union, to 
stimulate trade and consolidate their 
hold over the peninsular. The Tuscans 
would be the first to join. 

Tuscany already had an efficient 
system of couriers, so this was just a 
matter of rationalising weights and 
prices, and printing the stamps. 

Tuscan currency at this time was a 
complicated affair, with four different 
units in circulation. 1 Tuscan Lira 
was equivalent to 12 Crazie, 20 Soldi 
or 60 Quattrini. The stamps are 



vvvvw.stampandcoin.co.uk 


NOVEMBER 20 1 5 61 




Italian States 


J 


denominated in the last three of them. 

All stamps featured the symbol of 
Florence, the lion of Etruria, also 
called the Marzocco — curiously, in 
Tuscan slang today, the word means 
‘idiot’. The stamps were printed by 
letterpress in Florence. But in the 
interests of economy, 240 stamps 
were crammed onto each plate, so 
the margins between them are tiny 
and four margin copies are hard to 
find. The paper for the first issue 
is hand-made and of good quality 
but varies in colour from grey to 
blue. It is watermarked with twelve 
large crowns. From 1857, the lower 
values were printed on a poorer 
quality paper with a different 
watermark of wavy lines and 
lettering. Colours from this issue are 
more muted than before. 

Provisional Government 

In 1859, the Sardinians and French 
declared war on Austria. Feopold II 
came under intense pressure, first to 
join their side in the war and then to 
abdicate altogether. He refused and 
was deposed in a bloodless coup. 

A provisional government was set up. 
A plebiscite was held and Tuscany 
prepared for a merger with Sardinia 
and the new Italian State. This meant 
a change of currency as well as change 
of dynasty and the existing dies 
were hurriedly adapted to meet the 
demand for new stamps. The Tuscan 
lion and lower value tablet were 
literally cut out and replaced by the 
Arms of Savoy and the new currency 
of Fire and Cents. 



They were still being used long after 
the formation of Italy, as late as 1863. 

MODENA 

June 1852 
Duke Francis V 

Modena was the smallest of the 
Italian States, just 6,000 sq km, 
and formed part of the Este family 
estates. It also came into the 
Austrian sphere of influence and 
therefore under pressure to join 
the Austro Italian Postal Union. 

The Ducal administration fussed 
and procrastinated but eventually, 
with Tuscan help, they produced a 
set of stamps. The design featured 
the arms of the Este family and the 
four values were printed in black 
on coloured papers. The inscription 
reads ‘Poste Estensi’; Modena was 


SARDINIA. The second 
Sardinia Issue was 
embossed on coloured 
paper. This exceptional 
20c blue on cover was 
estimated at $500 to 
$700 (£445) in a recent 
Robert Siegel Auction 


still a family business. 

The stamps were printed in sheets 
of 240, comprising four panes of 
sixty stamps. There are two versions 
of the figures of value, with and 
without a full point at the end. 

There are also large numbers of 
constant varieties: these can now be 
accurately ascribed to their positions 
on the plates. 

In 1859, the French and Sardinian 
armies defeated the Austrians at the 
battle of Magenta. Duke Francis 
fled into exile and a provisional 
government was set up to prepare for 
a merger with Tuscany and Parma 
and eventual incorporation into a 
new Italian State. 

Supplies of Sardinian stamps 
were delivered, to replace the Este 
family crest. But these proved to be 



From left: SARDINIA. The third Sardinian Issue was litho-printed with a coloured frame, then embossed, this Is the 5c green; SARDINIA. The fourth Issue combines fine die-stampIng with 
letterpress printing; a classic set; TUSCANY. A 6 Crazle In slate on grey paper from the first Tuscan Issue; TUSCANY. The 5c green from the Provisional Government set, with changed currency 
and the Arms of Savoy (Images courtesy of the Italy & Colonies Study Circle) 
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insufficient and a provisional issue, 
using the same six values as Sardinia, 
was rushed into production. This 
set is very rare in used condition, in 
fact all the used stamps of Modena 
are among the most expensive of the 
Italian States. 


SARDINIA. Stamps of 
the fourth Issue show 
considerable variation In 
shades. Image courtesy 
of the Italy & Colonies 
Study Circle 


PARMA 

June 1852 
Duke Charles III, 

Duchess Marie Louise 

The Duchy of Parma just exceeded 
Modena for surface area but had a 
smaller population. It was owned 
and ruled by the Bourbon family 
and it, too created postage stamps in 
response to Austrian pressure. They 
rejected Parma’s first design as being 
too easy to forge, so the final design 
features the Bourbon crest, the 
Fleur de Lys, in a Greek-style border 
with a crown above and an intricate 
background of fine lines. The stamps 
were printed by letterpress in sheets 
of eighty cliches set in a wooden 
frame. There were four panes of 
twenty stamps and the value tablets 
were individually hand set. 

The first set of five values was 
printed in black ink on coloured 
paper. The second set, from 1853, 
features coloured inks on white 
paper. Both issues vary in print 
quality from good to dreadful. 
Variations in ink and paper are 
partly to blame but the fine lines of 
the background would tax the skills 
of any general printer of the day. 

On 26 March, 1854, Charles 
III was stabbed in the street by an 


anarchist called Antonio Carra and 
later died. His son, Robert, was still 
only six years old, so Charles Ill’s 
wife, Marie Louise ruled as Regent. 

By 1857, the stamp printing 
plates were becoming badly worn. 

But rather than re-make them from 
the original dies, they decided on a 
new, simpler design, very similar to 
the stamps of Modena and using the 
state’s full name ‘Duchy of Parma 
and Piacenza’. The basic set has three 
values in coloured inks on white 
paper. The stamps were printed in 
sheets of 72, without panes. But 
print quality is, again, variable. 

In the war of 1859, Sardinian 
troops crossed the border into Parma 
and were largely welcomed by the 
inhabitants. Marie Louise resigned in 
favour of a provisional government 
and went into exile in France. 


From this time, the stamps of 
Sardinia began to be used in Parma, 
but the merger would not be official 
until after a plebiscite. So Parma’s 
newspaper stamps were hurriedly 
adapted to produce a provisional set 
of five. This set produced one of the 
great rarities of world philately: the 
80c. Only eight copies are known and 
only one has been found on cover. 

Parma became part of the 
Kingdom of Sardinia in March 1860. 

Acknowlegements: Many thanks to 
the Italy & Colonies Study Circle and 
Robert Siegel Auctions for information 
and images used in this article. 

NEXT MONTH: We continue 
our guide to the stamps of the 
Italian States, examining the issues 
of the Southern region of Italy 


Collecting the stamps 

Many ordinary collectors are wary of the Italian States due to their high 
catalogue values and a reputation for forgeries and reprints. The good 
news is that every stamp from every issue has been thoroughly studied and 
researched and there are whole libraries of reference books to consult. This 
means that no reputable dealer or auction house has any excuse for selling 
forged stamps and expert certificates can generally be trusted. 

As with GB, exceptional stamps and covers will always fetch top prices 
but there is much affordable, collectable material out there too; just get 
familiar with your chosen area before splashing out. The website www. 
italianstamps.co.uk has some fine examples of most types and see www. 
antichistati.com for a detailed background and descriptions of each issue. I’d 
also recommend joining the Italy & Colonies Study Circle (declaration of 
interest: I joined two years ago), their members are a fund of knowledge and 
their auction a reliable source of affordable material. 
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EXP 14. THE BRITISH - ICELANDIC 
EXPEDITION A scarce expedition cover 
for the British - Iceiandic expedition of 
1981. This is the officiai iiiustrated cover 
fiown from the UK to KEFLAVIC (Iceiand) 
and bears the RO. expedition postmark. 
The cover has been additionaiiy signed by 
Mike Todd, (Chairman of the B.S.A.C.) An 
important postai history cover for saie .... 
Price £12. 

M19A MAURITIUS A fine speciaiised 
coiiection of Mauritius stamps, inciuding 
severai unmounted mint biocks pius singies. 
Mainiy QEII unm. mint, but inciudes eariier 
stamps and some used. A great coiiection 
to buiid on with over 100 Mauritius stamps, 
unchecked for cataiogue vaiue Price £12. 

SH337 SUPER HEROES A spectacuiar 
coiiection of Super Heroes on stamps 
inciuding: Superman, Catwoman ‘X-Men’, 
Titans, The Incredibie Huik, Spiderman pius 
others. Noted, Jersey ‘Man of Steei’ aiso 
various miniature sheets & mint and used 
stamps. The whoie coiiection Price £19.50. 

GB85 GREAT BRITAIN An important 
error on the 1966 Battie of Hastings 6d. 
vaiue. The wrong coiour goid ieaf was used 
in error on the Queens Head. Error - yeiiow 
goid instead of normai bronze goid. We can 
offer the unmounted mint error pius normai 
stamp for comparison Price £7.50. 

CYL29 CYLINDER NUMBER 
BLOCKS A specialized coiiection of Great 
Britain & British Commonweaith cyiinder 
number biocks. It is unusuai to see such a 
iarge iot of different cyiinder number biocks. 
120 stamps in aii unmounted mint cyiinder 
number biocks Price £21. 

LA39K BRITISH ISLES A phenomenal 
& valuable collection of British Locai Isiand’s 
stamps. Oniy unmounted mint, inciuding Lundy 
Isiand, Davaar Isiand, Cairn lar, Isie of Easdaie, 
Bernera Isiand, Staffa, Stroma, Isie of Pabay, 
Bardsey, Herm, Caif of Man, Hiidasay - Shetiand 
Isiands, Jethou, Brechou, Aidemey, St Kiida, 

St Marys, Caivey Isiand, Sanda Isiand, Gugh, 

St Martins. With biocks, muitipies, singies & 
miniature sheets. This important & vaiuabie 
coiiection with oniy unmounted mint stamps 
and many high £ vaiues. The nominai face vaiue 
is weii over £200 Price £47.25. 

R28 BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 
PROOFS: A specialised and most 
vaiuabie coiiection of Printers PROOF 
STAMPS AND PROGRESSIVE PROOF 
STAMPS some stuck down on special 
Printers Cards together with Officiai 
authorised verification & check 
signatures. Rareiy does such a precious 
coiiection get offered for saie, a totai of 
TWENTY PROGRESSIVE PROOFS plus 
various Proofs Price £42.00 

PH 165 GREAT BRITAIN POSTAL 
HISTORY POSTMISTRESS COVER 

A scarce cover signed by Doris Gray, The 
Postmistress of Haroidswick Post Office. A 
speciai Royai Maii Commemorative Stamp 
was produced in 1997 for Haroidswick P.0, 
the most northerniy post office in Britain, 
speciaiiy postmarked by the Royai Maii 
at Unst. Shetiand Isiand. Oniy 200 of this 
scarce cover were postmarked and signed 
by the Postmistress neariy two decades 
ago. Rareiy offered for saie Price £10. 


JOR.43K - JORDAN & TRANS 
JORDAN A superb coiiection of oniy 
unmounted mint stamps in biocks, pairs 
and singies. Impressive Trans Jordan eariy 
engraved stamps in biocks, foiiowing on to 

iater Jordan issues. Over 100 stamps 

Price £13.75 

Z33E UNORTHODOX STAMPS One of 
the most unusuai coiiections we have ever 
seen assembied, with everything except 
normai stamps. Inciuding trianguiar stamps, 
seif adhesive ‘free form’, map shaped stamps, 
goid foii round (circuiar) stamps, diamond 
shapes, ‘3 dimensionai’ and others. Hundreds 
of different mint and used unorthodox stamps 
Price £13. 

PM22 - HAROLD WILSON Scarce GB 
Political Cover, commemorating the 50th 
Anniversary of the Eiection of Haroid Wiison 
as Prime Minister. The cover is iiiustrated 
with the iconic “Labour will get things done’' 
poster and bears Royai Maii, Wiison stamps 
with officiai first day post mark and famous 
Haroid Wiison quote: “ The main essentials 
of a successful prime minister are sleep and 
a sense of history.” Oniy fifty of this cover 
are known to exist, reposted on 16/10/14 
with officiai Royai Maii “Big Ben” postmark 
exactiy fifty years to the day of his first 
eiection victory. Price £14 

GB 32EP GREAT BRITAIN ACID RAIN 
ERROR STAMP A super GB stamp error has 
recently come to light. The error a “must” for 
any compiete GB coiiection shows a “fuii stop” 
at the base of the 24p denomination. As it is a 
constant error oniy one such stamp appears 
in each sheet of 100 stamps. So, it is 99 times 
scarcer than the normai stamp (SG 1629) Many 
serious GB stamp coiiectors are now reaiising 
that their coiiections are incompiete without 
this important vaiue denomination variety. We 
offer the Acid Rain error stamp, together with 
normai stamp for comparison. Price £8.75 

KG6. H2 KING GEORGE VI An 
impressive Coiiection of GB & British 
Coioniai Stamps issued during King Geo VI 
reign. Mainiy singies but inciudes some fine 
unmounted mint biocks. A vast range of 
countries covering the period 1937 - 1951. 
Hundreds of stamps (not counting extra 
stamps of eariier reigns). A great coiiection 
to buiid on Price £16.50 

MS. 561 GB MINI SHEETS A specialised 
Coiiection of Great Britain Stamp Exhibition 
Miniature Sheets. Comprising of over a dosen 
mint miniature sheets issued for British Stamp 
Exhibitions. Inciude Stampex and Intemationai 
Exhibitions with Royai Maii postaiiy vaiid sheets 
& scarcer sheets with post office approvai; 
which were not avaiiabie generaiiy from the 
Royai Maii. The whoie coiiection Price £9.75 

WWI . 3K - WORLD WAR I LORD 
KITCHENER POSTAL HISTORY 
COVER A special cover for the centenary 
of the Gibraltar Garrison, The Staffordshire 
Brigade served under Kitchener in the 2nd 
Sudanese War, then continued during Worid 
War I at the Garrison in Gibraitar. This scarce 
postai history cover bears a British WWI 
commemorative stamp with Lord Kitchener 
“Your Country Needs You” iiiustrated Royai 
Maii postmark. Unusuaiiy, the cover aiso bears 
a Gibraitar Garrison Centenary cachet in red. 
Oniy 100 covers were ever issued and many in 
Gibraitar coiiector’s hands Price £15. 


Did you miss the boat or did 
you take our advice? 

In 1973 we recommended and sold the British definitive 1/2p (SGX842) with one 
phosphor band on side. We told our customers to buy them at 25p each. WE WERE 
RIGHT! If you had taken our advice, for an outlay of only £150 in 1973, the current 
catalogue value of your investment would be a staggering total of £20,000. 

In 1999 we recommended our customers to buy the Princess Diana Welsh 
Language Presentation Packs. The catalogue value was only £2.50 each, but we 
were telling our customers to buy them for up to double catalogue value £5 each. 
Within only 6 years they had increased by 3,900%. 

As everyone knows, investments can go down as well as up and the past is not 
necessarily a guide to the future. However, being selective and taking sound advice 
is the best way to make your hobby pay for itself. 

In 2003 we recommended our customers to buy the Coronation £1 Green 
(SG 2380) which was catalogued by Stanley Gibbons at £1 .50 per stamp. 
Within 1 year the catalogue value has increased to £50 per stamp, an increase 
of over 3,200%. 

Our customers complemented us once again saying, 
“Thank you again you were right”. 


M27A CORONATION STREET A 

specialised end most unusual thematic 
collection of Coronation Street Stamps 
with COMPLETE UNM, MINT SETS. From 
various British Local Islands, including 
scarcer High Values and several £1.00 
values. Personalities depicted on stamps 
include: Jack & Annie Walker, Stan & 

Hilda Ogden, Ken & Irma Barlow, Jack & 
Vera Duckworth, Martha Longhurst, Ena 
Sharpies, Mike & Alma Baldwin, Kevin 
Webster, Raquel Wolstenholme, Ray 
Langton, Liz McDonald, Alf Roberts, Bet 
Gilroy, Curly Watts, Emily Bishop, Martin 
Platt, Leonard Swindly, Elsie Tanner, Reg 
Holdsworth + others Price £12.00 

LOT K2 GREAT BRITAIN UNMOUNTED 
MINT COMMEMORATIVES & DEFINITIVES 
UNSORTED ACCUMULATION. Items noted 
includes Traffic Light Gutter Pair Missing 
Phosphor Error coil strips. Well over 500 

stamps only unmounted mint 

Price £21 

ATH6 GREECE A colossal collection 
of Greek stamps from early issues to 
modern. Many older unmounted mint 
stamps including scarcer overprinted 
issues. There must be well over 500 
different stamps of Greece including mint 
and used Price £23. 

E56 LUNDY ISLAND A VAST HOARD of 
Unmounted Mint Sheets, blocks, multiples 
includes imprints gutter pairs etc. from 
1953 to about 1962 - Heavy duplicated 
Mass, must be 600+ stamps ..Price £35. 

E.28 POSTAGE DUES Unusual 
collection of POSTAGE DUE stamps, 
including GB, Br Cols and Foreign. In 
singles, blocks of multiples, all uncat. Mint 
(mostly unmounted) and used. About 120+ 
stamps Price 8.00 

E.32 GREAT BRITAIN SPECTACULAR 
ERROR on 1966 XMAS 3d. Value (SG713) 
SHIFT OF GOLD COLOUR, causing 
Queens Head Shift Error, superb unmtd 
mint together with normal stamp for 
comparison Price £4.25 


• 

VGA 4 - GREAT BRITAIN WWI | 

VICTORIA CROSS COVER Issued to 
commemorate the Centenary of the first Victoria | 
Cross to be awarded in World War I. The cover ■ 

with illustration of Lieut. Maurice Dease VC. who f 
died aged 24 in the first battle fought by the | 
British against the Germans at Mons on 4. 23 t 
Aug 1 91 4. The cover bears a special Royal Mail I 
VC stamp and postmarked with official Victoria V 
Cross “For Valour” postmark on 23 Aug 1 4. The I 

cover was restricted issue of only 1 00 covers I 

and is vital to complete any WWI collection i 

Price £9.25 ■ 

f 

EL54. ELEPHANTS A gorgeous collection ^ 
of elephants on stamps. With Indian and African | 
elephants on stamps (Might include the odd | 
mammoth). Mostly modern but dates back to ■ 

KGVI. With blocks and singles, mint and used. | 
Over 1 00 stamps Price £7 | 

SP27X SPACE Space, the final frontier. A f 

small but impressive collection of outer space | 
and space exploration camps. Including original | 
1 969 moon landing cover and People’s Republic I 
of China space covers. Over 1 00+ mint and used I 
stamps and miniature sheets. Noted mint Royal * 
Mail issues for Planetary Nebula in Norma & I 
Aquila, Seyfert 2 Galaxy in Circinus, Pegasus i 
Galaxy. Also Russia mint issue for Yuri Gagarin, I 
first man in space. A lovely lot.. ..Price £14.50 J 

SA 92 SOUTH AND CENTRAL AMERICA J 
A fantastic accumulation compromising of only a 
unmounted mint stamps in part sheets, multiples, | 
blocks and singles ranging from older engraved | 
stamps to the more recent. Includes: Nicaragua, | 
(Underprints noted) Chile, Columbia, Argentina, | 
Venezuela, Panama, Paraguay, Uruguay, Brazil, | 

Mexico & Dominica. This hoard of unsorted | 

unmounted mint stamps, is unchecked for | 
catalogue value and is estimated at over one ^ | 
thousand five hundred (1 500) Unm. Mint stamps. | 
For sale at the low price of only. Price £48 | 

I 

M6 PRINCESS DIANA Worldwide I 

collection. Some 1 0981 Wedding Issues, also ^ 
Prince William Birth, including scarcer sheetlets, i 
V SCARCE GUnER PAIR F.D.C’s SIGNED BY ^ 
THE DESIGNER (stamp designer) also various ! 
worldwide 1 997 Princess Diana Memorial ! 
Issues. The whole collection Price £1 3 ! 



12 Prince Albert Street, Brighton, Sussex, BN1 1HE 
Tel: 01273 326994 Fax: 01273 321318 
Telephone of Fax orders accepted. 

Payment by Mastercard or Visa credit cards 

We have no e-mail address, please contact us by telephone 

Est. 1981 dealing in stamps for over 40 years 
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Stanley Gibbons 

Mail Order 



BY APPOINTMENT TO 
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
PHILATELISTS 
STANLEY GIBBONS LTD 
LONDON 


Prestige Booklets 


SPECIAL OFFER - 4 FOR THE PRICE OF 3 



1969 

Stamps for Cooks (Stapled) ZPl : 

£400.00 

1999 

Profile on Print 

DX22 

£45.00 

2009 

Charles Darwin 

DX45 

£50.00 

1969 

Stamps for Cooks (Stitched) ZPla 

£13.00 

1999 

World Changers 

DX23 

£30.00 

2009 

Treasures of the archive 

DX46 

£18.00 

1972 

Wedgwood 

DXl 

£75.00 

2000 

Special by design 

DX24 

£42.00 

2010 

Navy Uniforms 

DX47 

£20.00 

1980 

Wedgwood 

DX2 

£8.00 

2000 

Queen Mother 

DX25 

£31.00 

2010 

Classic Album Covers 

DX48 

£35.00 

1982 

Story of Stanley Gibbons 

DX3 

£11.00 

2000 

Treasury of Trees 

DX26 

£35.00 

2010 

Royal Society 

DX49 

£20.00 

1983 

Royal Mint 

DX4 

£11.00 

2001 

Royal Navy Submarines 

DX27 

£40.00 

2010 

Accession of KGV 

DX50 

£25.00 

1984 

Christian Heritage 

DX5 

£25.00 

2002 

A Gracious Accession 

DX28 

£45.00 

2011 

Britain Alone 

DX51 

£22.00 

1985 

The Times 

DX6 

£20.00 

2002 

Across the Universe 

DX29 

£34.00 

2011 

WWF 

DX52 

£21.00 

1986 

British Rail 

DX7 

£25.00 

2003 

Microcosmos 

DX30 

£38.00 

2011 

Morris & Co 

DYl 

£23.00 

1987 

P&O 

DX8 

£25.00 

2003 

Perfect Coronation 

DX31 

£70.00 

2011 

1st Aerial Post 

DY2 

£45.00 

1988 

Financial Times 

DX9 

£32.00 

2004 

Letters by Night 

DX32 

£30.00 

2012 

Roald Dahl 

DY3 

£26.00 

1989 

Scots Connection 

DXIO 

£22.00 

2004 

Horticultural Society 

DX33 

£40.00 

2012 

Diamond Jubilee 

DY4 

£28.00 

1990 

London Life 

DXll 

£28.00 

2005 

Bronte Sisters 

DX34 

£28.00 

2012 

London Olympics 

DY5 

£50.00 

1991 

Agatha Christie 

DX12 

£20.00 

2005 

Battle of Trafalgar 

DX35 

£28.00 

2013 

Doctor Who 

DY6 

£30.00 

1992 

Wales 

DX13 

£20.00 

2006 

Brunei 

DX36 

£26.00 

2013 

Football Heroes 

DY7 

£35.00 

1992 

JRR Tolkien 

DX14 

£20.00 

2006 

Victoria Cross 

DX37 

£35.00 

2013 

Mechant Navy 

DY8 

£24.00 

1993 

Beatrix Potter 

DX15 

£22.00 

2007 

World of Invention 

DX38 

£24.00 

2014 

Classic Locomotives 

DY9 

£32.00 

1994 

Northern Ireland 

DX16 

£25.00 

2007 

Machin 

DX39 

£24.00 

2014 

Buckingham Palace 

DYIO 

£29.00 

1995 

National Trust 

DX17 

£25.00 

2007 

British Army Uniforms 

DX40 

£26.00 

2015 

World War 1 Centenary 

DYll 

£26.00 

1996 

Euro 96 Football 

DX18 

£20.00 

2008 

James Bond 

DX41 

£30.00 

2015 

Inventive Britain 

DY12 

£33.00 

1997 

BBC 

DX19 

£22.00 

2008 

RAF Uniforms 

DX42 

£25.00 

2015 

The Great War 

DY13 

£31.00 

1998 

Wilding Definitives 

DX20 

£26.00 

2008 

Regional Definitives 

DX43 

£32.00 

2015 

Battle of Waterloo 

DY14 

£32.00 

1998 

Breaking Barrires 

DX21 

£35.00 

2009 

Design Classics 

DX44 

£38.00 

1 *The cheapest Prestige Booklet will be free. 



To order please contact Lesley Mourne 

lmourne@stanleygibbons.com 0207 557 4460 


Est 1856 



STANLEY 

GIBBONS 


Stanley Gibbons Limited 

399 Strand, London, WC2R OLX 
+44 (0)20 7836 8444 
www.stanleygibbons.com 







Cover story j 



The story 
behind the 


covers 


In a special feature for Stamp & Coin Mart, 
Richard Tarrant provides a personal account of 
his postal history collecting, explaining how 
three simple covers led to him discovering the 
fascinating life of the recipient 


O ne of the pleasures 
of collecting covers, 
particularly perfin 
covers, is the interest 
that can be derived 
from finding out about the sender. 
On occasion, there is also interest 
to be gained from researching the 
recipient, as I found recently. 

A member of my local stamp 
society was selling some covers at a 
club evening. I bought three of the 
covers from the 1950s, the initial 
attraction being that each cover had 
a different perfinned stamp. The 
covers identified the users of the 
perfins as United Dairies, the Royal 
Borough of Kensington, and Patent 
Steam Carpet Beating Co. Ltd. 

When I got the covers home and 
studied them more closely I saw 
that all three had been addressed to 
one Miss JA Hanafy. A quick trawl 
of the internet showed quite a lot 
about Miss Joyce Amina Hanafy, 
information that I added to with 
subsequent purchases of letters and 
bills that she had accumulated. 


Joyce Hanafy was born in Jar 
in 1922. Her father was an Eg} 
doctor who practised as a GP 
in Jarrow, while her mother was 
English. At some point Miss Hanafy 
had been accepted by Durham 
University for teacher training. 
During the Second World War, while 
at Durham, she had been invited 
by the Special Operations Executive 
(SOE) to train for service as a field 
agent. Miss Hanafy undertook 
training but was not selected for 
active service. While thought to be 
intelligent, very capable and fluent 
in Erench her personality was not 


The three perfin covers 
that began Richard 
Tarrant’s research into 
the iife of Joyce Hanafy 


Richard was intrigued 
by the three perfin 
covers and began to 
research the iife of the 
covers’ recipient 


thought to be suitable for a field 
agent role. 

The 1950s saw Miss Hanafy in 
London, living in the top floor 
flat in 61 Palace Gardens Terrace, 
Kensington. In 1983, Greater 
London Council sited a blue 
plaque at number 61, noting that 
Percy Wyndham Lewis, a painter 
and writer, had once lived there. 

I also found that the American 
poet Ezra Pound has also once been 
a resident there. 


Stamp glossary 

Perfin - a stamp featuring initials 
or a name perforated across the 
design, often used by businesses 
to avoid theft and designate 
stamps for business use. 
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POSTAL HISTORY 


In 1951 she was invited to audition 
for any suitable roles on television . . . 
back then only nine percent of 
British homes had a television set 


Much of the correspondence I 
acquired related to Miss Hanafy’s 
activities as a member of Equity 
in earning a living as a singer and 
dancer. In June 1951 she was twice 
invited by the BBC to audition for 
any suitable roles on television. If 
this sounds vague, bear in mind that 
in 1951 television in the UK was still 
very much in its infancy, with only 
two transmitters (near London and 
Birmingham) and only nine percent 
of British homes owning a television 
set. There were also invitations to 
attend auditions for Theatre Royal 
Drury Lane productions, as well as 
an invitation to audition as a dancer 
in a touring production of The King 
and L Miss Hanafy also worked as a 
photographic model. 

There were a number of letters 
from her stepmother, Llo. Miss 
Hanafy’s mother, Agnes, had died in 
1936 and her father had gone on to 
marry Agnes’s sister Llo. The letters 
gave family news from Jarrow and 
Llo often enclosed cuttings from 
newspapers relating to people that 
Joyce would have known there. 

There were also letters from 
friends in the entertainment 
profession, some of which were 
themselves an entertainment. One 
in November 1954 stated: ‘Well, I 
am still out with this tour of ‘Witch 
Errant’ and, for my sins, am stuck 
this week in miserable Sheffield, 
which is a dirty, smoky, smelly 
dump. Still, my digs are not too 
bad, so I suppose the week will go 
fairly quickly’ 

A multitude of documents 

Miss Hanafy was obviously a 
hoarder. In addition to letters from 
friends and family, she kept milk 
bills, as well as electricity, telephone 
and carpet cleaning bills. It is thanks 
to this kind of ephemera being 
retained that I had the opportunity 
to buy the three original covers. 


There were many 1960s estate 
agents’ listings of properties for sale, 
often with a note added by Miss 
Hanafy to indicate that they were 
too expensive or too far from where 
she wanted to live. At some later 
point Joyce Hanafy moved to a house 
in Putney before having to move 
into a nursing home in Wandsworth, 
London. The only correspondence I 
came across that involved Putney was 
a 1975 letter to Llo from a friend. I 
presume that at this point Llo and 
Joyce were living together. 

Miss Hanafy died in the 
Wandsworth nursing home in 2006. 
She had been quite secretive while 
in the nursing home and little was 
known about her, for example, 
whether she had any relatives. Her 
only recorded asset was the house in 
Putney, which was valued as being 
worth a million pounds in spite of 
it being run down and in need of 
urgent renovation. It was necessary 
to trace any relatives who should 
inherit the house and a firm of 
genealogists and probate researchers. 
Eraser and Eraser, was appointed to 
investigate. They co-operated with 


Researching the covers 

My first port of call in researching the three perfin 
covers I bought from my stamp society colleague was 
the internet, writes Richard Tarrant. A google search 
led me straight to the website where Eraser and Eraser, 
the heir-hunting firm, described their task and how 
they set about uncovering the story behind Miss 
Hanafy’s life. 

The internet also led me to eBay, where a seller was 
advertising a few items of correspondence to Miss 
Hanafy, which I bought. A further conversation with 
my stamp society colleague revealed that she had 
dozens more such items of correspondence and again I 
bought them from her. 

I was intrigued by Miss Hanafy’s involvement in 
training to be a field agent during the Second World 
War and the internet led me to The National Archives, 
where I found reference to her training for that role. 

I ordered a copy of the Special Operations Executive 
personnel file on Miss Hanafy, which became public 
record in 2008. 

The internet again proved useful in looking at 
61 Palace Gardens Terrace, not least because of the 
Greater London blue plaque. 

I cannot stress highly enough how internet use can 
enrich stamp and cover collecting. The information 
that can be found can add so much interest, whether 
as background to the subject in question or to enhance 
one’s understanding. 


Joyce Amina Hanafy, 
who died in a nursing 
home with no apparent 
reiatives, but whose iife 
is proving fascinating to 
researchers today 


the BBC in making an episode of 
Heir Hunters and what they found 
was intriguing. 

A lady's age 

Miss Hanafy’s death certificate 
recorded her as having been born in 
1952 and therefore 54 when she died, 
the age that the nursing home had 
assumed was correct. Investigation led 
to proof that she had been born in 
1922, not 1952, so was some thirty 
years older than she had claimed. I 
found a further indication that Miss 
Hanafy was prone to shave years off 
her real age in a Wages Inspectorate 
form that she had completed in 1956 
and kept. In it she gave her year of 
birth as 1928. 

Eventually, the probate researchers 
located Miss Hanafy’s heirs in Egypt 
and were able to close their case. Eor 
my part, three straightforward perfin 
covers had brought to my attention a 
woman whose life was fascinating. All 
in all, an interesting recipient that made 
my three perfin covers come alive. 
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Web directory 


Dcmft 

E- 



PP 

SLETTER 


We just sent out our latest e-newsletter. Did you receive it? Our popular e-newsletter drops in to 
thousands of readers’ in-boxes each month, bringing them exclusive stamp and coin articles, offers and 

competitions, often not available in the magazine. 


In the next e-newsletter... 

Make sure you don't miss out 
on our next e-newsletter... 

Scary stamps 

Your quick thematic 
guide to Halloween stamps 

Star Wars stamps 

We look ahead to the Star Wars 
give-away in the December and 
January issues of Stamp & Coin Mart 
with a guide to other Star Wars stamps 

GB Classics... 

Another classic GB stamp 
detailed in our online series 

and much much more... 

In every S&CM e-newsletter: 

Special offers 

Make sure you don't miss out on 
any forthcoming reader offers 

Exclusive articles 

Every newsletter includes 
exclusive articles on stamp 
and coin collecting 

Stamp and coin news 

The latest stories straight 
to your inbox every month! 

Great competitions 

Win prizes only on offer 
to e- news letter readers 

and much much more... 
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SIGN UP FOR THE FREE E-NEWSLETTER AT: http://stamp.cm/esign-up 
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Please mention Stamp & Coin Mart when replying to any advertisement 









Online listing for all Scandinavian countries, Great Britain 
and Europa 1957 to present. Printed lists available. 

Please write stating interests. 

B. McLean P.O. Box 323, ELLON, Aberdeenshire. AB41 7YA 
Email: info@bmclean.co.uk • Web site: http://www.bmclean.co.uk 


RUSHSTAMPS (RETAIL) LTD 

Great Britain stamps for everyone - compare and save 
We also BUY Ask for list 

New 144 Page G.B. List now available (R/E No. 70) 
and Worldwide List (R/E No. 69). 

By Mail: P.O. Box 1 , Lyndhurst, Hants. S043 7PP 
By Tel: (023) 8028 2044, By Fax: (023) 8028 2981 
By Email: enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk 

www.rushstamps.co.uk 


We buy everything unmounted mint 

Fine unmounted GB material from 1840 lo 1970 

www.mintgbstamps.co.uk 

Email: sales@mintgbstamps.co.uk 
Tel: 01604 406371 - 07851 576398 

Best cash prices paid 


r" BRIAN REEVE'^ 
STAMP AUaiONS 

BRIAN REEVE STAMP AUCTIONS 

Regular public stamp auctions in London, also monthly 
First Day Cover postal auctions. 

Many substantial lots are sold totally unreserved 
UNSOLD LOTS ALWAYS FOR SALE FROM LAST AUCTIONS 
LIVE INTERNET BIDDING ALSO AVAILABLE 

www.brianreeveauctions.com 


(Dxtc 6 Stamp S()op 

Richardson & Copp 
Stocks of British Commonwealth & European Stamps. 
4, Station Road West, Oxted, Surrey RH8 9EP 
t: +44(0)1883 714082 e: alcopp@hotmail.co.uk 
Please phone for opening times 

www.richardsonandcopp.com 


FREE 
STAMP 
TIPS OF 
THE 
TRADE’ 


vvvvw.UPAstampauctions.co.uk 



fry jy 

Monthly RoieN Lists & Posial Auctions 

a must for G& collector 


WWW. embassysla m ps .co uk 
B L (*44^ 02392 41 | 



Beautiful design 
creatiue issues 

Lu Lu Lu. j ersey stGm ps.com 



PURVES PHILATELICS 

Specialists in British Commonwealth stamps. 
Purchase on-line or through mail order, using a stamp price 
list broken into twelve sections for speed of access. 
Monthly on-line and postal stamp auctions are also 
accessed through 

www.purvesphilatelics.co.uk 


SamwellS 

1999 ^ 

Samwells Postal History Experts 

based in Bath, the home of Postal History. 

See our outlets at www.postalhistorygb.com 
and eBay shops samwells-covers and samwells-stamps 

We also buy stamps and covers and are happy to 
arrange a private meeting at our offices. 


'gu.p. 


Ca^tlerockjStauip^ 

FOK THC LATIN AMO (CAN STAMP CONNOlSSCUR 


• New Issues • Classics • Postal History 

» Maritime Mail • Errors Freaks & Misprintings 
• Die Proofs • FDC & FD Bulletins 

• Big Lots, Collections & Accumulations 

• First Flights 


302 SW 7th Street 
Miami, FL 33130 
Tei: +1-786-340-8335 





Mexico Office 
PTE 116 No. 526-B 
Coi. ind. Vaiiejo 
Tei: +52-55-5567-6776 


iorgecastillo va@^ya hoo.com 

/ t ^ 

From Beginner To The Advanced Collector, 
www.castler^kstamps.com 


WOPA 

New 
issues of 

World Online Philatelic Agency 

major 

^^Face 

countries 

^yVmue 

at Face 

" ^Guaranteed 

Value 

www.wopa-stamps.com 


www.nibiettstamps.co.uk 



Comprehensive stocks of Commonwealth stamps from 1 902 to 1 970, 
specialising in reign of King George VI 



Great Britain 1839-1951 

www.andrewglajer.co.uk 


Andrew G Lajer Ltd 
sales@andrewglajer.co.uk 
T:+44 (0)1189 344151 


EVERYTHING YOU NEED.... 

www.british-stamps.com 

www.commonwealth-stamps.com 

www.foreign-stamps.com 

www.usa-stamps.com 

Currently 50,000 items online 

These sites offer you a large selection of illustrated sets 
and better single items that are currently in stock. 
Easy ordering with shopping cart and secure server 


dunconnon 

DUNCANNON PARTNERSHIP 

UK distributor for Lighthouse and Hawid. Wide range of 
stamp and coin accessories. Brand new site with full search 
facility, offers, promotional codes, newsletters and secure 
on-line ordering 

www.duncannon.co.uk www.hawid-uk.com 


CANDLISHMcCLEERYLTD 

Great Britain Stamps 1840-1970 


PO BOX 2 

HANLEY CASTLE TEL: 01 684 31 1 771 
WORCESTER FAX: 01 684 31 1 778 

WR8 OZF E-mail: ross@candlishmccleery.com 


wwwcandlishmccleery 


Did you know the Stamp & Coin Mart website includes: 

• The latest news on stamp and coin collecting Z 

• Exclusive online stamp and coin articles / 

• In-depth trade directory - find the dealer you need 

• Event guide - get the latest fair and auction dates 
GET all this, collecting tips, advice and news at: 

www.stampandcoin.co.uk 


www.robinhood-stamp.co.uk 


Singles, sets and collections from around the World. 
Retail Shop open every Friday. 

Rushcliffe House, 17-19 Rectory Road, 

Zf West Bridgford, Nottingham. NG2 6BE 
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Tel: 0115 9826152 


Please mention Stamp & Coin Mart when replying to any advertisement 
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Cover explained 





Postal historian Dane Garrod examines and explains the postal markings on a cover that 
travelled from London to Wiirttemberg via Calais in the mid-nineteenth century, containing an 
important family document that has fortunately survived 


B efore she died in 1558, Queen Mary I vowed that Calais would 
be inscribed on her heart, as this last bastion of English lands in 
France was lost in the time of her brief reign. 

Calais has often been the scene of troubles, not least in the 
present decade, as well as other times such as during two world 
wars. The cover shown and discussed here travelled through that city in 1869, 
as even then it was the gateway between England and the European continent. 

Before the advent of transportation of mail by air, generally beginning 
after the First World War, letters and parcels crossed the English Channel by 
boat to be usually landed at a French port before taking a rail journey to their 
destinations in Europe. The cross-channel journey would be uneventful, as 
traditionally Britain had control of the seas. 

In terms of collecting postal covers in years gone by, those that were and are 
of a size beyond the width of a stamp album page were shunned. If they were 
added to a collection, they were placed on the page in a diagonal way, so that 
the viewer turned his/her head somewhat to read. This practice has changed 
so that covers of longer size are now mounted in landscape format. The cover 
reviewed is one such sized, and even now, they can be found at stamp fairs and 
dealers’ boxes, having been passed over by many collectors. 

The addressee. Commander Theophilius Moultrie Kelsall, who was 
always known by his second name of Moultrie, entered the British 
Royal Navy in 1 846 at the age of fifteen. His service record shows he 
served on at least nine different ships between 1852 and 1866, including 
serving as a Lieutenant on board HMS Trafalgar in the bombardment of 
Sebastapol. Before he took his final command as Coast Guard commander 
at Ramsgate in 1870, he decided to marry, and this cover relates to that 
event. It encloses his two-page marriage certificate from Stuttgart in 
Wurttemberg, written in English as the event took place in the ‘House 
of Her Britannic Majesty’s Legation. The five witnesses included CE 


Wellesley, a relation of the Duke of Wellington. Moultrie Kelsall was 
required to advise the British Admiralty of his marriage to Marie Anna 
Brutzer on 27 April, 1869, and after his despatch of the certificate to them 
in London, this cover was returning it to him in Stuttgart, probably at the 
address of his wife’s parents. 

The pre-printed cover with the embossed seal of the Admiralty on the 
envelope flap, and the word ‘ADMIRALTY’ on the front, has the initials 
‘nad’ (1) of the Admiralty clerk who wrote the address. Additionally, there 
is a pale blue handstamp inscribed ‘ADMIRALTY WHITEHALL’ (2). 

As this was official mail on behalf of Her Britannic Majesty, a red round 
‘LONDON OFFICIAL / PAID’ and dated handstamp of 3 June, 1869 
(3) was applied before despatch. A second mark appears at the base of 
the envelope which suggests a pile of letters were handstamped in quick 
succession with occasional carelessness. This envelope was pre-paid to 
destination, and so two red oval ‘PD’ marks (4) were also applied. By the 
following day, landfall had been made in Calais as the black double-ring 
handstamp marked ‘CALAIS’ (5) confirms. The next journey, by rail, was 
via Strasburg, receiving on the reverse a bahnpost mark (6) of the Strasburg- 
Muhlacker line on 6 June, prior to arrival in Stuttgart. The whole journey 
took perhaps 72 hours, and although 146 years ago, is comparable to what 
would be achieved today. The location of the application of the additional 
transit marks of ‘D4’ and ‘16’ (7) on the reverse are uncertain, and perhaps a 
reader can let us know what they might refer to. 

To complete the story, let me add that the vast accumulation of the 
Kelsall correspondence that covered the period from at least 1851 to 1926, 
and kept in the Commander’s final home in Westward Ho! in Devon, 
was apparently not wanted by the family descendants. Placed on the open 
philatelic market some years ago, it is much dispersed, and covers, with 
their letters inside, can be found out there now. 
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I The pre-printed cover with the embossed seal of the 

Admiralty on the envelope flap, and the word ADMIRALTY' 
on the front, has the initials 'nad' of the Admiralty clerk who 
wrote the address. 

2 A pale blue handstamp inscribed ADMIRALTY WHITEHALL' 
indicates that this was official mail on behalf of Her 
Britannic Majesty. 

3 The 'LONDON OFFICIAL / PAID' handstamp of 3 June, 1869 
was applied before despatch. A second mark appears at 
the base of the envelope which suggests a pile of letters were 
handstamped in quick succession with occasional carelessness. 


4 This envelope was pre-paid to destination, and so two red 
oval 'PD' marks were also applied. 

The cover arrived in Calais the following day where the 
black double-ring handstamp marked 'CALAIS' was added. 

6 The cover travelled by train via Strasburg, as shown by the 
'Strasburg-Muhlacker' marking. 

7 The location of the application of the additional transit 
marks of 'D4' and '16' on the reverse are uncertain. 
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WORLDWIDE SETS 

M=MINT U=USED S/S=SH0RT SET M/S=M/SHEET 


‘66 AJMAN 

CHURCHILL SG 79/86 

(8) 

U 125P 

‘09 AUSTRALIA 

“FAVOURITE STAMPS” 

(5) 

M 242P 

‘74 BELGIUM 

VAN GOGH SELF PORTRAIT(I) 

M 

58P 

‘00 CABODIA 

VINTAGE CARS 

(6) 

U 

84P 

‘93 CUBA 

WATER BIRDS 

(6) 

U 

72P 

‘71 CZECH: 

PRAGUE CASTLE ART 

(2) 

U 125P 

‘84 DJIBOUTI 

BUTTERFLIES 

(5) 

U 

82P 

‘69 FALKLANDS 

BISHOP STIRLING 

(6) 

M 125P 

‘66/7 FRANCE 

LARGE ART STAMPS 

(10) 

M 120P 

‘49 G.B. 

U.P.U. 

(4) 

M 

30P 

‘77 GIBRALTAR 

BIRDS FROM SET 

(2) 

M 115P 

{2^^P, 6P, SARDINIAN WARBLER, BLACK KITE) 



‘67 GRENADA 

MONTREAL EXPO: 

(4) 

M 

85P 

‘78 GRENADA 

(GREN) CAPT: COOK 

(4) 

M 195P 

‘68 HAITI 

CHURCHILL SHORT SET 

(10) 

U 

50P 

‘55 HUNGARY 

WATER SPORTS 

(8) 

U 145P 

‘59 HUNGARY 

WATER BIRDS 

(8) 

U 

75P 

‘66 HUNGARY 

BUTTERFLIES 

(9) 

U 

65P 

‘09 ICEU\ND 

BIRDS, GULLS ETC 

(2) 

M 255P 

‘59 IFNI 

STAMP DAY 

(3) 

M 

36P 

‘59 JAPAN PHILATELIC WEEK (CAT £4.75) (1) 

M 

95P 


(UNDIES READING POETRY) 

73 KOREA (N) SONGBIRDS 
‘64 KOREA (N) TOKYO OLYMPICS 
‘82 KIRIBATI AIRLINES 
‘87 KIRIBATI SKINKS 
‘09 KIRIBATI NAVALAVIATION 
‘53 LIBERIA BIRDS 
‘58 LIBERIA PRESIDENT’S TOUR 
‘65 LUXEMBOURG FAIRYTALES 
‘66 LUXEMBOURG FAIRYTALES 
‘91 LAOS LOCOMOTIVES 
(“MALLARD”, CANADIAN PACIFIC ETC.) 
‘72 MANAMA TOUR DE FRANCE 
‘70 MANAMA WORLD CUP 
‘68 MAU\WI FLOWERS 
‘81 MALAYSIA SABAH CENT: 

‘85 MAURITANIA AUDUBON BIRDS 
‘07 MAURITIUS DODO -BIRD 


‘68 MONACO 

NULLIUS ABBEY 

(5) 

M 135P 

‘68 MONACO 

RED CROSS -ART 

(1) 

M 

75P 

‘95 MICRONESIA DOGS 

(4) 

M 175P 

‘69 MONGOLIA 

OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALS 

(8) 

U 

49P 

‘81 NIGER 

ANIMALS -BIRDS 

(6) 

U 

88P 

‘39 NORWAY 

QUEEN MAUD S/SET 

(3) 

14 

45P 

‘62 PAPUA 

S.G. 28/31 

(4) 

U 

39P 

‘67 PAPUA 

BEETLES 

(4) 

M 

75P 

‘69 PAPUA 

ORCHIDS 

(4) 

M 

95P 

‘62 PHILIPPINES ORCHIDS 

(4) 

M 

75P 

‘66 POLAND 

WOODLAND BIRDS 

(9) 

U 

65P 

‘78 RHODESIA 

DEFINS: COMPLETE 

(15) 

U 195P 


(ANIMALS, GEMSTONES, WATERFALLS) 

‘78 RHODESIA SETASABOVE ON 1ST DAY COVER 275P 


‘69 ROMANIA 

NUDE PAINTINGS 

(6) 

U 

55P 

‘82 RUSSIA 

LOCOMOTIVES 

(5) 

U 

58P 

‘47 RUSSIA 

VOLGA -MOSCOW CANAL (6) 

U 

75P 

‘58 RYUKYU 

SHURI GATEWAY 

(1) 

M 

48P 

‘56 ST HELENA 

STAMP CENT: 

(3) 

U 

45P 

‘88 TUVALU 

BIRDS -SHORT SET 

(9) 

M 135P 

‘69 UGANDA 

FLOWERS TO 5/- 

(13) 

U 

69P 

‘68 U.S.A. 

HISTORIC FLAGS 

(10) 

U 

65P 

‘83 UPPER VOLTA WORLD EVENTS 

(4) 

U 

68P 

(S.G. 665/8 SPACE SHUTTLE, PRINCESS DIANA ETC.) 


‘83 VENDA 

MIGRATORY BIRDS 

(4) 

M 190P 

‘87 VENDA 

WATER BIRDS 

(4) 

M 250P 

‘60 V/NAM(S) 

REFUGEES SG.107/10 

(4) 

M 145P 

‘01 TURKEY 

HORSES 

(4) 

M 165P 

‘62 YEMEN 

SAVE NUBIAN TEMPLES 

(2) 

M 285P 

(S.G. 159/60, CATALOGUED £15) 




‘65 YEMEN 

CATS S.G.R99/104,CAT£11(6) 

U 

75P 


(3) U 55P 

(5) U 59P 

(4) M 65P 
(4) M 88P 

(4) M 275P 

(6) U 125P 

(7) U 72P 
(6) M 145P 
(6) M 130P 

(5) U 95P 

(20) U 85P 
(5) U 49P 
(4) M 88P 
(2) M 85P 
(4) U 135P 
(4) M 225P 

PLEASE ADD POSTAGE TO ORDER - MINIMUM 90P 


E A peep 47 Oak Avenue. Croydon CBO SEP 
■ iia OEEIl Telephone: 020 8777 4719 



YOUR AD 
HERE! 


or e-mail: 
rebeccab@warnersgroup.co.uk 


To advertise in 
Stamp & Coin Mart 
call Rebecca on: 

0113 2002918 



WORLDWIDE 

STAMPS - COVERS - REVENUES 
ERRORS - VARIETIES - PROOFS 
POSTAL STATIONERY - AUTOGRAPHS 
PHILATELIC LITERATURE & CATALOGUES 

Prompt, Courteous Service • Satisfaction Guaranteed 


The finest service for pre-Independence 

FRENCH COLONIES 



Phone/email/write for our popular illustrated monthly Buy-Bid catalogue. 

We are also on-line at frenchcolonies.com .with SG, Scott & Yvert nos. 
For newcomers, we do discounted starter packs. We also do Belgian Africa. 


PHIL-INDEX 


4 Ascot Close, Eastbourne, East Sussex. BN20 7HL 
Telephone: 01323 721444. philindex@btinternet.com 
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Thematics A to Z 


The fiddle theme 


They say that there's only one real difference between a violin and a 
fiddle: attitude! Paula Hammond takes a musical journey through world 
stamps to locate a selection of fiddle stamps that hit the right note 



T he fiddle, in all its many 
incarnations, is one of the 
world’s oldest stringed 
instruments. Born amongst the 
horse tribes of Central Asia, 
these early instruments had 
necks carved into the shape of horses’ heads and 
strings made from horse hair. However, from 
these humble beginnings grew the Chinese erhu, 
the Middle Eastern rehab, the Kazakh kobyz, and 
the Byzantine lyra. Eventually, around 1500, the 
granddaddy of the fiddle emerged in Italy and 
was quickly adopted by both classically-trained 
and self-taught musicians. By the 18th century, a 
party simply wasn’t a party without a fiddle player. 
So much so that in Norway the Hardanger fiddle 
became associated drunkenness and mischief. 

Until the early 20th century, the fiddle was 
considered to be ‘the devil’s instrument’ and they 
were banned form many Norwegian churches! 

Today, fiddles are still the world’s second most 
popular musical instrument, having lost first 
place only last year to the electric guitar. 

With such a rich history, fiddles make 
a fabulous collecting theme, offering both 
depth and variety. Designs vary from the uber 



modernist 1952 Polish Wieniawski Violin 
Competition stamp (Wieniawski also featured 
in 1957 and 1977), to the charming 1969 
Netherland Child Welfare series by children’s 
illustrator Dick Bruna. Eor collectors with a 
pernickety mindset, Britain’s 2006 (Europa) 
‘Sounds of Britain’ 50p stamp very definitely 
features a fiddle rather than a violin. 

Expanding the theme to include the 
impresarios, musicians, manufacturers and the 
composers who made this instrument so iconic 
is equally rewarding. Denmark’s 1962 stamp 
marking the 150th Anniversary of the Birth of 
Georg Carstensen is a lovely example, decorated 
with a violin scroll, balloons and lights in honour 
of the Tivoli Gardens, which Carstensen founded. 
Sweden’s five-stamp Eolk Music issue from 1983 is 
equally picturesque. Eeaturing the 1904 painting 
The Fiddler by Anders Zorn, the engraver received 
the Robert Stolz-Award from the Philatelic Music 
Circle for his outstanding work on this stamp. 

The USA’s 1980 ‘Music of America is Freedom’s 
Symphony’ 3.5c stamp is another fine but 
understated example, this time celebrating the 
work of violin maker Herman Weaver. 

As with all good topics, a fiddle thematic can 
also be wonderfully offbeat, including issues such 
as Israel’s 50 Years of Fiddler on the Roofs^n^s 
from September 2014 or Grenada’s six-stamp 
The Cat and the Fiddle set from 2000. The 
rhyme is clearly popular with those responsible 
for Grenada’s stamps as the 2013 souvenir sheet 
celebrating the birth of HRH Prince George 
also features the cat and fiddle in the margin. 
Fiddler crabs make another potential, if oblique, 
addition to the theme and bring the stamps of 
Australia, Togo, Gambia and Mauritius into the 
fiddle thematic family. 



Why Collect? 

• Hugely collectable. 

• Includes issues from 
all over the world. 

• Fabulously varied. 

• Can encompass performers, 
composers, art, literature, 
and folklore. 

• Includes FDCs, stamp sheets, 
booklets (GB 1985 £1), and 
special cancellations. 

Notable releases 

• 1969 - Netherlands Dick Bruna 
illustrated stamp 

• 1980 - USA Weaver 
Violin Bureau stamp 

• 1983 - Sweden, 

Folk Music Anders Zorn stamp 

• 2000 - Grenada, Cat 
and the Fiddle set 

• 2014 - Israel 50th Anniversary 
of Fiddler on the Roof set 

Expand the theme 

Every nation has its own home- 
grown fiddles and these make a great 
expansion to the theme. Fook out 
for stamps containing the kobyz 
(2003 Kazakhstan), the pipa, erhu, 
gehu, and man (Hong Kong 2010) 
and the Hardanger fiddle (Norway 
1978). The Norwegian stamp has 
proved especially popular with fiddle 
fans and the image can be found on 
hats, bags and t-shirts. 
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Work on a coffee 
plantation in Singapore 



What better way to follow our guide to collecting wine on stamps, in last month's issue, than with 
an examination of coffee-related issues? Christer Brunstrom wakes up, smells the coffee, and 
selects a few popular stamps to add to his growing coffee collection 


B efore joining the 
ranks of philatelic 
writers I made a 
living in teaching. 
Every working day I 
noticed how my fellow 
colleagues hastily left their classrooms 
after each lesson in a rush to be the 
very first one to get to the staff room. 

Was it lively pedagogical 
discussions that they were looking 
forward to? Did they want to share 
work experiences with other teachers? 
Or did they need to prepare teaching 
materials for their next lesson? 



Major producers 

1. Brazil 2.6 million tonnes 

2. Vietnam 1.2 million tonnes 

3. Indonesia 500,000 tonnes 

Top coffee consumers 
(average number of cups per day) 

1. Netherlands 2.4 

2. Finland 1.8 

3. Sweden 1.4 

4. UK 0.4 


The answer to all those questions 
is ‘No!’ They were all heading for the 
coffee machine! In my humble opinion 
this machine is the backbone of all 
successful scholastic institutions. 

The habit of drinking coffee arrived 
in Europe in the 16th century. Coffee 
houses soon became the favoured 
meeting places for all who could afford 
the heavenly beverage. 

It is believed that coffee was first 
grown in Yemen (or Ethiopia) and 
it was first documented in the 15 th 
century. It then spread to Italy, India 


Above left: the first 
coffee plant was 
introduced to Cuba in 
1748, as recalled on this 
Cuban stamp of 1948; 
Guatemala used English 
on one of its stamps to 
advertise its coffee 

Below, from left: Brundi’s 
coffee showcased; a 
publicity label issued by 
Colombia to promote the 
export of coffee 


and other countries. Coffee seeds were 
first taken to Brazil in 1727. African 
slave labourers were used in the coffee 
plantations in the Caribbean and 
Central and South America 
Coffee is one of the major 
agricultural crops in numerous 
countries in Latin America and in 
certain parts of Africa and Asia. 

A suitable climate and a lot of attention 
are needed to produce high-quality 
coffee. The world’s largest coffee 
exporter is Brazil and the Dutch 
occupy the first place when it comes to 
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COFFEE ON STAMPS 
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per capita consumption of coffee. 

There are really just two kinds 
of coffee: Coffea Arabica and Coffea 
Rustica with the first variety being the 
more popular. The coffee plants need 
temperatures ranging from 15 to 25°c, 
suitable soil and sufficient supply of 
water. The berries are harvested, sorted, 
fermented and washed. It is a labour 
intensive process. 

Numerous coffee companies all 
over the world then roast and grind 
the coffee beans before marketing 
their products to the consumers. In 
recent years coffee shops offering a 
wide variety of black coffee, caffe 
latte, cappuccino and numerous other 
varieties have mushroomed all over the 
western world. Shops offer coffee to 
go and it seems all smart city-dwellers 
are constantly carrying a paper mug of 
coffee with their name scrawled across 
it as they make their way to the next 
important meeting. 

In the United States, the Starbucks 
Company was established in 1971 
and now operates thousands of coffee 
shops all over the country. They 
have also expanded to many other 
countries, including the UK, taking 



The Canadian town 
of Davidson in 
Saskatchewan has a 
24-foot coffee pot and 
cup on the side of the 
road, and was featured 
on a Tourist Attractions’ 
stamp from Canada in 
Juiy 2010 



Wake up and smell the stamp! 


Beiow: the simpie design 
above and beiow the 
vaiue on Brazii’s first 
stamps, known as the 
‘Buii’s Eye’, is said to be a 
branch from a coffee piant 


For many the allure of coffee is the smell of a warming cuppa. Brazils post office 
captured this aroma in a scented stamp in December 2001, adding a clear varnish 
to the stamps which contained scented microcapsules. But it wasn’t Brazil’s first 
smelly stamp. The whiff of burning wood was included on a Brazilian postage 
stamp two years earlier on a stamp protesting against deforestation of the 
country’s famous Amazon rainforest. 

Portugal also focussed on the smell of coffee as they marked the birth bicentenary 
of Louis Braille. The five-stamp set covered the five senses, with the ‘touch stamp 
featuring embossed ink; ‘sight’ showing holographic images; ‘taste’ featuring vanilla- 
flavoured glue; ‘sound’ showing an image of a file with a rough surface, making a 
noise when it is rubbed; and the ‘smell’ stamp, emitting a coffee aroma. See our 
news story on page 12 for details of Ireland’s recendy issued ‘Five Senses’ set. 

It will come as no surprise to those collectors familiar with the novel stamps 
issued on behalf of Bhutan, that the South Asian country was the first to issue 
scented stamps; their 1973 issues depicted and smelled of roses. 


Bottom, from left: a 
coffee plant featured on 
a Yemeni definitive stamp 
of 1976; Sweden’s 2006 
homage to coffee 



advantage of the constant demand for 
a cup of coffee. 

Many countries have used stamps 
and cancels to promote the export of 
coffee beans suggesting that their own 
varieties are the best in the world. 
Colombia, Costa Rica and Guatemala 
all claim that they produce ‘El Mejor 
Cafe del Mundo’ (the best coffee in 
the world); Latin American nations are 
famous for making bombastic claims. 
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Guatemala even used English on one of 
its stamps to advertise its coffee. 

A key eight-stamp set in a collection 
of coffee stamps was released by 
Guatemala back in 1984. Eour showed 
coffee growing in the 1 9th century 
and the second part of the set depicted 
more modern coffee production. 

This basic set is quite inexpensive, 
however, there were also two very large 
stamps which were printed in tiny 
quantities making them quite valuable. 
These large stamps are not listed in 
all catalogues or just mentioned in a 
footnote and one wonders exactly why 
the stamps were produced. 

The Central African nation of 
Burundi is also a coffee producer, albeit 
on a smaller scale. In 2012, Burundi 
released a set of two souvenir sheets 
which provide an excellent illustration 
of coffee production. 

Yemen on the Arabian Peninsula 
is one of the oldest coffee producers. 
The Yemeni coffee is grown in the 
Mocha region hence the name of its 
particular variety. Coffee plants were 
depicted on Yemeni stamps issued in 
1947, 1951 and 1958. 

Brazil is by far the world’s largest 
producer of coffee. In 1928, there 
was a set of three stamps marking 
the bicentenary of the introduction 
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The USA’s American Design series began in 2002 
with a 5c stamp showing a c.1 850 toieware 
coffeepot. A 3c vaiue in the series from 2005 
showed a siiver coffeepot 

of the coffee plant. The triplet came 
too late as the anniversary took place 
the previous year as indicated on the 
stamps. However, it seems coffee was 
first shown on Brazil’s 1 843 stamp 
issue. A branch of a coffee plant is 
shown both above and below the 
value. These three stamps are quite rare 
and certainly belong in a gold medal 
collection of coffee on stamps. For the 
collector of more modest means, may 
we suggest a more economical way of 
adding these stamps? In 1943 there 
was an issue marking the centenary of 
the first Brazilian postage stamps, the 
stamps have very similar designs to the 
classic 1843 issue. 

Unlike all my colleagues I was always 
able to walk back to the staff room at 
a leisurely pace. I am a firm believer in 
the fact that coffee contains more than 
100 toxic substances. What is true is 
the fact that coffee is highly addictive. 

Some people claim that coffee is 
beneficial for your health. In 1956, 
Colombia released two postage stamps 
honouring the 167-year-old Sehor Javier 
Pereira. He was said to have been born in 
1789 and passed away in 1958 two years 
after he had been featured on two stamps. 
Sehor Pereira attributed his apparent 
longevity to the fact that he had been 
drinking coffee and smoking cigars every 
day of his extremely long life. 

Collectors often a topic already quite 
familiar to them, and since so many 
people enjoy a cup of coffee it is rather 
surprising that I have never spotted a 
Coffee on Stamps collection at any of 
the many stamp exhibitions that I have 
attended. There is plenty of material 
available for collectors who would like 
to specialise in this particular topic. 



Ten stamps on. . . fireworks 


It's that time of year when we venture outisde and watch with baited 
breath as a hapless volunteer lights the touch paper on an expensive 
selection of fireworks. Provided you follow the firework code it's great 
fun, but a selection of fireworks on stamps can be just as entertaining... 


1 Since Guy Fawkes Night is a British occasion, 
we will start with this 2006 GB stamp showing a 
firework explosion. The design was part of the Smilers 
stamps on the theme of Holy Days and Celebrations'. 


2 Fireworks were invented in China during the 
7th century and the country produces most of 
the fireworks used around the world today. Macau, 
an administrative region of China, issued this 
explosive stamp in 2008 to mark the 20th Macau 
International Fireworks Display Contest. 


3 Flong Kong, another Chinese territory, issued 
this joint stamp with Austria in 2006. The stamp 
was one in a set of four each showing fireworks 
above Hong Kong. 


4 It seems communism and fireworks go together 
well, as illustrated on this 1975 Russian stamp 
marking the thirtieth anniversary of victory in the 
Second World War. Lenin's portrait takes price of place 
but the fireworks at the bottom bring the design to life. 


5 While China invented the firework, the USA 
has become one of the world's biggest users 
with annual consumption reaching $1 billion! Most 
fireworks are lit on 4 July, Independence Day. This 
2014 stamp marked the 200th anniversary of The 
Star-Spangled Banner flag. 


6 Many countries have celebrated their 

independence on stamps and fireworks often 
appear on the designs. Take this 1960 stamp 
from Ghana for example, which marked the third 
anniversary of independence from Britain. 


7 This subtle 2008 design from Finland features a 
more sedate firework display, perhaps reflecting 
the country's sensible approach to fireworks; safety 
goggles are required for anyone lighting fireworks 
and displays are limited to New Year's Eve and the 
last weekend in August. 


8 Lithuania's 2013 stamp is similarly low-key, showing 
a New Year's Eve firework display being enjoyed by 
two animal characters who have clearly not read the 
firework code, which advises us to keep pets indoors. 


9 Staying in Europe, France issued their own 
firework stamp in 2008. Parisians are treated to 
a spectacular fireworks display on 14 July each year, 
to mark Bastille Day. 


1 ^Our final stamp shows the fireworks 
I wthemselves, rather than sparkling skies. 
The USA stamp was issued in 2013 to mark the 
Chinese Lunar New Year and depicts firecrackers. 
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COFTONCOllECTIONS 

1103 Bristol Road South 
Northfield Birmingham B31 2QP 
cofton@btconnect.com 
www.coftoncollections.net 
Tel: 0121 475 4124 

(Hours Tue-Fri 10.00 -5.30 Sat 9:00AM - 1 :00PM) 
WE BUY & SELL 
STAMPS, FDCS, POSTCARDS, 
CIGARETTE CARDS 
Albums & Accessories 


THE STAMP SHOP 

Unit 10, Granby Arcade, Water Street, 
Bakewell, Derbyshire DE45 1EG 
Tel: 01629 812191 

Hours Mon-Sat 10-5 except Thursday 

ianuttley@btconnect.com 

General stock available, 
credit cards welcome. 


HOBEHTMUHHAY STAMP SHOP 

5 & 6 Inverleith Gardens, 

Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH3 5PU 
Tel: 0131 552 1220 : 0131 478 7021 
(Open Tues Noon4pm, Wed 2pm-8pm, Thur 10am- 
6pm, Fri by appointment only. Sat Noon-6pm) 
WWW. stamp-shop, com 
murray@stamp-shop. com 
Members SPTA, PTS, Established 1977. 
Traditional dealers with world stocks. 
Regular auctions. Valuers. 


Mac STAMPS 

Shop 1.12 Gloucester Antique Centre 
Gloucester Quays, High Orchard Street 
Gloucester, GL1 5SH 
Tel: 01 452 506 361 
Email: mick@mandccards.co.uk 

Opening Times: 

Mon/Thur/Fri/Sat 10-5, Sunday 11-5 
GB Commonwealth, World Stamps, postcards, 
cigarette cards etc. 

FI Follow us on Facebook at M & C Stamps 


POSTAIPURSOITS 

Shop business for sale 

Stock, Fixtures & Fittings. 
Along with Name and Goodwill. 
Lease transferable. 


Contact: 01462485990 


TAUHTOH STAMP SHOP 

66 Bridge Street, Taunton, 
Somerset TA1 1UD 

Tel: 01823 283 327 • Fax: 01823 325 882 

Opening Mon-Fri 9:30-5:00 
Saturday 9:00-4:00, Closed Thursday 

Good stocks of GB, British Commonwealth 
& World Stamps, also a wide range 
of accessories. 


SAIOP STAMPS 

23 The Parade, St Mary’s Place, 
Shrewsbury, SY1 1DL 
Tel: 01743 235030 or 07528 209229. 
email: salopstamps@fsmail.net 
website: www.salopstamps.co.uk 
Open Tues to Sat 10.30am to 4.30pm. 
Regular Postal Auctions. 

Wide range of Stamps, Postal History and 
Accessories to suit all pockets. 
Collections/accumulations purchased. 


PHIll-lATElYAHD STAMPS 

Wixford Unit, Stratford Antiques and Interiors 
Dodwell Trading Estate, Evesham Road 
Stratford-Upon-Avon, CV37 9ST 
Tel: 07972078971 
www.phill-lately-stamps.co.uk 

Open to buy and sell 
Wed to Sun 10am - 5pm. 

Stamps, Postal History and collections of GB, 
British Commonwealth and World. 
Beginner to specialised. Accessories. 


Currently some 50,000 items are for sale. 
To see my extensive “online” stock visit: 



www.british-stamps.com 

All periods 1840 to Now. Every item pictured! 
h Extensive WILDINGS, MACHINS and 
^ REGIONALS. All Commemoratives, PHQs, 

Packs, Dues,Smilers,Minisheets etc. ^ 
Many errors and varieties. 1000 s of 
FDCs shown - The one you order is the one you get! 
Now starting to load Postal History. . ^ ' 

ww.commonwealth-stamps.com.* 

All definitive sets pictured. 1000 s of Commemorative ' 
sets. Minisheets and Definitive odd values listed 
^ and available Unmounted, Mounted and Used. 

www.usa-stamps.com 

All periods 1847 to Now. Every item pictured! 

1000 s of Stamps, Duck stamps. Covers, Packs etc shown 

www.foreign-stamps.com 

The rest of the world! 1000 s of items 
Shop “online" easily using a superbly designed 
shopping cart system through my secure 
server or just call me to place an order! < 
Questions? Call me! 

^‘In full time dealing since 1977” 


ROWAN S BAKER 

RO. Box 437 - PAIGNTON - DEVON - UK -TQ4 9BW 
Tel: 01803 294 209 Monday to Friday, noon to 7:30pm 
email: rowanbaker@btopenworld.com 


Why not try our individually-prepared 

GB and BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 


QUALITY APPROVALS 


^^The latest approvals you 
sent me, as ever they were 
excellent and I can Y thank 
you enough for them. ’’ 



GREAT BRITAIN □ Channel Islands/IOM □ 

GENERAL BRITISH COMMONWEALTH □ Africa □ Asia □ 
Antarctics/Atlantics □ Australia □ Australian States □ 
British Europe □ British West Indies □ Canada □ 

India □ New Zealand □ Pacifies □ 

All reigns □ QV □ EVII □ GV □ GVI □ QEII □ 
Mint □ Used □ 

OTHER GB/BC 

Name Signature 

Address 

Tel No: 

Reference appreciated 



BROOKVALE STAMPS 

196 Ivyfield Road, 
BIRMINGHAM B23 7HS 
Tel: 01 21 -382 5937 
Email: bandc196@blueyonder.co.uk 


(UDPA) I 

Rol i 

Postal only^/ 





Out and about 


Your guide to stamp and coin collecting fairs, auctions and society meetings 


Society news 


The recent Chelmsford & District Philatelic 
Society meeting saw members bring in new 
acquisitions. Amongst the items shown were 
Greece’s Hermes Heads, Swiss postage due, 
mint stamps of the Commonwealth, Hong 
Kong postcards, censored covers from the 
British Occupation of former Italian colonies, 
postage due covers from British Africa and a 
cover flown out of Paris by balloon during the 
Franco-Prussian war. For Society details contact 
John Rawlins, tel: 01245 420196; e-mail: 
john@jr226.plus.com 

The Royal Philatelic Society London is 

inviting nominations of books that were 
published in 2014 or 2015 to be considered 
for the Crawford Medal. A spokesperson said: 
‘If you are aware of any major philatelic books 
which you believe should be candidates, please 
send brief details by e-mail to secretary@rpsl. 
org.uk or by letter to The Royal Philatelic 
Society London, 41 Devonshire Place, 
LondonW 1 G 6JY no later than 1 0 February, 
2016.’ The Society hopes to have nominations 


for as wide a selection of books as possible. If 
a nominated book is not already held in the 
RPSL Library it may request the nominator to 
supply a copy for the Committee to consider. 

Leeds Philatelic Society will be holding its 
annual stamp fair on 20 and 21 November 
at the Pudsey Civic Hall, Dawson’s Corner, 
Pudsey, LS28 5TA. With a range of dealers 
attending, the event is a must-visit for any 
collectors in the area. 

The recent display by Ken Burr at the 
Czechoslovak Philatelic Society of Great 
Britain reflected the political aspects of 
Czechoslovak life after the take-over of 
communism. Ken explained and illustrated 
through many post-war stamp issues and the 
manner in which the communists used these 
issues to give Western society the impression 
of a wonderful way of life in Eastern Europe. 
The society continues to meet at the Czech and 
Slovak Club in London, and welcomes new 
members. Eor Society details visit: cpsgb.org.uk; 



Tony Bosworth giving Ken Burr a certificate of thanks at the 
Czechosiovak Phiiateiic Society of Great Britain meeting 


or contact membership secretary Mr Hans van 
Dooremalen on e-mail: cpsgbl@gmail.com 

The Austrian Philatelic Society recently 
held a weekend meeting in Peterborough. 
Amongst the displays was Colin Tobitt’s 
presentation of 1945 Soviet ‘eagle arms’ 
stamps; John Bathard discussed the Austrian 
Railway; and Clive Murray showed Postage 
Dues of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. An 
Annual General Meeting took place on the 
Sunday of the event, and it was agreed to 
hold a weekend event in the same hotel in 
September 2016. Eind out more about the 
Society at: www.austrianphilately.com 


STAMP FAIRS 

1 November 2015 

Milton Keynes 

Milton Keynes Novotel, Saxon 
Street, Leyburn Court, Heelands 
01582 876651 

6 November 2015 

Stafford 

Staffordshire Showground 

7 November 2015 

Beckenham 

Azelia Hall, Croydon Road 
0208 395 9285 

Billingshurst 

Community Centre, Roman Way 
01903 244875 

Deal 

The Landmark Centre, 1 29 High 
Street, 07702 270948 

Exeter 

America Hall, De La Rue Way, 
Pinhoe, 01749 677669 


Leicester 

The Holiday Inn, St Nicholas 
Circle, 0116 235 0441 

Liverpool 

St Columba Church Hall, Hillfoot 
Road, 01226 755069 

Stourbridge 

Platters Cafe, Victoria Street 
07813 260752 

Upminster 

St Lawrence Church Hall, 
CorbetsTey Rd, 01582 876651 

Wigginton 

Wigginton Recreation Hall, York 

8 November 2015 

Wokingham 

St Crispins Centre, London Road, 
01923 674999 

14 November 2015 

Colwyn Bay 

Eirias High School, Eirias Park 
01745 826434 


Crawley 

St Pauls Church Hall, Woodfield 
Rd, Northgate, 01903 244875 

Derby 

Nunsfield House Community Hall, 
33 Boulton Road, Alvaston 
01909 563394 

Eolkestone 

Trinity Church Hall, Sandgate 
Road, 07702 270948 

Middlewich 

Community Centre, Civic Way, off 
Leadsmithy St, 01 226 755069 

Teeside 

Norton Methodist Church Hall, 
High Street, Norton 

15 November 2015 

Dronfield 

Coal Aston Village Hall, Coal 
Aston, 01 909 563394 

Knowle 

Village Hall, St Johns Close 
07765 792998 


20 November 2015 

Leeds 

Pudsey Civic Hall, Dawsons 
Corner, Pudsey, 01943 465236 

London 

Royal National Hotel, Bedford 
Way, Russell Square 
0208 946 4489 

21 November 2015 

Basingstoke 
The Costello School 
01256 415699 

Brighton 

Good Shepherd Hall, 272 Dyke 
Road, 01903 244875 

Broughty Perry 

St Aldan’s Hall, 408 Brook Street, 
Dundee, 01674 832823 

Hull 

St Stephen’s Church Hall, 
Ereehold Street, 01 909 563394 

Leeds 

Pudsey Civic Hall, Dawsons 
Corner, Pudsey, 01 943 465236 


Preston 

Barton Village Hall, Garstang 
Road(A6), 07943 174958 

Weston Super Mare 
Victoria Methodist Church Hall, 
Station Road, 01749 677669 

22 November 2015 

Ormskirk 

The Guide HQ, Moorgate, 
01226 755069 

25 November 2015 

Birmingham 

The Irish Centre, 1 6-20 High 
Street, Digbeth, 01283 820151 

Stockport 

Masonic Guildhall, Wellington 
Road South, 01283 820151 

28 November 2015 

Bilsborrow 

Bilsborrow Village Hall 
01226 755069 

Leeds 

St Mary’s Hall, Commercial 
Street, Morley, 01 909 563394 
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Get the latest collecting events and add your event details on the Stamp & Coin Mart website: http://stamp.cm/event-detail 


The Maidstone & Mid Kent Philatelic 
Society’s 93rd season got under way with 
displays by Dr Garth Taylor on Czech Forces 
in France and the UK 1939-1945. This was 
followed by Michael Farrant’s display on 
Zanzibar Postal History covering the period 
from 1890 to independence at the end of 1963. 
The first morning meeting of the season covered 
British Post Offices in Latin America by William 
Kemm. Meetings are held at St. Paul’s Church 
Hall, Boxley Road, Maidstone, ME 14 2AH. 

Ernie Burkin, the ‘Eather of the Bromley & 
Beckenham Philatelic Society’ who joined 
in 1947 and is now aged 93, recently gave 
a display of Iceland from the first numeral 
issues in 1873 through to 1984. The early 
issues were well represented with mint copies 
in various shades and perforations; similarly 
the Coat of Arms and Numeral issues, then 
the 1902 overprints with varieties, and the 
various Kings issues in sets including Officials. 
The President expressed the vote of thanks 
and presented Ernie with a Certificate and 
the Society Pen and Pencil set. Eor Society 
details contact David on tel: 020 8778 7001, 
website: www.beckenham.net/leisure.asp 


SPOTLIGHT ON 

Spalding & District Stamp Club 


Now in its 51st season, Spalding & District Stamp 
Club welcomes collectors of all ages and abilities. 
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday (evenings) 
and fourth Wednesday (afternoons) of the month 
at the Erasier Room in Surfieet, Spalding. 

The group’s programme of talks covers a 
wide range of philatelic topics, with upcoming 
subjects including stamps of the Dutch East 
Indies, postcards and flowers on stamps. The 
group also holds regular philatelic competitions 
and auctions, as well as occasional visits to local 
philatelic events. Most recently, members met 
to display material acquired during the summer 
months. Among material on display was Papua 
New Guinea stamps and covers, a certificate 
and pin from the Austrian Association of Stamp 
Clubs and material relating to Nelson. 

Annual membership is £10 adult/£l junior 
(under sixteen). Eor more information, contact 
Erank Wilson on tel: 01775 766117; 
e-mail: f. j . wilson@btinternet. com; 
website: www.mailbyrail.com/ Spalding 



Members share collection additions at a recent meeting 


Newcastie 

St Georges UR Church Haii, 
Newton Road, Heaton 
07948 979544 

Northampton 

The Abbey Centre, East 

Hunsbury,0115 9614528 

Twickenham 

Methodist Church Haii, Percy 
Road, Whitton, 01903 244875 

Wanstead 

Wanstead Library, Spratt Haii 
Road, 01582 876651 

29 November 2015 

Doncaster 

Park Sociai Ciub, Eden Grove Rd, 
Edenthorpe, 01 909 563394 

Harrogate 

Masonic Haii, Station Avenue, 
01282 866562 

Rugby 

Benn Haii, Newboid Rd, 

CV21 2LN, 01788 630072 


Stevenage 

Novotei, Knebworth Park, 
junction 7 AIM, 01582 876651 

Uckfieid 

Ridgewood Viiiage Haii, New Rd, 
Ridgewood, 01 903 244875 

STAMP AUCTIONS 

4 November 2015 

Warwick 

Warwick & Warwick, The Lord 
Leycester Hotei, Jury Street, 
CV34 4EJ, 01926 499031 
www.warwickandwarwick.com 

9 November 2015 

London 

Grosvenor Phiiateiic Auctions 
2nd & 3rd fioor, 

399 - 401 Strand, WC2R OLT 

020 7379 8789 
www.grosvenorauctions.com 

21 November 2015 

Ely 

Cambridgeshire Philatelic 
Auctions, The Makings, 01 353 
663919, www.cpa-ely.co.uk 


22 November 2015 

Coventry 

Tony Lester Auctions, 

Holiday Inn, Coventry South 
01926 270107 
www.tonylester.co.uk 

25 November 2015 

London 

Spink, 69 Southampton Row 
Bloomsbury, WC1 B 4ET 
www.spink.com 

28 November 2015 

Portishead 

Gordano School, St. Mary’s 
Road 0207 836 2341 

29 November 2015 

Essex 

Essex Stamp Auctions, 

Marriott Hotel, Waltham Abbey 
01376 585357 
www.essexstampauctions.com 

COIN FAIRS 

7 November 2015 

Exeter 

America Hall, De La Rue Way, 
Pinhoe, 01749677669 


8 November 2015 

Birmingham 

National Motorcycle Museum, 
Bickenhill, B92 OEJ 
(opposite the NEC on the M42/ 
A45 junction) 

21 November 2015 

Weston Super Mare 
Victoria Methodist Church Hall, 
Station Road, 01749 677669 

COIN AUCTIONS 

7 November 2015 

London 

Baldwin’s 

399 Strand, WC2R OLX 
020 7930 9808 
www.baldwin.co.uk 

1 2 November 201 5 
London 

Dix Noonan Webb 
Washington Mayfair Hotel, 

5 Curzon Street, Mayfair, W1J 5HE 
vwvw.dnw.co.uk 


18 November 2015 

Glasgow 

McTear’s Auctioneers 
Meiklewood Gate 
31 Meiklewood Road 
G51 4EU 
0141 810 2880 
vwwv.mctears.co.uk 

POSTCARD 

AUCTIONS 

1 November 2015 

Milton Keynes 

Milton Keynes Novotei, Saxon 
Street, Leyburn Court, Heelands 
01582 876651 


All dates and venues are correct 
at the time of going to press. 

Please check details with the 
event organisers before attending. 
Add your own event details at: 
www.stampandcoin.co.uk 


vvww.stampandcoin.co.uk 
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Delcampe.net 


Delcampe.net 

The Collectables marketp lavc 

The website Delcampe.net was created in 2000 by Sebastian Delcampe. Nowadays, over 900.000 collectors worldwide 
have joined the website. Thanks to its 60 million listings, Delcampe has become the biggest worldwide collectables 
marketplace. 



Delcampe offers its users a synchronization tool 


Delcampe.net has always been looking for solutions to make 
it easier for sellers to list on the website. 

One of the main concerns of most sellers was the fact that 
they wanted to keep on using other selling venues. 

To overcome this, Delcampe has recently signed a partnership 
with the website www.easyStore.net 
This company has developped a tool which synchronizes 
listings on eBay and on Delcampe. 


^ easy 

0lStore.ne, 


How does easyStore work? 


All your eBay listings will be automatically duplicated on 
Delcampe. 

If an item is sold on one of the websites, it is automatically 
closed on the other website. 

Just create an account on easyStore.net and connect your eBay 
and Delcampe stores to it. 

You’ll be then asked to choose between 

* synchronizing all of your store (fixed price and auctions) 

* synchronizing your fixed price items only 

* synchronizing your auctions only 

easyStore will make you save time and money! 

We offer you a three-month trial period so you can test it! 
Try it now, you won’t be disappointed! 



Interested in a three-month trial period ?* 

Contact easyStore: 

info@easystore.net 

scm.easystore.net 


STAMP FAIRS 


ff\ PSjl fSl fH n I — I Church, Commercial Street, Morley, Leeds 

M lU IM U la I — I LAST SATURDAY EACH MONTH 


|T|f3[S]|!|fi[3l ICSDIQ] Aston, village Hall, Dronfield, Sheffield 
MiMMlilUil lUiHlW THIRD SUNDAY EACH MONTH 


lOIHDiEH Stephen’s Church Hall, Freehold St, off Spring Bank 
lUIJiiSIS third SATURDAY EACH MONTH 


in m m m i?Si Nunsfleld community Hall, Boulton Road, Alvaston, Derby 
UIISImISM second SATURDAY each month 

Organiser - H. V. Johnson & Co. Fairs 9:30am to 4pm 
enquiries - 01909 563394 



3^ WEST END STAMP 

& POSTCARD FAIRS 

BIRMINGHAM 

The Irish Centre, 16-20 High Street, Deritend, Digbeth, B12 OLN 
October 28th; November 25th 

STOCKPORT (MIDWEEK FAIR) 

Masonic Guiid Hall, Weliington Road South SKI 3XE 
October 27th; November 24th; December 22nd 

TETTENHALL 

Tettenhall College, Wood Road 
Wolverhampton WV6 SOX 
October 11th 

‘-g.| Details - Simon Collyer 07966 565151 


COMMONWEALTH & FOREIGN 
Postal Auctions 

Regular monthly worldwide postal auctions offering a 
wide variety of mixed lots, sets and single items. 
Contact us for free catalogue or 
visit our website to view and bid online. 

L & R Stamps (ADPS) 12 Townsend Close, 
Wyton, Huntingdon, PE28 2AR, UK 
Tel: 01480 464552 
e-mail: info@lrstamps.co.uk 
website: www.lrstamps.co.uk 



Bridger & Kay Limited 


BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 


We have an extensive British Commonwealth 
stock from Aden to Zululand for the 
medium to advanced collector. 


Wst our new website! 

vwvw.bridgerkay.com 




Tel: (+44) 01934-863656 
Fax: (+44) 01 934-863652 


P.O. Box l600,Wrington, 
Bristol, BS40 5BD, England 


bridgerkay@aol.com 


Member of the Philatelic Traders Society 




^^gj^Brjtjsh^Commo^ 


www.johnlister.ltd.uk 


For all your 

QEII British Comrrionwsaith requirements 

Our stock Is listed by country and theme. 
Thousands of complete seta both 
mint & used 

The website that is easy to use. fast to 
download and packed full of useful 
Information* 

If you want fast, comprehensive price 
lists you will not be disappointed. 


If you want lots of fancy graphics 

Email: ordara^johnlfsterJtd uk 
Website: www.johDlhstaf.. Itd.uk 


sorry! 


i;>l£a$e send a 
WANTS LIST OF 
YOLifl BnmaH 
COWMONWfAiTH 
flEOUtREMEKTS 


BUYING 

We are al- 
ways willing to 
purchase 
stocks for 
immediate 
payment up to 
£750,000. 



TERMS: 

packing 

«KtTB 

yKfubMc 20 % VA1 

CXl'iL UK dMiVK 
20 % VAT ertm 

20% 

VaT €Hlra pr SHid 
liour VAT numtMW 
All oifvfQd 


GOOD 

STOCK 

OF QEII 
1953-2007 


Please mention Stamp & Coin Mart when replying to any advertisement 
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PORTUGUESE FRUITS 

Frutas de Portugal 
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New stamps 


Sign up for our e-newsletter and 
receive regular stamp news, just 
visit the Stamp & Coin Mart website: 
http://stamp.cm/esign-up 


In-depth listings 


Your comprehensive guide to the 
latest new stamps from around the world 


GREAT BRITAIN 


(listed in every issue) 

001 Bees, five values 

Issue date: August 1 8, 201 5; Design: Anne 
Ekelund, after illustrations by Richard Lewington 
(sheet stamps) or afterwood engraving prints by 
Andy English (miniature sheet stamps); Printer: 
International Security Printers, offset; 

Perforations 1414 x 1414. 

1 St (63p) - Scabious Bee, Andrena hattorfiana, 
on scabious flowerhead 
1st (63p) - Great Yellow Bumblebee, Bombus 
distinguendus, on flower 
1 St (63p) - Northern Colletes Bee, Collates 
florallst, on flower head 
1 St (63p) - Bilberry Bumblebee, Bombus 
monticola, on bilberry 
1 St (63p) - Large Mason Bee, OsmI 
xanthomelana, on flower 
£2.25 - Potter Elower Bee, Anthophora retusa 
Miniature sheet (4x1): contains, se-tenant 
1 St (63p) - Diagram of honey bees doing 

‘waggle dance’ to convey direction 
and distance to flowers yielding 
nectar and pollan 

1 St (63p) - Pollination: bees on and around 
flower head of sunflower 
1st (63p) - Making honey: honey bees flying 
around beehive (next to hollyhocks) 

1 St (63p) - Honeybees tending young (on 

honeycomb, feeding larvae with 
royal jelly) 

Border: bees and flowers 

002 Bees. Self-adhesive booklet. 

Issue date: August 1 8, 201 5; Design: Anne 
Ekelund from illustrations by Richard Lewington 
(bee stamp), or Jeffery Matthews (Machins); 
Printer: International Security Printers, gravure; 
Perforations: die-cut 14x1 414, or 1 4.6 x 1 4 
with elliptical cut-outs (Machins). 

1 St (63p) X two copies - Great Yellow 
Bumblebee, Bombus distinguendus, on yellow 
vetchling flower 

1st (63p) X four copies - Machin head of Queen 
Eliabeth II, in red. Security overlay has coding 
M15L/MCIL 


AITUTAKI 


(previously listed in August 2014 issue) 

003 Easter 2014. Paintings, four values and a 
miniature sheet 

Issue date: April 9, 2014; Design: Alison Dittko; 
Printer: BDT, offset; Perforations: 13x13. 


Sheetlet: five stamps and a label, containing 
50c - The Ascension of Chnst 

by Garofalo (Benvenuto Tisi) 

$1 .00 - The Resurrection of Christ 
by Titian (Tiziano Vecelli) 

$1 .30 - The Resurrection 

by Piero della Erancesca 
$1 .50 - The Resurrection 

by Peter Paul Rubens 
$1.70- Christ Risen 

by Ambrogio Borgognone 
The label depicts a work by Griinewald 

004 Marine Life. The Spotted Reef Crab, 
Carpilus maculata. WWF issue, four values 
and a miniature sheet 

Issue date: November 28, 2014; Design: Alison 
Dittko, from photographs; Printer: BDT, offset; 
Perforations: 14x14. 

$1 .00 - Spotted Reef Crab 
$1 .40 - Spotted Reef Crab, from front 
and left 

$1 .70 - Spotted Reef Crab, from front 
and above 

$2.1 0 - Spotted Reef Crab, amid coral 
The above four values were each printed in 
sheetlets of four stamps 
Miniature sheet - contains $1 .00; $1 .40; 

$1 .70; $2.1 0 as sheetlet stamps, but se-tenant 

005 Christmas 2014. Paintings, three values 
in a miniature sheet 

Issue date: December 12, 2014; Design: 

Melissa Cato and Alison Dittko; Printer: BDT, 

offset; Perforations: 14 x 1414 

Miniature sheet: contains 

$1 .50 - Nativity by Era Angelico 

$1 .50 - Natvity by Pieter Breughel The Elder 

$1 .50 - Nativity by Paolo Schiavo 

006 Chinese Lunar New Year. Year of the 
Sheep, two diamond format stamps in a 
miniature sheet 

Issue date: January 5, 2014; 

Design: Sophie Zhang; Printer: BDT, offset; 
Perforations: 13.25 x 13.25 
Miniature sheet: contains 
$3.80 - Sheep (decorative) made from 
red and white flowers, on 
yellow-green background 
$4.1 0 - Sheep (decorative) made 

from ultramarine flowers, on 
red background 

Notes: the miniature sheet border Is cut 
around In the shape of a sheep 


BAHAMAS 


(previously listed in August 201 5 issue) 

007 800th anniverary of the Magna Carta, 

four values 

Issue date: June 15, 2015; Design: Derek Miller. 
Printer: Carter, offset; Perforations 13.3 x 13.5 
1 5c - Archbishop shows the Magna Carta 
document to King John of England, 
by River Thames at Runnymede 
50c - Supreme Court (building), Nassau 
65c - Bahamas House of Assembly 
70c - Medal depicting King John and 
Knight / Baron on horse 


CROATIA 


(previously listed in July 2015 issue) 



008 50th anniversary of the Croatian Union 
for Diabetic Research and Care, one value 
(tax stamp) 

Issue date: March 1 , 2014; Printing: offset. 
Perforations 14x14 
1 .55K - Emblem of the union (HSDU), 
gingerbread man 

Notes: a tax stamp, for use during March 2014. 
This stamp Is an addition to previous listings of 
Croatia In Stamp & Coin Mart 

009 Valentines Greetings, one value 
Issue date: Eebruary 4, 2015; Design: Ivona 
Dogic Duric; Printer: AKD, Zagreb, offset and 
embossed; Perforations: 14 (in heart shape) 
6.50K - Valentine messages in many 

languages and scripts (including 
braille), and pink hearts 
Notes: printed In a sheetlet of six stamps, with 
every stamp contained within a label 

010 Number 112 Day, one value to publicise 
the national emergency call number 

Issue date: Eebruary 11, 2015; Design: Ivona 
Dogic Duric. Printer: AKD, Zagreb (using special 
coloured dye); Perforations: 14x14 
6.50K - ‘112’ (European emergency service 
number) superimposed on letters 
‘S-O-S’, and symbols of emergency 
response services and their tools 
(eg lifebelt, power drill, stretcher, 
helicopter, ambulance) and symbols 
(eg ‘storm’ meteorological sign) 
Notes: stamp background Is printed In 
fluorescent orange 
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011 Children’s World. House Pets (Birds), 

four values 

Issue date: February 19, 2015; Design: Lidija 
Novosel and Adam Petar Magulne (cartoon 
Illustrations); Printer: AKD, Zagreb, offset; 
Perforations: 14x14 

3.1 OK - Sulphur-crested cockatoo, 

Cacatua galerita, wearing 
a jacket, with safety pin 
3 . 1 0 K - Zeb ra f I no h , Poephila guttata, 
with pipe 

3.1 OK - Budgerigar, Me/ops/Z/acivs 
undulatus, wearing ship’s 
captain’s cap, and cargo ship 

3.1 OK - Canary, Serinus canaria {domestica), 
wearing Spanish bull-horn hat 
Notes: the four designs were issued se-tenant 
in a sheetiet of eight (2 x 4) 

012 Croatian Fauna, three values 
Issue date: April 15, 2015; Design: Dean 
Roksandic, after photographs by Marc Romulic; 
Printer: AKD, Zagreb, offset; 

Perforations 14x14 

(A) stamps from sheets of ten 

2.80K - Roe Deer, Capreoius capreoius 
4.60K - Fox, Vuipes vuipes 
6.50K - Boar, Sus scrota 

(B) stamp booklets 

Booklet (28.00K), contains pane of 2.80K roe 
deer x ten copies 

Booklet (46.00K), contains pane of 4.60K fox x 
ten copies 

Booklet (65.00K), contains pane of 6.50K boar 
X ten copies 

Notes: a set of three maximum cards 
was aiso reieased 

013 Croat Personalities, three values 
Issue date: April 21 , 2015; Design: Dubravka 
Zglavnik-Florvat; Printer: AKD, Zagreb, offset; 
Perforations: 14x14 

3.1 OK - Luka Sokoeeviic (Luka Sorgo), 

1 734-1 789, composer and 
statesman. Inscription and 
musical notation 

3.1 OK - Bishop Josip Juraj Strossmayer, 
1815-1905, Catholic churchman, 
administrator, founder of the 
Croatian Academy of Arts. Portrait 
and cathedral 

3.1 OK - Ivan Supek, 1915-2007, natural 
scientist, university professor and 
administrator, nuclear disarmament 
campaigner, playwright and novelist. 
Portrait and molecular structure 


014 Rotary Clubs in Croatia, 1926-2015, 

one value 

Issue date: February 25, 2015; Design: Draga 
Komparak; Printer: AKD, Zagreb, offset; 
Perforations: 14x14 

3.1 OK - Rotary International emblem, 
yellow cogwheels 

Notes: Rotary dub Zagreb (Rotary District 1913) 
was formed in 1926, and abolished in 1941; it 
was refounded on Aprii 29, 1990 (this stamp 
notes the 25th anniversary of refoundation). 
Stamp was printed in a sheetiet of nine 

015 Easter 2015, one value 

Issue date: March 16, 2015; Design: Ariana 
Norsic; Printer: AKD, Zagreb, offset and gold foil 
stamped; Perforations: 14x14 

3.1 OK - Sculpture of a chalice containing the 
Body of Christ, from Church of St 
Euphemia, Rovinj, and 
church vaulting 

016 50th anniversary of the Croatian 
Sport and Regreation League of Disabled 
(Croatian Paralympic Committee), one value 
Issue date: March 23, 2015; Design: Borut 
Bencina; Printer: AKD, Zagreb, offset; 
Perforations: 14x14 

5.00K - Emblem, disabled athletes, one 
wearing a heart badge 
Notes: printed in sheetiets of 
nine stamps and a iabei 

017 Bobbin Lace. Joint issue with Spain, 

two values in a sheetiet of eight stamps 
Issue date: March 31, 2015; Design: Ivana 
Vueic and Tomislav-Jurica Kaeunic; Printer: 

AKD, Zagreb, offset 
Sheetiet - contains 

7.60K X four copies - Seville lace, and lace 
bobbin pins 

7.60K X four copies - Lepoglava (Croat) lace, 
and Croatian woman lace-maker 
The stamps are arranged se-tenant in chequer 
format; the Lepoglava lace was made by Danica 
Brdsles; the Seville lace by Candida Garcia 
using an old Andalusian methodology. Both 
lace-making cities are on the UNESCO World 
Cultural Fleritage register 

018 ‘The 1000th Croatian Stamp’, one value 
Issue date: April 27, 2015; Design: Jana Ziljak 
Vujic; Printer: AKD, offset using special inks; 
Perforations: 14x15 

3.1 OK - Pattern of coloured pixels 
Notes: printed in sheets of nine stamps; the text 
‘1000 marka Hrvatska poste’ is reveaied when 
the stamp is bathed in infra-red iight 
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019 Bridges of Croatia. Crossings of 
Highway A1 (Zagreb to Spiit), two values in 
a miniature sheet 

Issue date: April 28, 2015; Design: Dean 
Roksandic, from photographs by Mario 
Romulic; Printer: AKD, Zagreb, offset; 
Perforations 13.9 x 14.1 
Miniature sheet: contains 
7.60K - Modrus 1 bridge at Mala Kapela, 
near Modrus, opened 2005 
7.60K - Bridge spanning River Krka near 
Skradin, constructed 2002-05 

020 Europe 2015. Oid Toys, two values 
Issue date: May 7, 2015; Design: Tomislav 
Vlaini^; Printer: AKD, Zagreb, offset; 

Perforations 14x14. 

4.60K - To-Tak, a fourteen-element turned 
wood toy (composed of spheres, 
rods, blocks and cones) from 
which various animal shapes can 
be assembled and re-assembled, 
created by Ante Jaki^ of Ston (1 965) 
7.60K - Porcelain doll of early twentieth 
century, dressed in hand-sewn 
embroidered folk costume of 
the Posavina region, byArmand 
Marseille, 1856-1925 

021 150th anniversary of the ITU (International 
Telecommunications Union), one value 

Issue date: May 15, 2015; Design: Dubravka 
Zglavnik-Florvat; Printer: AKD, Zagreb, offset; 
Perforations: 14x14. 

10.00K - Telephone handset (early twentieth 
century) and modern digital data 
transmission equipment 
Notes: printed in sheetiets of ten with 
iiiustrated borders 

022 Croatian Palaces and Manors, four values 
Issue date: May 20, 2015; Design: Tomislav 
Vlainiae, adapted from photographs; Printer: 

AKD, Zagreb, offset; Perforations: 14x14. 

(A) sheets of nine stamps of a single design 
4.60K - Castle Markovi^/Kulmer at Cernik 

(fourteenth to fifteenth centuries, 
reconstructed mid eighteenth century) 
4.60K - Castle Jankovi^, Daruvar (baroque 
manor built 1771-1777) 

4.60K - Stari Grad (Old Town) at DurSevac, 
lowland tower-castle (fourteenth to 
sixteenth centuries) surrounded by 
floodable water meadows 
4.60K - Erdddi-Rubido at Gornji Rijeka 
(stately home built 1650-63) 

(B) sheetiet of eight stamps and eight labels (stamps 
and labels alternating), with decorated border. 
Contains two of each 4.60K design, as (A); 
labels display coats of arms 
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023 Croatian Lighthouses, four values 
Issue date: June 10, 2015; Design: Orsat 
Frankovl^, from photographs; Printer: AKD, 
Zagreb, offset; Perforations: 14x14 
2.80K - Lighthouse of Daksa (built 1 872, 

now In ruins), on islet 
just off Dubrovnik 

3.1 OK - Lighthouse of Glavat (1 884), in the 
archipelago of Vrhovnjaci 
4.60K - Lighthouse on the Rocks of Grebeni 
(now retired, used solely for 
tourist purposes) 

6.50K - Lighthouse on Sveti Andrija, in 
Elaphiti islands, near Dubrovnik 
Notes: in the background of the 4.60K appears 
the coastal light on the promontory Bezdanj, 
island of Koloeep 

024 The Croatian Undersea World, second 
issue, four self-adhesive values 

Issue date: June 15, 2015; Design: Alenka Lalic, 
from photographs by Dalibor Andres; Printer: 
AKD, Zagreb; Die-cut perf 5.75 x 5 
Self-adhesive sheetlet (four separately spaced 
stamps), contains 

5.80K - Long-snouted seahorse. 
Hippocampus guttulatus 
5.80K - Violescent sea-whip, Paramuricia 
clavata (grows at depths of up to 
20m to 140m, where almost no 
infra-red sunlight penetrates). 

5.80K - Cylinder anemone {Actinaria sp), 
Cerianthus membranaceus 
5.80K - Neptune’s lace (Bryozoan colony), 
Reteporella beaniana 
Designs incorporate a blue Air Mail flash 
(within the perforations) 

025 EUROMED Postal Cooperation, one value 
Issue date: July 9, 2015; Design: Dean 
Roksandic; Printer: AKD, Zagreb; 

Perforations: 14x14. 

5.80K - One-masted bracera (typical 

sailing vessel of the Croat coast) 


FALKLAND ISLANDS 


(previously listed in March 201 5 issue) 

026 Colour in Nature, fourth issue, 

four values 

Issue date: May 12, 2015; Design: Ian J 
Strange and Georgina Strange, from their own 
photographs; Printer: BDT, offset; 

Perforations: 13.1 x 13.2 
30p - Black-throated Finch, Meianodera 

m. meianodera. Blue-grey and 
yellow-green plumage (the colour 
intensity is dependant on the 
bird’s sex) 

30p - Fuegian Fern, Blechnum 


magellanicus. New fronds form in 
early summer, in bright orange and 
red shades 

75p - Dolphin Gulls, Larus scoresbii, blue- 
grey plumage contrasts with their 
red bills and legs 

75p - Yellow Daisies, Senecia littoralis. 

Bright yellow flowers, appearing in 
early summer months of November 
and December 

027 800th anniverary of the Magna Carta, 

four values 

Issue date: June 15, 2015; Design: Derek Miller. 
Printer: BDT, offset; Perforations 13.3 x 13.5 
30p - King John and Archbishop 
meeting with Barons of 
England at Runnymede 
75p - Courtroom in Stanley, Falkland 

Islands, and extract ...to no one will 
be denied or delayed right or justice 
£1 - Gilbert House, home of the Falkland 
Islands Assembly, and extract 
...except by the lawful judgement of 
his equals or by the law of the land 
£1 .20 - Medal depicting King John and 
Knight / Baron on horse 

028 Predators and Prey, 

fourth issue, four values 
Issue date: August 21, 2015; 

Design: Tony Chater; Printer: BDT, offset; 
Perforations: 13.6 x 13.6 
30p - Magellanic penguin Spheniscus 

magellanicus at entrance to 
breeding burrow 

75p - Falkland Sprats (or Fuegian sardine), 
Sprattus fuegensis, important food 
prey of Magellanic penguin 
£1 - Falkland Skua, Catharacta 

antarctica, preys upon 
Magellanic penguins 
£1 .20 - Pair of Magellanic penguins 
performing ‘ecstatic’ display 
(bonding ritual) 


FAROES 


(previously listed in September 2014 issue) 

029 The Casement Report, on Atrocities in 
the Congo Free State, 1904, one value 
Issue date: September 24, 2014; Design: Anker 
Eli Petersen; Printer: Carter, France, offset; 
Perforations: 13.25 x 13.5 
25kr - Portrait of Roger Casement, 
commisioned by the British 
Parliament to prepare a report on 
the treatment of native peoples 
in the Congo; paddlesteamer 
Pioneer and Henry Reed, used in 


investigations; map of Africa; portrait 
of Dollin (Daniel J Danielsen), a 
missionary and seaman from the 
Faroes, who took photographs 
Notes: in 1904 the Congo Free State was a 
personal fief of the Belgian monarch Leopold II 

030 Centenary of the Great War, 1914-1918, 

four values in a miniature sheet 

Issue date: September 24, 2014; Design: Anker 

Eli Petersen, from historic documents; 

Printer: Carter, France, offset; 

Perforations: 13.25 x 13.5 

8kr - Headlines from newspapers of 

1914 in Danish, English, French and 
German, map of Europe, rower in 
boat and birds 

8kr - Faroese rye bread, ration coupons, 
two children (in silhouette). Great 
War monarchs and political 
leaders (portraits) 

8kr - German submarine LIC-33 and 
burning Faroese fishing boat 
(although the Faroes were neutral, 
Germans captured their fishing 
boats and destroyed them), map 
8kr - Soldiers on western front 

(silhouette), map of Vimy Ridge, 
Canadian Expeditionary Force 
member Christian Pjeturson 
(Faroese-born) 

Notes: the second stamp portrays Georges 
Clemenceau, Kaiser Wilhelm I, Emperor Franz 
Josef I, Herbert Asquith, Enver Pasha, and Tsar 
Nicholas I 

031 70th anniversary of the Normandy 
Landings, June 1944 (‘D-Day’), one value 
Issue date: September 24, 2014; 

Design: Anker Eli Petersen, from historic 
documents; Printer: Carter, France, offset; 
Perforations: 13.25 x 13.5 
25kr - Troop transport ships George 
Washington, Greenville Victory 
and Edmund B Alexander, which 
were captained at different times 
by Greenland-born Faroese 
marine engineer Vilhelm Reinert- 
Joensen (portrait) 

Notes: Reineret-Joensen, 1891-1949, was 
also involved in operational planning, and 
was present on Omaha beach organising tug 
transport of military equipment 

032 Faroes stamps over Forty Years. Self- 
adhesive franking machine labels, 

four values 

Issue date: October 1 , 2014; Designs: 
reproductions of past Faroese stamps which 
were engraved by Czeslaw Slania; 
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Printer: Ganket, flexography; die-cut (partial 
‘perforated’, partial imperforate) 

S.OOkr - Fishing smack TN 54 l/Kesfi/i/arc/ 

/yo (built Grimsby 1884), a 2.80kr 
design from 1984 

8.00kr - Cathedral in Kirkjubour (ruins), a 
2.70kr stamp design from 1 988 
8.00kr - Torshavn Church (1 779-1 989), a 
3.50kr design from 1989 
8.00kr - Five dairymaids (cl 900), a 4.00kr 
stamp design from 1 995 
Notes: the four S.OOkr values listed are as 
distributed philatelically, in a strip of four 
separately affixed to translucent backing 

033 800th anniversary of the Magna Carta, 

one value 

Issue date: February 23, 2015; Design: Anker 
Eli Petersen; Printer: Carter, offset; Perforations: 
13.25x13.5 

24kr - 30th article of the Magna Carta (first 
version) transcribed^. Great Seal of 
King John of England, transcription 
of 61 St clause 

t no free man should be stripped of his rights or 
possessions 

034 Scenes from the Published Report of 
the George Clayton Atkinson Expedition 
to the Faroe Islands, 1833, four values in a 
miniature sheet 

Issue date: Eebruary 23, 2015; Designed by Kim 
Simonsen and Anker Eli Petersen after paintings 
by Thomas Miles Richardson, 1784-1848; 
Printer: Carter, offset; Perforations: 12.9 x 13.2 
Miniature sheet, contains 
8.50kr- Earoese water mill 
8.50kr - Torshavn (town view) 

8.50kr - Coastal inlet on the island of Vagar, 
with seabird colony, the islands of 
Koltur and Flestur in distance 
8.50kr - Rock formation Trollkonufingur (The 
Witch’s Einger) on Vagar 
Notes: Richardson based his watercolours 
on Atkinson’s original sketches; they were 
published in ‘Journal of an Expedition to the 
Feroe and Westman Islands and Iceland’, 1833 
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035 100 Years of Female Suffrage in the 

Faroe Islands, one value 

Issue date: Eebruary 23, 2015; Design: 

Edward Edward Euglo; Printer: Carter, offset; 
Perforations: 12.9 x 13.2 
36kr - Two women on a 

‘weathervane’ (artwork) 

Notes: women were granted the vote in 1915; 
the first Parliamentary election (to the Lagting, 
the Earoese Parliament) in which they voted 
was 1918 


036 Opening of the New Terminal Building 
at Vagar Airport, Faroe Islands, two values 
in sheets and a stamp booklet 

Issue date: Eebruary 23, 2015; Design: Anker 
Eli Petersen from photographs by Jogvan Flelgi 
Flansen; Printing: litho. Carter; Perforations: 
12.9x1 3.2. All stamps are gummed 

(A) stamps in sheets of twenty 
8.50kr- Airbus 31 9 of 

Atlantic Airways at Vagar Airport 
15.00kr- New Terminal building, 
opened June 18, 2014 

(B) Stamp booklet (94.00kr), contains one pane 
of eight (stamps se-tenant in chequer formation) 
8.50kr X 4 - Airbus 31 9 of Atlantic Airways 

at Vagar Airport 

1 5.00kr X 4 - New Terminal building, opened 
June 18, 2014 

Cover depicts aircraft beside Terminal Building 

037 Total Eclipse of the Sun, experienced 
In the Faroe Islands March 20, 2015, two 

values and a miniature sheet, plus two self- 
adhesive stamp booklets 
Issue date: March 11, 2015; Design: Martin 
Mdrck; Printer: bPost Stamp Production Works, 
Belgium; Perforations: 12x12 

(A) gummed sheet stamps (separate sheets of ten) 
1 7kr - Moon eclipsing the sun over sound, 

with darkened skies (left view) 

1 9kr - Moon elipsing the sun over island 
(right view) 

(B) gummed miniature sheet - contains 

1 7kr and 1 9kr, as sheet stamps, but se-tenant, 
forming a composite design with the border 

(C) self-adhesive booklets 

Booklet (68.00kr): pane of 1 7kr x four copies, 
moon eclipsing the sun over sound 
Booklet (76.00kr): pane of 19kr x four copies, 
moon eclipsing the sun over island 


GIBRALTAR 


(previously listed in Eebruary 201 5 issue) 

038 350th anniversary of the Royal 
Marines, one value 

Issue date: October 25, 2014; 

Design: Stephen Perera, from photograph; 
Printer: Carter, offset; Perforations: 13.25 x 13 
£2 - Royal Marines badge (world map) 
set against camouflage 
uniform material 

039 Christmas 2014, 

four values and a miniature sheet 
Issue date: November 3, 2014; Design: details 
of collage made by 33 users of St Bernadette’s 
Resource Centre, Gibraltar, photographed by 
Stephen Perera; 

Printer: Carter, offset; Perforations: 12.6 x 12.6 
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Cne value non-denominated 
G (22p) - Santa Claus 
40p - Star decorations 

64p - Presents with toys 

70p - Flanging tree decorations 

(nativity figures) 

80p - Christmas tree decorated with cards, 

hangings and socks 

Miniature sheet £3 - the complete collage 
depicting Christmas decorations (image includes 
with sheet border) 

Notes: Gibraltar Post links this issue with 
United Nations International Day of People with 
Disability, 3 December The collage was entirely 
produced by adults with learning disabilities 

040 Chinese Lunar New Year. 

Year of the Goat, two values 

Issue date: January 30, 2015; Design: Stephen 
Perera from illustrations by ‘bajena and 
siewhoong’ showing Asian-style goat paintings; 
Printer: Carter, offset; Perforations: 12.5 x 12.5 
Sheetlet: ten stamps 
50p X five copies - Goat (head) 

£1 X five copies - Goat 
Notes: sheetlet has illustrated border (firework 
drawings, in yellow on scarlet). Stamps are in 
block of ten (2 x 5) in five se-tenant pairs. The 
name GIBRALTAR is set sideways at left 

041 150th anniversary of the Gibraltar Fire 
and Rescue Service, eight values 

Issue date: February 1 1 , 201 5; Design: 

Stephen Perera from illustrations by Nicholad 
Ferrary; Printer: Lowe-Martin, Canada, offset; 
Perforations: 13 x 13.5 
1 0p - Firefighters using hoses 

1 2p - Firefighters with foam-making 

equipment (foam extinguisher) 

40p - Rescue of victims of fire from high 
building using a tower crane 
50p - Fire-fighter’s protective helmet 

54p - Sub-aqua rescue training: men in 

dinghy accompanying diver 
64p - Rescue of person trapped in vehicle 
70p - Firefighters in gas-tight suits dealing 
with chemical or biological hazard 
£2 - Firefighters attending a vehicle fire 

Notes: the anniversary relates to an Order 
in Council of 1865 requiring the Sanitary 
Commisioners to resource fire prevention and 
control. The City Fire Brigade became the Fire 
and Rescue Service in November 2014 

042 Centenary of the Great War, six values 
Issue date: February 18, 2015; Designs: archive 
photographs; Printer: Lowe-Martin, Canada, 
offset; Perforations: 13.25 x 13 

22p - Soldiers with machine guns 

40p - Warships 
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64p - Soliders in trench, 

wearing gas masks 

70p - Bi-pianes at a miiitary camp 
80p - infantry iying prone 

£1 .20 - Tank 

Notes: each stamp carries a red poppy emblem. 
Issued In sheets containing labels which bear 
quotation from poem by Wilfred Owen Blue 

043 50th anniversary of the Death of 
Winston Churchill, 1874-1965, four vaiues 
and a miniature sheet 

issue date: March 20, 2015; 

Design: Stephen Perera, from archive 
photographs; Printer: bPost, Mecheien, Beigium, 
offset; Perforations 12x12 
22p - Chuchiii on deck of HMS Prince of 
Wales, off Newfoundiand, 1941 
64p - Churchiii next to row of Jeeps, after 
Normandy iandings, June 12, 1944 
70p - Churchiii wearing heimet during an 
air raid aiert, 1940 

80p - inspecting bomb damage to the 
Paiace of Westminster (House of 
Commons), 1941 
Miniature sheet: 

£3 - Churchiii making his 

trademark Victory sign 

Border depicts statue of Churchiii by ivor Roberts- 
Jones in Pariiament Square, Westminster 

044 Definitives, Queen Elizabeth II, 

five seif-adhesive vaiues 
issue date: Aprii 24, 2015; Design: Stephen 
Perera; Printer: Carter, offset; Perforations: die 
cut 13 X 13.5, or die-cut straight edged (£1) 
12p- Queen Eiizabeth ii 

(after Dorothy Wiiding) 

18p- Queen Eiizabeth ii 

(after Dorothy Wiiding) 

80p - Queen Eiizabeth ii 

(after Dorothy Wiiding) 

£1 - Wiiding portrait of Queen Eiizabeth ii 

in iayout as Penny Biack 
(but no corner ietters). 

Stamp inscribed QNE PQUND 
£3 - Queen Eiizabeth ii 

(after Dorothy Wiiding) 

045 175th anniversary of the Penny Black, 

one vaiue in a miniature sheet 
issue date: Aprii 24, 2015; 

Design: Stephen Perera; Printer: BDT, offset; 
Perforations: 13.15 x 13.5 
Miniature sheet £3 (composite design with 
border) coiiection of used Penny Biacks (tweive 
rows of tweive stamps arranged by their initiai 
corner ietter) 


046 Europa 2015. Old Toys, six vaiues 
issue date: Aprii 24, 2015; 

Design: Stephen Perera; Printer: BDT, offset; 
Perforations: 13.15 x 13.35 
1 4p - Toy bandsman soidier 

22p - Toy carrousei (roundabout) 

64p - Spinning top 

70p - Teddy Bear 

80p - Red yo-yo 

£1 .20 - Wooden toy road train 

Notes: printed In sheetlets with enlarged left 

border depicting the toy shown on the stamp 


IRELAND 


(previousiy iisted in Juiy 2015 issue) 

047 Centenary of the loss of the RMS 
Lusitania (liner). May 7, 1 91 5 

issue date: May 7, 2015; Design: Vincent 
Kiiiowry (paintings); Printer: BDT, offset; 
Perforations: 14.25 x 14. 

68c - RMS Lusitania steaming in cairn 
water on irish approaches 
(off Kinsaie Head) 

€1 - RMS Lusitania sinking after being 
struck at starboard by torpedo from 
German U-boat (and experiencing a 
major secondary expiosion) 

048 50th anniversary of Mountain Rescue 
Ireland, two vaiues 

issue date: June 4, 2015; 

Design: Conor & David, after photographs; 
Printer: Carter, offset; Perforations: 14 x 14.3 
68c - Mountain Rescue ireiand 

voiunteers retrieving an accident 
victim (descending a rock face 
with stretcher) 

68c - MRi voiunteers compieting a rescue 
Notes: printed in sheets of sixteen stamps 

049 150th anniversary of the birth of 
William Butler Yeats, one vaiue 

issue date: June 1 1 , 201 5; Design: Detaii, after 
photograph; Perforations: 14 x 14.3 
68c - Yeats photographed by George 

C Beresford (from Nationai Portrait 
Gaiiery, London) 

Notes: the poet, playwright, folklorist and 
broadcaster also served as a Senator in the Irish 
Parliament from 1922 

050 Ireland, ‘The Food Island’, four vaiues in 
two se-tenant pairs, and a miniature sheet 
issue date: Juiy 16, 2015; Design: Zinc Design 
Consuitants; Printer: Carter, offset; 

Perforations: 13.4 x 13.4 

70c - Cattie with farmer in fieid; 
joints of beef 

70c - Cheese-maker, and irish soft cheese 


€1 .05 - Eisherman by fishing boat; 
fish on siab 

€1 .05 - Woman farmer in cereai fieid; bowi 
of cereai with fruit topping 
Miniature sheet - contains 70c; 70c; €1 .05; 

€1 .05 as sheet stamps. Border depicts wheatfieid 

051 Centenary of Padraig Pearse’s funeral 
oration beside the grave of Jeremiah 
O’Donovan Rossa, August 1, 1915, one vaiue 
issue date: Juiy 30, 2015; Design: Red&Grey 
Design, from originai photograph; Printer: Carter, 
offset; Perforations: 13.3 x 13.3 
70c - Pearse making speech at graveside 
in Giasnevin Cemetery, Dubiin 
Notes: Rossa was an Irish nationalist, member 
of the Fenians, who died in the USA aged 83; 
Pearse’s speech ‘is considered one of the 
most important speeches in 20th century Irish 
history’ (quote from An Post bulletin) 


LITHUANIA 


(previousiy iisted in October 201 5 issue) 

052 Jonas Juska, 1815-1886, Linguist, 
Lexicographer, one vaiue 

issue date: June 6, 2015; 

Design: V Butrimas; Printer: Garsu pasauiis, 
Viinius; Perforations: 12.9x 13.2 
€0.58 - Portrait of the iinguist, dictionary 
compiier, educator and foikiorist, 
and iiiustration of the hybrid 
iatin / cyriiiic (Lithuanian-Russian) 
script he created 

053 Tourism in Lithuania. Kursiu Nerija 
National Park, one vaiue 

issue date: June 20, 2015; Design: Tomas 
Dragunas; Printer: Garsu pasauiis, Viinius, 
offset; Perforations: 12.9 x 13.2 
€0.97 - Coastai scene (dunes), and map 
of the Park on encompassing the 
Curonian spit and iagoon 

054 Bridges of Lithuania. Kulupenu Railway 
Bridge, Kretinga, one vaiue 

issue date: Juiy 4, 201 5; Design: Tomas 
Dragunas; Printer: Garsu pasauiis, Viinius, 
offset; Perforations: 12.9 x 13.2 
€0.87 - Train on the Kiaipeda-Kaunas 

raiiway iine crossing the bridge / 
viaduct buiit 1932 


RUSSIA 


(previousiy iisted in Oct 2014 issue) 

055 Modern Russian Art, three vaiues 
issue date: June 17, 2013; Design: 0. ivanova; 
Printer: Goznak, offset, with varnish coating; 
Perforatons: 1 1 .25 x 1 1 .25, or 1 1 .25 x 1 2 
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063 



nEM3A 


POeCURziimi SQFI : 



(river). Printed in sheetiets of six (3 x 2) 

1 5r - Early Summer. Morning by D.A. 

Beiyukin (2003): tree on hiiiside, 
vaiiey fiiied with fog 

1 5r - Girl and City by A.A. Lyubavin 
(2005): giri in green dress with 
coffee jugs, city scene 
1 5 r - On the River Trubezh by V. N . 

Poiotnov (2003): house beside river, 
with boat 

056 Definitives. City Coats of Arms series, 

two vaiues 

issue date: June 18, 2013; Design: 

A Povarikhin; Printer: Goznak, offset; 

Perforations 11 .9 x 12.3 
1 0r - Coat of arms of Aieksandrov: 

crowned goiden iion ofViadimir, 
anviis and bench screw 
1 4.25r - Coat of arms of Kazan: crowned 
biack dragon with red wings 

057 XXVII Universiade Games, Kazan, 

one vaiue in a miniature sheet 
issue date: June 25, 2013; Design: Kh 
Bedretinova; Printer: Coznak, offset; 

Perforations: 11.9 x 12.3 

Miniature sheet 25r - Carnes embiem (text and 

five coioured stars) 

Border of sheet depicts mascot hoiding a torch, 
and parorama of Kazan (with mosque and 
churches), QR code 

Notes: see also issue of October 18,2013 

058 Cavaliers of the Order of St Andrew. 
Razul Gamzatov, 1923-2003, one vaiue 
issue date: June 28, 2013; Design: 

A Drobyshev; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 12.3 x 11 .9 
1 5r - Razui Gamzatov, Dagestani poet, 
poiitician, badge of Order 
Notes: printed in sheets of eleven stamps and 
a label (3 x 4) 

059 XXII Winter Olympic Games, Sochi, 

three vaiues 

issue date: June 29, 2013; Design: 

A Drobyshev; Printer: Goznak, offset and 
embossed, in biack and siiver. Perforations: 
11.25x11.25 

Sheetiet 25r x eight copies - 

Two-person bobsied 

Sheetiet 25r x eight copies - 

Ski jump and cross country skiing (the Nordic 

Combined event) 

Sheetiet 25r x eight copies - 
Pairs figure skating 

Notes: the sheetiets have the eight stamps 
surrounding a central label. 

The embossing is upon the sporting figures 


The stamps have imprint date ‘2013’; they 
were re-released in 2014 with revised date, in 
a sheetiet 

060 Arts and Crafts of Russia. Traditional 
Shawls, three trianguiar vaiues 

issue date: Juiy 5, 2013; 

Design: K Bedretinova; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 11.25 x 11.25 
Sheetiet: 1 5r x four copies, Shawi by Troitsko- 
Aiexandrov Factory, Baranov (red, with smaii 
biue fiowers) 

Sheetiet: 1 5r x four copies, Shawi from 
Trekhgorny Factory in Moscow (red, white and 
biue with roundei patterning) 

Sheetiet: 1 5r x four copies, Shawi from 
Orenburg (siivery-grey patterning), made from 
goat’s wooi 

Sheetiet: 1 5r x four copies, Shawi made 
by Paviovo Posad, Moscow Region (indian- 
infiuenced bright scariet fiower pattern) 

Notes: each sheetiet of four has the four stamps 
set at different 90-degree angles, points in the 
centre, forming a composite design 

061 50th anniversary of Valentina 
Tereshkova’s Space Flight, one vaiue 
issue date: Juiy 5, 2013; 

Design: S Uiyanovsky; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 11.6x11.6 
1 4.25r - Seaguii, and USSR stamp issued on 
Juiy 19, 1963, depicting Tereshvova 
Notes: printed in sheetiets of eight stamps 
with illustrated border. Tereshkova was the first 
woman in space, in Vostok-6, June 16, 1963 

062 150th anniversary of the Obhukov 
State Military Machine Plant, St 
Petersburg, Premium Bookiet 

issue date: Juiy 23, 2013 

Bookiet contains singie minisheet pane with the 

1 5r design of 0400 Triumph rocket iauncher. 

Cover depicts the factory 

Notes: pane contains a stamp initially released 

February 14,2013 (listed Feb 2014 issue; this 

listing corrects the release date given there) 

063 1 025th anniversary of the ‘Christening 
of Russia’ (Conversion to Christianity), one 

vaiue in a miniature sheet 
issue date: Juiy 28, 2013; 

Design: A Moscovets; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 11.8 x 11.9 
25r - Viadimir the Great, ruier of the Kiev 
Rus, is baptised and conducts mass 
baptism of his peopie, from painting 
by VM Vasnetsov (1885-1886) 
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064 Coat of Arms of Penza, one vaiue in a 
miniature sheet 

issue date: August 2, 201 3; Design: A Moskovets; 
Printer: Goznak; Perforations: 1 1 .9 x 1 2.2 
Miniature sheet 50r - Coat of Arms of Penza 
from 1 781 (sheaves of wheat, bariey and 
miiiet, tied by string) 

Border: coat of arms of Penza in the Soviet 
period (styiised sheaves tied by red ribbons), 
map of Russian Federation 
Notes: the original Arms, approved by 
Catherine II on May 28 (8 June) 1781, were 
recently brought back into use 

065 Passenger Ferry M/S Princess 
Anastasia, one vaiue 

issue date: August 5, 2013; 

Design: S Uiyanovsky after Flakan Sjdstrom 
(photograph); Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 11.9x11.9 
1 4.25r - The former Aiand isiands-Fleisinki- 
St Petersburg passenger 
ferry at sea 

Notes: joint issue with Aland 

066 XIV lAAF World Athletics 
Championships, Moscow, August 10 to 18, 
2013, one vaiue 

issue date: August 8, 2013; Design: 

S Uiyanovsky; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations 12.3 x 11 .9. 

14.25r- Runners (styiised), 
and Games embiem 

067 125th anniversary of the Birth of 
Andrei Nikolayevich Tupolev, Aircraft 
designer and constructor, 

five vaiues in a sheetiet 
issue date: August 13, 2013; 

Design: V Beitjukov; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 12.3 x 12.9 
Sheetiet (five stamps and a iabei) - contains 
lOr- Tu-2(1941) 

13r- TB-7(1938) 

15r- Tu-16(1952) 

17r- Tu-22M3(1976) 

20r- TU-95(1952) 

Labei: portrait of A N Tupoiev, 1888-1972, and 
engineering drawing of Tu-2 

068 150th anniversary of the Kolomna 
Locomotive Works, one vaiue 

issue date: August 15, 2013; Design: 

A Povarikhin; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 11.25 x 11.25 
1 5r - Diesei iocomotive TEP70BS 

(contemporary) and steam 
iocomotive No. 5000 (historic) 

Notes: printed in a sheetiet of nine with 
decorated borders 




For daily stamp updates, and to sign up for our e-newsletter, visit the Stamp & Coin Ma/t website: www.stampandcoin.co.uk 


069 RSS (PCC), the Regional Satellite and 
Telecommunications authority, one value 
Issue date: August 21, 2013; 

Design: S Kapranov; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 12.3 x 11.9 
14.25r- RSS (PCC) emblem, 

and satellite over a map of the 
Russian Federation 

070 Paintings by Eugene Zotov (Ivan G 
Myasoedova), 1891-1953, 

two values se-tenant 
Issue date: September 2, 2014; 

Design: A Povarlkhin; Printe: Goznak, offset with 
varnish layer; Perforations: 1 2 x 1 1 .25 
1 5r - The Mlnitsky Campaign, 
painted In Russia In 1909 
1 5r - Zllum (Alpine view seen through 
chalet window), painted in 
Liechtenstein, 1945 

Notes: the Russian artist who emigrated to 
Liechtenstein in the 1930s (changing his name 
to Eugene Zotov) where he served as 
court painter 

071 Centenary of the Discovery of the 
Severnaya Zemlya Archipelago, 

three values in a miniature sheet 
Issue date: September 4, 2013; Design: 

A Drobyshev; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 1 1 .75 x 1 2.25, or 
12.25 x 11.75 (Vikitski) 

Miniature sheet - contains 
1 5r - Expedition ship Vaygach 1 5r - B A 
Vikitski, 1 885-1 951 , leader of the 
Flydrographic Expedition to the Arctic 
Ocean, 1910-1915 
1 5r - Expedition ship Taimyr 
Border: view of Severnaya Zemyla (Northern 
Land), as named in 1926 
Premium Booklet - contains three single stamp 
panes, each with one design from the set 
Booklet cover depicts Oceanographic Service 
emblem and view of Severnaya Zemyla 

072 18th lAP (International Association of 
Public Prosecutors) Conference, Moscow, 

one value 

Issue date: September 6, 2013; 

Design: R Konsa; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 11 .9 x 12.3 
15r- lAP emblem, figure of Justice, 
buildings of the Moscow Kremlin 

073 1150th anniversary of Smolensk, one 

value in a miniature sheet 
Issue date: September 21 , 2013; 

Design: S Ulyanovsky; Printer: Goznak, offset; 

Perforations: 12.3 x 11 .9 

Miniature sheet 50r - Coat of Arms of 


Smolensk (depicting cannon) and fortifications 
Border bears montage of Smolensk historic 
scenes from Viking era to modern times 
The ‘1 1 50’ relates to the first mention of the 
settlement in a document 
(Rus Ustyuzhensky chronicle) 

074 Sochi 2014 Winter Olympic Games. 
Start of the Torch Relay, one value in a 
miniature sheet 

Issue date: October 7, 2013; Design: A 
Moskovets and V Beltuyukov; Printer: Goznak, 
offset; Perforations: 1 1 .9 x 1 1 .8 
Miniature sheet 50r - Winter Olympic Relay 
official logo 

Border depicts torch with flame, and a map of 
the Russian Eederation showing the relay route 
(123 days, ending Eebruary 7, 2014) 

075 Cavaliers of the Order of St Andrew: 
Sergey Vladimirovich Mikhalkov, 1913- 
2009, writer, one value 

Issue date: October 9, 2013; Design: A 
Drobyshev; Printer: Goznak, offset with varnish 
layer; Perforations 11.9 x 11.3 
1 5r - Portrait of the writer, badge of Order 
Notes: printed in sheets of eieven stamps and a 
iabei (3 x 4). Mikhaikov wrote the iibretto for the 
anthem of the Russian Federation (which has 
since become disused) 

076 Coat of Arms of Yaroslavl, 

one value in a miniature sheet 
Issue date: October 11, 2013; Design: 

A Moskovetes; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 11 .9 x 12.3 
50r - Coat of arms of Yaroslavl 
(black bear carrying golden axe) 

Border bears map of Russian Eederation, and 
the 2001 arms of Yaroslavl 
(bear with red-shafted axe) 

077 XXVII Universiade Games, Kazan, 

stamp booklet 

Issue date: June 25, 2013; Design: 

KFI Bedretinova; Printer: Goznak, offset; 
Perforations: 11.9 x 12.3 
Premium Booklet - contains one pane with 25r 
- Games emblem (text and five coloured stars) 
Border of sheet depicts mascot holding a torch, 
and parorama of Kazan, and coloured ribands 
Booklet cover bears ribands and mascot 
Notes: bookiet pane is height 100mm x width 
156mm. See aiso issue of June 26, 2013 


VATICAN CITY 


(previously listed in September 201 5 issue) 

078 The Travels of Pope Francis in 2013, 

two values and a stamp booklet 
Issue date: November 21 , 2014; Designs: from 
photographs; Printer: Printex, Malta, offset; 
Perforations: 13.6 x 13.6 
€0.70 - Visit of Pope Erancis to Brazil (July 
22 to 29, 201 3) and monumental 
statue Christ the Redeemer 
€0.85 - Visits to Italy: Pope giving address at 
Salina, island of Lampedusa (central 
location in the migrants from 
Africa crisis) 

Stamp Booklet (€4.30): contains a single pane 
of €0.85 X four copies 

Cover depicts the Pope beside a migrant boat 
Notes: Vatican Post is making a donation to 
migrant weifare from proceeds of the €0.85 
stamp and bookiet saies 



KOAOMEHCKOMV 3ABOAV 

ISOaet 



068 



069 


ZIMBABWE 


(previously listed in May 2014 issue) 

079 World Post Day, four values 

Issue date: October 9, 201 5; Printer: NatPrint, 

Flarare, offset; Perforations: 14.25 x 14 

30c - Ancient post runner 

75c - Florse borne post (post rider with horn) 

80c - Flarare Main Post Office 

$1 - Post Bus next to pillar box 

Notes: the designs have the images within a 

frame in the shape of Zimbabwe 

080 Frogs of Zimbabwe, 

four values and a miniature sheet 
Issue date: December 9, 2014; Design: from 
paintings of frogs in their habitat by Joan 
Soriano; Printer: NatPrint, Flarare, offset; 
Perforations: 14.25 x 14 (sheet stamps) or 
imperforate (miniature sheet) 

30c - Swynnerton’s reed frog, 

Hyperoiius synnertoni 
75c - Giant bullfrog, 

Pyxicephaius adspersus 
85c - Bushveld rain frog, 

Breviceps a. adspersus 

$1 - Inyanga river frog, Amietia inyangae 

Miniature sheet: contains the four values in an 
imperforate block of four within a ‘frame’ of 
mock perforations 
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Administration: 013, 033, 041, 072 

Agricuiture: 032, 050 

Airports: 036 

Americana: 029, 031 

Animais: 006, 011, 012, 020, 040 

Architecture: 007, 015, 022, 023, 027, 036, 043, 057, 

072, 074, 079 

Arctic: 071 

Art: 003, 005, 034, 039, 040, 055, 063, 070, 080 
Astrcncmy: 037 
Aviaticn: 036, 042, 067 


B 


Batties: 030, 043 

Birds: 010, 011, 026, 028, 034, 061 
Beaches: 052 

Beats: 025, 029, 030, 034, 050, 055 
Beck iiiustrations: 034 
Bridges: 019, 054 

British history: 007, 027, 029, 033, 034, 038, 042, 
043, 044, 045, 047, 049 


C 


Cartoons: 010, 011 
Casties: 022, 073 
Churches: 013, 015, 032 
Christmas: 003, 005, 039 

Cities: 022, 027, 041 , 043, 056, 057, 064, 072, 073, 
077 

Coats of arms: 022, 056, 064, 073, 076 
Conservation: 028 
Construction: 019 

Costume: 010,011, 020, 032, 060, 063 


D 


Design: 018, 044, 060, 067 
Disasters: 029, 030, 047, 078 


E 


Easter: 003, 015 
Education: 013 
Embroidery: 017 

Engineering: 019, 054, 067, 068 
Environment: 024 
Europe: 020, 046 
Expiorers: 034, 071 



Earming: 050 
Eerns: 026 

Eire fighting: 009, 010, 041 
Eirst Worid War: 030, 042, 047 
Eish: 028 


Eishing: 030, 032, 050 
Eiowers: 001, 002, 026, 060 
Eoikiore: 020, 032, 049, 060 
Eood & drink: 008, 030, 050, 055 


G 


Government: 007, 027, 030 
Greetings: 006, 008, 009, 040 


H 


Handicrafts: 017, 060 
Heiicopters: 009, 010 
Human rights: 033, 035 


1 


independence: 051 

industry: 021, 056, 060, 062, 068 

insects: 001 , 002 

internationai cooperation: 021, 069 
inventions: 020, 021, 041, 052, 074 



Languages: 008, 009, 052 

Law & constitution: 007, 027, 033, 035, 072 

Lighhouses: 023 

Love: 008, 009 


M 


Maps: 038, 053, 064, 069, 074, 079 

Marine iife: 004, 024, 028 

Medais: 007, 027, 075 

Miiitary: 030, 038, 042, 043, 062, 067 

Mountains: 034, 048 

Museums & gaiieries: 070 

Music: 013 

Mythoiogy: 070 


N 


Navai: 042, 043 
New Year: 006, 040 
Nobei Prize: 049 


O 


Oiympics: 059, 074 


P 


Paintings: 005, 034, 055, 063, 070 
Papacy: 078 
Paraiympic Games: 016 

Personaiities: 007, 013, 027, 043, 044, 045, 049, 051, 
052, 058, 061,063,067,075, 078 
Pets: 010, oil 

Photography: 024, 026, 042, 049, 051 
Piants: 026 


Poiar: 071 

Poiitics: 013, 029, 035, 043, 049, 051 , 058 
Posts: 018, 025, 032, 045, 079 
Press & pubiishing: 029, 030, 034, 052 
Pubiic safety: 009, 010, 023, 041, 048 


R 


Raiiways: 054, 068 
Reiigious art: 003, 005, 015 
Remembrance: 042 
Rivers: 055, 080 
Rotary: 014 

Royaity: 007, 027, 033, 044, 045, 063 


S 


Science: 013, 037 

Scuipture: 015, 043 

Search & rescue: 048 

Second Worid War: 031 , 043 

Ships: 010, Oil, 031, 042, 043, 047, 065, 071 

Skiing: 059 

Space: 061, 069 

Sport: 016, 057,059, 066, 074, 077 
Stamp on stamp: 032, 045, 061 
Submarines: 030 



Tax stamps: 008 

Teiecommunications: 009, 010, 021, 069 
Textiies: 017, 060 
Theatre: 049 

Tourism: 022, 023, 036, 037, 053, 065 
Toys & games: 020, 039, 046 
Trade: 017, 025, 050 
Transport: 019, 041,065, 067, 079 


U 


UNESCO: 017, 053 
Uniforms: 038 
Universities: 013, 057, 077 


V 


Views: 007, 019, 022, 023, 027, 032, 034, 036, 037, 
041 , 042, 053, 054, 055, 057, 070, 071 , 077, 079 


W 


Waterfaiis: 080 

Weaponry: 042, 043, 062, 073 

Weifare & charitabie organisations: 008, 009, 010, 

014, 016, 039, 078 

Women: 035, 050 

Worid Wiidiife Eund: 004 

Writers: 029, 042, 049, 051, 052, 058, 075 


90 NOVEMBER 20 1 5 


w ww.stampandcoin. co.uk 






































RN4 GREAT BRITAIN - HMS Victory Cover, issued for 
the 250th anniv. of the launching of Nelson’s Flagship, 

HMS Victory. “The pride of the British Navy”. The oldest 
commissioned warship in the world. Bearing a Royal Mail 
ensign stamp and cancelled with a Royal Mail illustration ship 
pmk. dated 7/5/15 - only 100 covers were issued. .Price £8.75 

Malay. 2 SINGAPORE - A fantastic collection of Singapore 
stamps. Mainly in fine used condition and containing 
definitives and commemoratives of Singapore. Hundreds of 
different stamps Price £1 6.25 

E2R GP1. GREAT BRITAIN - Rare Machin gutter pair cover. 
One of the most sought after Machin definitive covers. 

The Royal Mail illustrated cover bears the scarce blue 2nd 
class definitive Machin gutter pair with gold coronation 
anniv. Royal Mail crown design in Gutter Pair. The cover is 
postmarked with the official London E2R Coronation anniv. 
Pmk. Dated 1/1/13. This is of postal history importance as 
the Machin Coronation Gutter Pair is scarce as mint and rare 
used on cover Price £27. 

Pari 92 GREAT BRITAIN - Scarce Parliamentary Cover - 
This scarce cover issued for the 750th Anniv. of Simon De 
Montfort’s Parliament. Superbly illustrated and bearing the 
Royal Mail De Montfort commemorative stamp pmkd. with 
Royal Mail 2/6/15 official Royal Mail illustrated postmark. Only 
60 of this cover are known to exist Price £9.25 

Alb. 7 ALBANIA - A lovely collection of Albanian stamps, 
including scarcer older stamps issued for King Zog, 
unmounted mint. Unusual items noted include 1952 stamps 
issued by the Albanian Govt, in exile. Also better overprinted 
stamps. Containing over 100 stamps with blocks and singles 
mint and used Price £15. 

HRH 72. Princes Diana - A rare Great Britain cover issued for 
the interment of Diana Princess of Wales. The illustrated cover 
has been postmarked twice by the Royal Mail. Once on the 
actual interment day 6/9/97 and then again on the issue date 
of the Diana Memorial British stamp issue on 3/2/98. These 
covers now mostly in collectors hands are rare and seldom 
offered for sale Price £17 

GB10. First Flight Cover - Elusive aviation cover flown on 
the Boeing 747 Jumbo jet on its maiden flight from New York 
to London on 22/1 /1 970. The superb Boeing illustrated cover 
bears a GPO aircraft stamp and GPO postmark in combination 
with “Boeing 747” flight cachet in red Price £8. 

EP96. EUROPEAN PRINCIPALITIES - A gorgeous collection 
of mainly unmounted mint stamps of the small European 
principalities includes: Monaco, Liechtenstein, San Marino and 
Andorra. Some used but mostly Unmounted Mint. Over 100 
stamps Price £19 

CAM 25. DAVID CAMERON. - A much sought after 201 5 
General Election cover. The cover bears the QEII “Pound note 
stamp” with illustrated Pmk. Dated 7/5/15 for the shock 
election results giving the Conservatives an outright majority. 
The cover depicts the Prime Minister David Cameron. Less 
than 65 covers exist world wide making this one of the 
scarcest political covers Price £18.50 

IN 923. INDONESIA - Super collection of this popular S.E. 
Asian country dating back to 1945 to more modern with only 
unmounted mint in blocks & singles. The collection contains 
hundreds of mint Indonesia stamps Price £18. 

GB11. WINSTON CHURCHILL - A superb cover 
commemorating the 75th Anniversary of Sir Winston Churchill 
becoming prime minister. The cover depicts the great man 
and his quote: “All my past life has been but a preparation for 
this hour and this trial”. The cover bears the Winston Churchill 
Royal Mail commemorative stamp issue and illustrated Royal 
Mail Churchill postmark (from a limited issue of only 100 
covers) Price £14. 

POW 9. COLDITZ - Official Red Cross commemorative Colditz 
prison cover. The cover was flown from Colditz to the Channel 
Islands, the cover depicts the infamous prison with German 
postage stamp and Colditz postmark Price £10. 

MS 493. WORLD WIDE MINIATURE SHEETS COLLECTION - A 

big collection of well over one hundred different miniature 
sheets, countries noted include: Russia, Eq. Guinea, St. 

Thomas and Prince Islands, Guyana, Cambodia, Gt. Britain, 
Trucial States, Tanzania, Panama, U.S.A., Korea, Mexico, Belize, 
Israel, Afghanistan, Philippines, Pakistan & Cuba. A massive 
lot, with mint and used miniature sheets Price £17.25 

SNP 12 SCOTLAND - The Special Commemorative cover for the 
Scottish National Parties Landslide Victory in Scotland; winning virtually 
95% of seats. The cover depicts Nicola Sturgeon (SNP Parly Leader) 
and bears Royal Mail Heraldic Lion stamp and official Edinburgh 
Postmark dated 7/5/1 5. The cover is sought after in Scotland and 
elsewhere as only 50 were produced at the time Price £13.75 


lOM 8. ISLE OF MAN - Queen Victoria Illustrated 
commemorative cover for the 175th Anniv. of the world’s 
first stamp. The impressive cover bears a block of six penny 
black stamps and one two penny blue stamp tied to the cover 
with 6th May lOM Anniv. pmks. Only 100 of this cover were 
postmarked by the lOM Post Office Price £9.25 

E481 . ETHIOPIA - A valuable collection of Ethiopian stamps 
dating back to circa 1898 Abyssinian issues with many older 
stamps of the 1 930’s to 1 950’s including scarcer early Air Mail 
overprints and ranges through to more recent issues. Approx. 
100 different Ethiopian stamps Price £19.50 

MAR 7. PRINCESS MARGARET MOURNING COVER - This 
scarce Royal Cover is hardly ever offered for sale. Illustrated 
with a classic portrait of Princess Margaret 1930-2002 and 
postmarked exceptionally with Royal Mail Brighton internal 
enquiry office postmark dated 9/2/2002. The cover is of 
special postal history interest due to the use of the rare 
postmark Price £21 

PRC 10. CHINA - A glorious collection of stamps of China. 
Mostly People’s Republic of China, with interesting group 
of Hong Kong Stamps; also China Stamp Booklets, Mint 
Complete sheet noted some odd Macau, Several China 
Miniature Sheets and China First Day Covers. Noted better 
overprinted stamps. East China 1 949 Mao Tse Tung & 

General Zhu. A highly recommended lot with hundreds of 
China stamps not counting complete China stamp booklets, 
miniature sheets and FDC’s Price £37 

LUS 3. RMS LUSITANIA - Special commemorative cover for 
the centenary of the sinking of the Lusitania. Only 100 covers 
in existence. Superbly illustrated for the tragic event that 
brought America into World War I. The cover bears a Royal Mail 
Navy Ensign Stamp with the 7th May 2015 Lusitania illustrated 
Royal Mail Liverpool pmk Price £8.75 

JK 106. HARRY POTTER - A fantastic collection of different 
Harry Potter stamps from various countries. Includes a scarce 
Isle of Man Prisoner of Azkaban cover with 1.0. M. Harry Potter 
stamp in combination with official Royal Mail Harry Potter 
stamp, postmarked with illustrated first day issue, Hogwarts 
postmark. The collection also includes unmounted mint Royal 
Mail Harry Potter stamps and miniature sheets from various 
countries, includes catalogued and scarcer unlisted issues the 
whole collection Price £19.75 

SA4 NELSON MANDELA - A historic and scarce mourning 
cover for Nelson Mandela. ‘His was a spirit born free, today 
his spirit is soaring through the heavens. He is now forever 
free’ - Muhammad All 5/1 2/1 3. The cover bears a South Africa 
Mandela stamp with cachet ‘In Memorial 1 91 8-201 3’ also 
Royal Mail gold definitive postmarked Mount Pleasant 5/12/13. 
Only 50 covers known to exist Price £14. 

GB85 GREAT BRITAIN - An important error on the 1966 Battle 
of Hastings 6d. value. The wrong colour gold leaf was used 
in error on the Queens Head. Error - yellow gold instead of 
normal bronze gold. We can offer the unmounted mint error 
plus normal stamp for comparison Price £7.50 

LA39K BRITISH ISLES - A phenomenal & valuable collection of 
British Local Island’s stamps. Only unmounted mint, including 
Lundy Island, Davaar Island, Cairn lar. Isle of Easdale, Bernera 
Island, Staffa, Stroma, Isle of Pabay, Bardsey, Herm, Calf of 
Man, Hildasay - Shetland Islands, Jethou, Brechou, Alderney, 

St Kilda, St Marys, Calvey Island, Sanda Island, Gugh, St 
Martins. With blocks, multiples, singles & miniature sheets. 

This important & valuable collection with only unmounted mint 
stamps and many high £ values. The nominal face value is 
well over £200 Price £47.25. 

GB5 GB WINSTON CHURCHILL D-DAY COVER - A 

spectacular cover and valuable addition to any WWII 
Collection. The cover is inscribed 70th Anniv. Of D-Day 
6th June 1944. Illustrated with Churchill Downing Street 
1940’s Photograph, and Churchill’s Quote: “And what a plan! 
This vast operation is undoubtedly the most complicated 
and difficult that has ever occurred.” The cover bears a 
combination of Royal Mail, Churchill and D-Day stamps. 

With official Royal Mail, British Forces 3173 Postal Services 
postmark, D-Day 6th June 201 4. The cover also bears 
original King Geo VI GPO stamps, with horizontal cachet 
inscribed “D-Day The Longest Day” in black. The cover issue 
was restricted to 100 covers only Price £13.75 

M27A CORONATION STREET. - A specialised and most 
unusual thematic collection of Coronation street stamps 
with COMPLETE UNM, MINT SETS. From various British local 
Islands, including scarcer High Values and several £1 .00 
values. Personalities depicted on stamps include: Jack & Annie 
Walker, Stan & Hilda Ogden, Ken & Irma Barlow, Jack & Vera 
Duckworth, Martha Longhurst, Ena Sharpies, Mike & Alma 
Baldwin, Kevin Webster, Raquel Wolstenholme, Ray Langton, 

Liz McDonald, Alf Roberts, Bet Gilroy, Curly Watts, Leonard 
Swindly, Elsie Tanner, Reg Holdworth -i- others Price £12.00 


Z33E UNORTHODOX STAMPS - One of the most unusual 
collections we have ever seen assembled, with everything 
except normal stamps. Including triangular stamps, 
self adhesive ‘free form’, map shaped stamps, gold foil 
round (circular) stamps, diamond shapes, ‘3 dimensional’ 
and others. Hundreds of different mint and used unorthodox 
stamps Price £13. 

LIB 92. LIBYA - War in Libya, Liberation Cover. An unusual 
cover inscribed Official Liberation Day with Iconic Illustration. 
The cover has Machin Royal Mail stamps and official Royal 
Mail British Jubilee postmark dated, 23 Oct 201 1 (Libya 
Liberation Day). The cover also bears a Libya Col. Gaddafi 
stamp tied to cover with cachet inscribed Oct 201 1 Libya. 

An unusual and important cover Price £14.50 

R88A NAZI GERMAN - Occupation of World War II various 
Croatia Bohemia and Moravia. Occupation of Poland General 
government (Theresienstadt also Lodz Ghjetto these may 
not be genuine) plus various other Germany war period Hitler 
issues. Mainly genuine unmounted mint/used Price £1 0. 

HRH7 RARE ROYAL COVER - Extremely rare Royal Cover for 
HRH Prince George. This superbly illustrated. Royal Baby, 
Official first day cover, bears a gutter pair originally printed 
for Princess Diana’s 21st birthday, which was overprinted 
for the birth of her son Prince William dated 1 9/07/1 982, 
the cover was re-posted with Royal Mail stamps of three 
generations: Queen Elizabeth II, Prince Charles & Prince 
William. Officially postmarked by the Royal Mail for Prince 
George’s christening on 23/10/13 at St James’ Palace 
London. The cover has been signed by the stamp designer - 
only 40 of this rare cover are understood to exist and 
are destined to be vital to any future Prince William and 
Prince George stamp collections Price £19.75. 

LOT K2 GREAT BRITAIN UNMOUNTED MINT 
COMMEMORATIVES & DEFINITIVES & DEFINITIVES 
UNSORTED ACCUMULATION. 

Items noted include Traffic Light Gutter Pair Missing 
Phosphor Error voil strips. Well over 500 stamps only 
unmounted mint Price £15 

MM28 MARILYN MONROE - A gorgeous collection of 
Marilyn Monroe stamps. Few other actresses embodies 
the term ‘Hollywood Movie Star’ as much as the legendary 
and iconic screen goddess, Marilyn Monroe. This collection 
contains many different unmounted mint and used 
Marilyn Monroe stamps. Including several elusive 
stamps Price £11 

JB 773 JAMES BOND - An outstanding collection of James 
Bond Stamps. Includes official James Bond combination 
cover bearing Ian Fleming’s iconic James Bond book issue, 
with first day of issue 8/1/2008 Royal Mail postmark. The 
cover was reposted on 1/5/2012 (four years later) with 
Royal Mail “British Hero James Bond 50th Anniv Postmark” 
The James Bond Collection continues with many Unmounted 
Mint James Bond Commemorative Stamps and Miniature 
Sheets: Including, scarcer unlisted issues from various 
countries Price £26 

PA 22 BAHAWALPUR, PAKISTAN & BANGLADESH. - A 

collection with hundreds of different Bangladesh also 
Pakistan, with mint and used stamps up to modern, but noted 
King George VI Bahawalpur unmounted mint dating back to 
1 948. A fine collection of hundreds of different stamps 
Price £12.25 

STR 58 GREAT BRITAIN SPECIALISED 1971 POSTAL STRIKE 
COLLECTION - Dating back to the short period in British 
Postal History when the Post Office granted licenses to 
private delivery companies to deliver mail in the U.K. This 
important GB postal history collection comprising of postal 
strike stamps in singles & blocks also has scarcer multiples 
and “Tete-beche” stamps. Used and unused with many 
unmounted mint (FDC noted). Well over one hundred stamps 
Price £15 

SP27X SPACE - Space, the final frontier. A small but 
impressive collection of outer space and space exploration 
camps. Including original 1969 moon landing cover and 
People’s Republic of China space covers. Over lOO-i- mint 
and used stamps and miniature sheets. Noted mint Royal 
Mail issues for Planetary Nebula in Norma & Aquila, Seyfert 2 
Galaxy in Circinus, Pegasus Galaxy. Also Russia mint 
issue for Yuri Gagarin, first man in space. A lovely lot. 
Price £14.50. 

GB.51 - GREAT BRITAIN - Scarce Festival of Britain 
Commem. Cover. Bearing the Abram Games stamp designer 
official Royal Mail Commem. Stamp cancelled with iconic 
Festival of Britain 25/3/14 Postmark. The cover also bears 
the complete King George V1 1951 Festival stamps with 
black cachet “G.PO. 1951 Festival of Britain Official 
Stamp Issue” The edition was limited to only 1 00 of these 
important covers Price £1 1 .25 



Established 1971 


12 Prince Albert Street, Brighton, Sussex, BN1 1HE 
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London auction totals over £1.8 million 


A ‘coins festival’, held by coin and medals 
specialists Dix Noonan Webb, saw a total 
hammer price of almost £1.8 million with 
a series of important collections attracting 
strong bidding from dealers and private 
buyers over four days. 

The highlight of the London sale was the 
£240,000 (£200,000 hammer price) paid 
by a London dealer for the rare gold 1820 
George III Pattern £5 of which only 25 are 
thought to exist, as detailed on page 97. 

Christopher Webb, head of the coins 
department at Dix Noonan Webb, said: 

‘This has been one of the most successful 
coins sales in the 25-year history of the 
company. As well as great individual rarities, 
we were offering whole collections put 
together by people with different specialist 
interests but the same discerning eye. The 
market responded enthusiastically.’ 

The total hammer price was £1,783,155 
and once buyer’s commission was added this 
rose to £2,139,786. Four collections put 
together by three men dominated the first 



two days of the series of auctions. 

A collection of Irish silver coins and tokens, 
dating from 1649 to 1813, put together by 
the late Harrington Manville, the American 
expert who compiled the Encyclopaedia of 
British Numismatics, sold for £220,572. 

Manville’s collection of Scottish silver 
coins and tokens (1664-1807) achieved 
a total hammer price of £148,695 and 



included a rare Charles II 4 Merks from 
1664 which sold for £26,000. 

In the same sale the Theo Bullmore 
Collection of Irish coins of the Great 
Rebellion 1642-1649 sold for £168,900, 
and Paul Cattermole’s extraordinary 
collection of sixpences from Tudor times 
until decimalisation in 1970 made a total 

of £49,305. 


TALKING TOKENS 

The Miller^s Tale 



One of the ways in which Norman landlords 
squeezed taxes from long-suffering Anglo-Saxon 
tenant farmers was to charge them for corn grinding. 

The baron owned the local watermill to which 
tenants had to cart their corn for grinding into flour 
to make the essential daily bread on which tenants 
survived. If the estate boasted more than one mill, 
the baron owned them all to enforce his monopoly. 

He also appointed all millers, selecting loyal men 
with proven ability to extract ten percent of every 
tenant’s flour. The Doomsday Book records 6,000 
watermills in England, with the figure rising to more 
than 15,000 at the start of the I4th century. Many 
of the new mills used wind power. They could drive 
larger grinding wheels to cope with the greatly increased acreage 
of cereal crops grown as more land came under the plough. 

In the 15th and 16th centuries, when many farmers had 
achieved a measure of independence and most landlords had 
sold their mills in favour of charging everybody on the estate 
higher ground rents, specialist millers began to emerge. They 
extended their businesses by offering graded grinding: finest 
wheat flour for better baking; coarse grinding of oats and dried 
beans for animal fodder. Business boomed with farmers carting 


more grain and fodder crops to whichever miller offered the best 
prices for grinding. 

One way in which millers attracted customers was to offer sack 
hiring services, with each farmer paying a deposit on a number 
of sacks and claiming a refund when the sacks were returned. To 
avoid the problem of finding change when sacks were hired many 
millers began to use sack tokens, which also served as advertising 
for the mill. An example is shown in the illustrations. Also shown 
is a lead seal used to prevent pilfering from filled sacks. 
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Coin errors on 
offer in New York 




Spink’s New York auction room recently 
played host to the sale of the Bill Snyder 
Collection of British Error Coins, featuring 
a series of unusual looking coins, including 
a ‘stupendous’ 1872 Gothic Florin diecap. 

The highlight of the sale was the 1872 
florin, featuring an obverse inset in a raised 
cap of over 6mm, creating an unusual 
‘die-dish’ error. Toned a pearly white and 
uncirculated, the exceedingly rare and 
possibly unique Gothic diecap sold for $8,500 (approximately £ 5,583). 

Other highlights included a James II (1686) Halfcrown struck twenty 
percent off centre, which fetched $3,250 (£2,134) and a George IV 1826 
Shilling Obverse Brockage double struck with the 
second strike fifty percent off centre, which 
sold for $1,500 (£985). 

Spink USA Senior Numismatist Gregory 
J. Cole said: ‘Generally, the Royal Mint 
was rather good at catching errors, thus this 
collection represents a sizeable offering of 
solid collector error coins.’ 


Falklands coin celebrates 
^Ruley Britannia!^ 
275 th anniversary 




1 CROWN 


Pobjoy Mint has announced the release of a new coin on behalf of 
the Falkland Islands Government which commemorates the 275th 
Anniversary of the Composition of the song ‘Rule, Britannia!’ and features 
an image of the iconic female figure, Britannia. 

Available in proof sterling silver and uncirculated cupro nickel, the 1 
Crown coin features an image of Britannia, the female personification of 
the British Isles, in the foreground holding a trident with waves of the 
sea in the background. The obverse of the coin features an effigy of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II by Ian Rank-Broadley. Each coin is said to 
feature a ‘glorious mirror-finish’ background. 

‘Rule, Britannia!’ is a patriotic British song which originated from the 
poem Rule Britannia by James Thomson and was set to music by Thomas 
Arne in 1740. 

For more information visit www.pobjoy.com 


Auction Highlights 


One of just 25 known 
examples of a George 
III (1760-1820), 
pattern £5 coin of 
1820 was recently sold 
to a London dealer by 
Dix Noonan Webb 
in London. The coin was produced by renowned Italian engraver 
Benidito Pistrucci on behalf of the Royal Mint and features a 
laureate bust right of the King, with St George and the dragon 
on the reverse. Pistrucci had been commissioned to produce what 
would have been the first large gold coin during the reign, but the 
death of the king in January 1820 meant the design was never put 
into circulation. Just 25 or 26 of the coins were struck posthumously 
as commemorative pieces. 



SOLD FOR £200,000 




A Constantine I gold 9 
solid! medallion, dating 
from 307-337 AD was 
recently sold at Bonham’s 
in Los Angeles. The 
Roman item measured 
48.8 mm in diameter 
and weighed 4l.88g, 
featured a draped and cuirassed bust of Constantine on the obverse 
and an image on reverse showing Constantine seated on the throne, 
holding a long staff in his right hand and accaia in left, Constantine 
II and Constantins standing to either side in military attire. 
According to Bonham’s such medallions were presented as gifts to 
those the emperor wanted to impress. Since they were ‘true multiples 
of gold and silver coins’ and could legally used as money, they are 
known as money medallions. 


SOLD FOR £82,919 




Spink recently sold a recently 
discovered gold Half-Florin 
or ‘Helm’ of Edward III 
(1327-77). Described as 
‘an excessively rare coin of 
national importance’, the 
coin was an experimental 
issue conceived and executed during the ‘high summer’ of gothic art. 
‘Using continental gold issues for inspiration and utilising aspects of 
Edward’s IIEs own great seal the designs are imbued with Edward’s 
desire to stake his claim to the French throne’ the auction description 
claims. ‘Here we see the first instance whereby the French royal title 
is assumed on the obverse of a British coin. Surrounding the helm 
and dappling the fields are fleur-de-lis, an allusion to Edward’s French 
lineage through his mother, Isabella of France. It was here at the 
outset of the Hundred Years War in the context of disputed lines of 
succession and with King Edward’s claim to the French crown that the 
rest of British late medieval history was to be shaped.’ 


SOLD FOR £50,000 
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Warwick and Warwick have an expanding requirement for coin and banknote collections, 
British and worldwide and for coins and notes of individual value. Our customer base 
is increasing dramatically and we need an ever larger supply of quality material 
to keep pace with demand. The market has never been stronger and if you are 
considering the sale of your collection, now is the time to act. 


Free Valuations 

We will provide a free, professional and without obligation valuation 
of your collection. Either we will make you a fair, binding private 
treaty offer, or we will recommend inclusion of your property 
in our next specialist public auction. 


Free Transportation 

We can arrange insured transportation of your collection to 
our Warwick offices completely free of charge. If you decline 
our offer, we ask you to cover the return carriage costs only. 


f/m/r 
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Free Visits 

Visits by our valuers are possible anywhere in the country or 
abroad, usually within 48 hours, in order to value larger collections 
Please telephone for details. 


Advisory Days 

We are staging a series of advisory days and will be visiting 
the following towns within the next few weeks, 

Walsall, Londonderry, Belfast, Runcorn, Oldham, Sheffield. 
Sudbury, Braintree, Burnley, Blackburn, Telford, Enfield, 
Dartford, Portsmouth, Southampton, Brentwood, Basildon. 
Worksop and St. Albans. 

Please visit our website or telephone for further details. 


Excellent Prices 

Because of the strength of our customer base 
we are in a position to offer prices that we feel 
sure will exceed your expectations. 


Act Now 

Telephone or email 
Richard Beale today with 
details of your property. 
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Selling Your Coins & Banknotes? 


Auctioneers and Valuers 
Chalon House, Scar Bank, Milters Road, 
Warwick CV34 5DB 



Tel: 01926 499031 Fax: 01926 491906 
E-mail: richard.beale@warwickandwarwick.com 


Warwick&Warwic 


www.warwickandwarwick.com 


MEDALS, BONDS, BANKNOTES 
AND COINS 

Thursday 19 November 2015 
Knightsbridge, London 

Bonhams incorporating Glendinings has been selling coins and 
medals at auction since the turn of the last century. Recent results 
have reflected the current buoyancy of the market, with high 
prices being achieved for quality items. 

ENQUIRIES 

+44 ( 0 ) 20 7393 3914 
john.millensted@bonhams.com 

Coins sold in our most recent sale 



Bonhanns 

bonhams.com/coins 



Every issue is Like a 48 
Page Stamp & Coin Mart, 
But everything is for Sale! 

Eveiy three weeks we publish The Plwenix, a 24 page A3 full 
colour catalogue of British and w orld coins, British and world 
banknotes, aueienl coins, antiquities, medallions and supplies. 
Fold it in half and that is like a 48 page issue of Stamp & Coin 
Mart, the publieation you are reading now. The one exeeption is, 
for eolleetors it is more interesting, as everything is for sale and 
ready to be added to your eolleetion. 

1 would be happy to send you a eomplimentary copy of The 
PhoeNfx^ jwsi fill in the coiqion below. Wc arc a family owned 
and family run business that has been buying and selling coins 
and banknotes for the past 58 years. Most of the material wc ofier 
is illustialed, so you can actually see what you are getting. We 
carry the largest inventory of any coin firm in the United 
Kingdom. Most of the advertising you see in publications is for 
buying coins and banknotes, wouldn''l you ratliei see a listing of 
coins and notes that you can buy and add to your collection? 

Send for a comp Lime ntaiy copy, there is no obligation and 
remember we publish a new' issue every three weeks. Each issue 
is 95% different from the previous issue. We have the coins and 
banknotes you are looking for, why not give us a try? 

C@INCRAFT 

fistahlished 49 years 

44 & 45 Great Russell Street, London WCIB 3LU 
Tel 020-7636-1188 or 020-7637-8785 
fax 020-7323-2860 or 020-7637-7635 
Email: I n I C o inc ra ft . com 


C©1NCRAFT 

44 &. 4S tiriral Ru!«sfll Sltiorl, 
Londmi VVCIB 3Ll 
Tcl 02(1-7636- 11 SS or 020-7637-8785 
Fas 02(1-7323-286(1 nr 026-7637-7635 

Name: (Please print) 

Address: * * 


Postcode. 

V 
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Watch the latest collecting videos on 



We design and produce special handstamps and 
commemorative covers to mark British State 
& Armed Forces events & anniversaries 




Scan the code 
to sign up to 
our newsletter 


Find out more at: 
www.bfps.org.uk 


© BRITISH FORCES © 
POST OFFICE 

OFFICIAL COMMEMORATIVE COVERS 
Produced by BFPS - fundraising 
for our Forces through phiiateiy 


STAMP 




& COIN MART 

TELEVISION 


Interviews, reports, advice and more. 



Visit www.stannpandcoin.co.uk 


Scan this code with your 
smartphone to view videos now 




October ^ 

C#irt FAIR 

IRELANDS LARGEST COIN FAIR 

Three exciting shows all under one roof 


SLatt up -far mw free 

E-NEWSLETTER 



a 


Thousands of Stamp & Coin Mart 
readers receive our popular 
e-newsletter each month, which 


— 





Coins, Banknotes, 
Tokens & Medals 


16th - 18th October 

Serpentine Hall, 

RDS Ballsbridge, Dublin 4 


1 lam - 6pm each day 
Admission €5 

Held in conjunction with STAMPA 
and over 50’s show 

For further details contact 

Mike Kelly 

Tel. 00353 868714880 


boasts exclusive stamp and coin articles, offers 
and competitions, not available in the magazine. 

Sign up and don*t miss out! 

www.stannpandcoin.co.uk 




ANCIENT & GOTHIC 

(CHRIS BELTON) 

SPECIALIST IN PREHISTORIC, ANCIENT & MEDIEVAL 
COINS & ANTIQUITIES FOR NEARLY 40 YEARS 

We issue bi-monthly mail order catalogues which include: Greek, Roman, 
Celtic, (Ancient British), Anglo-Saxon, Byzantine, English, Scottish 
& Irish Hammered coins, British & European coins before 1860 etc. 

STONE AGE, BRONZE AGE, IRON AGE, GREEK, ROMAN, EGYPTIAN & PRE- 
COLUMBIAN ANTIQUITIES, ANGLO-SAXON, VIKING & MEDIEVAL ANTIQUITIES, 
FOSSILS, ANTIQUARIAN & REFERENCE BOOKS. 


Please write or phone for our latest catalogue, in which you will find: 
EARLY ROMAN EMPIRE SILVER DENARII from £10 UPWARDS ACCORDING 
TO SCARCITY & CONDITION - 5 DENARII for £45 (p&p £2). 

ALL DIFFERENT RULERS & ALL IDENTIFITED 

ANCIENT & GOTHIC RO. Box 5390, Bournemouth BH7 6XR 

Tel- 01202 431 721 - Estab 1977 
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Market insight 


Internet auctions 



Your quick reference price guide to recent coin and banknote 
sales on the popular internet auction site delcampe.net 




SOLD FOR £354 

France 500 francs Chateaubriand 1946 


SOLD FOR £343 

Austria 5 gulden Oesterreichische National 
Bank 1841 




Coins on 
a budget 


SOLD FOR £256 

Romanian Natinal Bank 1000 Lei 1928 note 


SOLD FOR £163 

Cuba 500 pesos 1950 banknote 





SOLD FOR £859 

Brittany gold Ecu 16th century 


SOLD FOR £278 

Vatican 100 Lire 1929 gold coin 





SOLD FOR£190 SOLD FOR£182 

Norway Olympics Lillehammer 1994 South-Africa 2 Rand Springbock 1974 gold coin 

set of twelve silver coins 


Buy and sell on Delcampe, more than 50 million collectables are waiting for you! 

http://www.delcampe.net 


This month’s bargain coin was 
purchased at an Antique and 
Collectors’ Fair in Glasgow for £13, 
writes Ed Archer. It is a shilling of 
Queen Anne. Coins of Queen Anne 
are normally expensive even in fine 
condition due to the fact that she only 
reigned for twelve years, 1702-1714. 

On the reverse of the shilling is 
a cruciform arrangement of crown 
shields. Two of the shields have the 
joint coat of arms of England and 
Scotland, whereas the other two have 
the coat of arms of Erance and Ireland. 
The inscription is ‘REG, 1711, MAG 
BRIT, ER ET HIB’. These abbreviated 
Latin words translate in full as follows 
‘Queen of Great Britain, Erance and 
Ireland 1711.’ The claim to the Erench 
throne as referred to above, was even 
more important in Queen Anne’s 
reign as British Eorces were fighting 
in Europe under the leadership of 
John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough 
against Louis XIV of Erance. 

The obverse shows a rather 
unflattering portrait of Queen Anne, 
which makes her rather matronly. The 
inscription round the rim is as follows 
‘Anna. Dei Gratia.’ Basically that 
translates as Anne by Grace of God. 
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A history of pennies 



Perfect pennies 

Today the humble penny may be just so much small change but for centuries it was the stalwart of the 
European economy, writes Paula Hammond. From the earliest coins of Pepin, Charlemagne and King 
Offa, to the first pennies used in the Americas, South Africa and Australia, this little coin has a big history 


A t first glance 

the penny may 
seem like the 
quintessential 
English coin. 

It was, after all, 

pretty much the only coin minted in 
the British Isles in any numbers for 
almost 600 years. However its origins 
lie in antiquity - in the drachma and 
denarius of ancient Greece and Rome. 
The ‘d’ used as an abbreviation for 
pre-decimal pennies actually stood for 
denarius and the name still survives 
in the coins of France (denier), Italy 
(denaro), Spain (dinero) and many 
Arabic-speaking countries (dinar). 


Did you know? 


240 of Offa's pennies made a 
Saxon pound of silver. Much 
to the confusion of the rest of 
the world, there remained 240 
pennies to British pound until 
the arrival of decimalisation on 
15th February, 1971. 

What's in a Name? 

No one knows for sure but the 
word penny may relate to the 
way coins were minted, with 
molten metal being poured into 
a pan known as a pfanne. 


Above from left: an Offa 
penny; the USA’s popular 
Liberty Head penny; and 
an AEthelred II Short 
Cross penny 

Right: A ‘Cartwheel’ 
penny produced at 
Matthew Boulton’s Soho 
Mint In Birmingham 



The earliest post-Roman coins were 
minted in gold but these proved too 
valuable for everyday transactions and 
were gradually replaced by silver. In 
England, these small, thick coins were 
probably called peningas (Old English 
for pennies) although they’re known to 
collectors today as sceattas. 

In some Northern English 
kingdoms, like Northumbria, sceatta 
style coins were minted until the mid 
800s but in the South, Continental 
European ideas quickly found 

A Henry ill Long purchase. When, around AD 735 the 

Cross penny Frankish King Pepin, introduced a 




broader, thinner, silver coin called a 
‘novus denarius’. King Offa of Mercia 
quickly followed suit, with pennies 
of a similar diameter and weight. In 
793 when Charlemagne produced his 
smaller novus denarius, Offa again 
aped his European colleagues. 

Prior to Offa’s reign, coins may 
have been visually appealing but they 
were rare, debased and so generic that 
they often didn’t even carry the name 
of the ruler. What Offa brought to 
the English penny was regulation and 
quality control. 

The coins that began to appear 
during Offa’s reign were intricate and 
imaginatively designed with reverses 
that included a wide range of Roman, 
Celtic and Germanic imagery. On their 
obverses were the ruler’s and moneyer’s 
names, alongside striking portraits. 

The inclusion of the moneyer’s names/ 
initials was important as moneyers who 
produced debased or substandard coins 
could be, and were, executed. 
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Small change, all change 

The availability of small, ready 
coinage provided the fuel for the 
fledgling English nation and as the 
State evolved so did the penny. By the 
time of Edgar the Peaceful (c. 943- 
975), the penny had finally become 
a universal currency, with as many 
as forty mints producing a single 
standardised coin. The Plantagenets 
introduced the long-cross reverse 
design which not only made it 
easier to cut the coin into halves 
and quarters for ‘small change’, but 
prevented coin clipping, as the edge 
of the cross was more obvious than it 
had been with the short cross design. 

Prom the 8th century until the 13th, 
the penny became a vital part of early 
English life. During the reign of King 
Ethelred the Unready (966-1016), 
around 40 million were minted. A 
standardised English quality coin 
undoubtedly helped smooth the path 
of trade and bolster the economy but 
the idea of a penny as something fixed 
and measurable also become ingrained 
in the nation’s consciousness. So much 
so that it became usual for craftsmen 
a specific rate of pennies per day. 
Essentials like bread were even fixed 
at a penny a piece. A penny loaf was a 
food staple from 1266 right up until 
the 1900s. 

With the arrival of the Hanoverians 
the penny underwent perhaps its 
biggest changes. In 1797, Matthew 
Boulton was awarded the contract to 
manufacture pennies at the Soho Mint 
in Birmingham. Boulton’s ‘Cartwheels’ 
were not only the largest and most 
substantial British pennies ever to be 
manufactured but they were made 
of copper rather than silver. Most of 
Boulton’s pennies were eventually 
melted down when rising copper prices 
made them worth more as scrap than 
as coinage. However, Queen Victoria’s 
copper pennies (1839-1860) and the 
later bronze Bun Pennies, featuring the 
splendid Wyon portrait of the queen and 
Britannia on the reverse, proved that the 
penny was still king of the coins. 

By this time, British influence 
had spread the humble penny across 
the globe. Pennies became common 
currency in the Americas, Australia, 
and South Africa. Even today, the 
term penny persists in North America, 
where it’s used as a nickname for the 
one-cent piece. 


Hea/ rarities 


1. c. 794, East Anglia 

Just four coins in the name of AEthelberht II of East 
Anglia have ever been discovered. One found in 2014, 
and sold for £78,000, is possibly the most interesting as 
it bears /Ethelberht's name alongside the word REX. This 
bold move may have prompted /Ethelberht's execution at 
the hands of the jealous King Offa in 794. 

2. 1827, Australia 

During the reign of George III copper pennies were only 
minted between 1825-7, and according to Tasmanian 
numismatist Roger McNeice the consignment for 1827 
was sent to Australia for use in the Penal Colony. Due to 
climate and wear, mint examples are extremely rare. 

3. 1930, Australia 

The 1930 penny was the result of an experiment to 
produce better quality pennies. As the Treasury didn't 
order pennies in 1930 the good quality coins from 
the experiment went into circulation along with the 
1931 issue. It 's believed that around 3,000 1930 
pennies were produced and about 1,500 coins are 
known to have been traded - leaving many more to 
be discovered. In VF condition this coin has fetched 
$30,000 (approximately £19,500). 

4. 1933, Britain 

No pennies were struck for circulation in 1933 but a small 
number of commemorative coins were. Three were 
placed under the foundation stones of new buildings, 
two were presented to the British Museum. At least two 
went to private collectors. Flowever, no one knows for 
sure how many were made and, as they were circulation 
grade, it's always been thought possible that some are 
still in circulation, waiting to be discovered. In 2010 one 
was even offered on eBay as part of a set apparently used 
in Big Ben. The sale fell through but, had it been genuine, 
it could have raised £100,000. 

5. 1937, Canada 

Although the Canadian 1936 'dot cent' coin is clearly 
marked 1936, it was minted in 1937. After the death 
of George V and the sudden abdication of Edward VIII, 
Mint officials didn't have a portrait prepared for the next 
in line to the throne. To avoid potential coin shortages, 
they re-used the George V templates from 1936 adding a 
dot below the date to indicate the new batch. Either the 
shortage didn't materialise or the Mint decided to wait 
for an official portrait and only three known samples 
were produced. 

6. 1944, Steel Wheat America 

In 1943, the US Mint struck more than a billion zinc- 
coated steel pennies. However, around 40 steel cents 
were inadvertently struck bearing the date 1944 and 
released by error. Only a dozen have been found and 
can command a prices between $150,000-200,000 (up 
to approximately £128,000). 




Cl 

T? 



■ ] 

[ ■ 

3 ’ 1 




A 





vvvvw.stampandcoin.co.uk 


NOVEMBER 20 1 5 99 


English coins 


Coins of the kings of Wessex 

We recall Wessex today as the region where Thomas Hardy set his 19th-century novels. A thousand 
years earlier Wessex was a powerful kingdom with famous monarchs. Steve Webb looks as some of 
their silver coins and adds thumbnail sketches of their lives 


Ecgberht (802-839) 

The West Saxons had carved out a territory (today Dorset and Wiltshire) in southern 
Britain in the early 6th century and, apart from a brief loss of independence to 
Mercia (now the Midlands), Wessex kings held their lands until the formation 
of a unified England in the 10th century. In 802 the Wessex crown had passed 
to Ecgberht, who came to the throne during yet another period of Mercian 
belligerence. A series of brilliant campaigns by Ecgberht against all the kingdoms 
at that time under Mercian domination brought Surrey, Sussex, Kent and Essex to 
submission. He also achieved success in the West where much of Celtic Dumnonia 
(now Cornwall) soon fell to Wessex. Ecgberht then marched his army northward and 
forced the submission of Northumbria before a brilliant campaign in the Mercian 
heartlands secured a period of general peace. During the more placid final decade 
of his reign Ecgberht went on a pilgrimage to Rome, though he had also to take up 
the sword once more against Viking raiders on the Dorset coast. When he died in 
839 the Wessex royal coffers were full to bursting, thanks to his conquests and to his 
personal thriftiness. He was buried in Winchester. 




Aetheiwulf (839-858) 

More than a decade before Aetheiwulf became King of Wessex his father sent him to Kent 
at the head of an army that challenged and defeated the pro-Mercian ruler. Aetheiwulf 
took the Kentish crown and ruled successfully there until the death of his father in 839 
whereupon he became the sole Wessex monarch, though his main mints were both in Kent, 
at Canterbury and Rochester. Relations with Mercia warmed after his daughter married into 
the Mercian royal household; he was soon fighting alongside Mercian troops in successful 
battles against the Welsh. He did less well initially against the Vikings, who defeated a 
Wessex army at Carhampton, Somerset in 843. Eight years later a stunning victory at the 
Battle of Aclea in 851 resulted in a Viking retreat followed by peaceful years during the 
remainder of his reign. Before he embarked on his pilgrimage to Rome in 855 with his 
two youngest sons, he left his eldest, Aethelbald, to rule in Wessex, while his second son, 
Aethelberht, took charge in Kent. Each retained his kingdom when their father died in 858. 


Aethelbald (858-60) 

As the second of five sons, 
Aethelbald succeeded to 
the throne of Wessex only 
because his elder brother 
died young. He tightened 
his grip on the kingdom 
by marrying his widowed 
stepmother, but lost support 
on the Church who described 
the marriage as ‘incestuous’. 
The Anglo Saxon Chronicle 
dismisses his brief reign with 
the comment: two and a half 
lawless years of rule by an 
iniquitous and grasping king. 


Aethelbert (860-866) 

He succeeded to the thrones of Kent and 
Wessex following the deaths of his father 
and his childless brother Aethelbald. 
Vikings threatened both kingdoms 
frequently during his reign, storming 
Winchester and ravaging much of Kent. 



Aethelred (866-871) 

In the year of Aethelred’s succession as king of Wessex, the 
Great Heathen Army of Danes crossed the North Sea and had 
soon destroyed Northumbria and East Anglia. In 868 Mercia 
came under threat and the Mercian king appealed for help, 
a call answered by Aethelred and his younger brother Alfred. 
They took an army to Nottingham, but the ensuing battle 
proved inconclusive. Two years later the Vikings turned their 
attention to Wessex, inflicting a series of defeats on Aethelred’s 
armies, but failing to overrun the kingdom. 

Early in his reign Aethelred had established a common 
currency between Wessex and Mercia by adopting the 
Mercian type of lunette penny so that coins minted at 
London and Canterbury could circulate throughout the two 
kingdoms. The arrangement no doubt improved trade and 
made paying armies easier. Aethelred died in 871, succeeded 
by his younger brother. 
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Alfred (871-899) 

Most renowned of Wessex kings and known to history as Alfred 
the Great for more than his military victories. He limited the mass 
migration of Danes to what became the Danelaw in eastern England, 
and persuaded the Danish king Guthrum to convert to Christianity. 
During the resulting period of peace Alfred devised a system of 
fortified towns (burhs) across Wessex and gave free land plots within 
them to men who agreed to act as garrisons if their burhs came under 
attack. Many of the new towns later developed as commercial centres. 
Alfred also greatly improved his navy, recruiting Frisian sailors to 
crew his new ships. He established schools, wrote new laws, translated 
books from Latin to English, and encouraged his scribes to begin 
compiling the Anglo Saxon Chronicle. Many coins were struck, 
especially at Winchester and London. Minting them provided work 
for a large number of moneyers, reflecting the emergence of a coinage 
that was used by almost the whole of England during his reign. 


Edward the Elder (899-924) 

Named the Elder by historians to distinguish him from the later king 
Edward the Martyr, he continued his father’s work of creating burhs 
and squeezing Danish holdings. In 917 he captured Danish East 
Anglia. Somewhat ironically he died leading an army against Welsh 
and Mercian rebels in 924. 


Aethelstan (925-940) 

York, the last remaining 
Viking Kingdom in 
Britain, fell to Aethelstan’s 
army in 927 and he 
became the first Anglo- 
Saxon to rule England 
in its entirety. When a 
combined army of Scots 
and Vikings invaded from 
the north he defeated 
them at the Battle of 
Brunanburh. During the 
early part of Athelstan’s 
reign regional styles of 
coinage had been issued; 
but following his conquest 
of York he issued new 
coins to signify 
his kingship over a 
united England. 




Edmund I (940-946) 

His reign began with an invasion of Northumbria and the 
Midlands by the Norse king Olaf III Guthfrithson. The 
Norseman died soon afterwards and Edmund swiftly regained his 
territories. He then worked tirelessly to establish good relations 
with Scotland, Ireland and France to ensure general peace. He 
performed good works and was attending mass at a Wessex church 
when an exiled thief murdered him. 



Eadred (946-955) 

Northumbria became a source of rebellion during Eadred’s reign, 
allowing Vikings to exploit local difficulties. One who arrived was 
Eric Bloodaxe, erstwhile king of Norway. He attempted to set up 
a new Northumbrian kingdom. Eadred responded swiftly with a 
punitive force that attacked many strongholds and burned Ripon 
monastery. His swift action left the rebels subdued and peace 
restored. In fact Eadred died in bed from an intestinal malady. He 
had never married, so the crown passed to Eadwig. 



Eadwig (955-959) 

On the day of his coronation sixteen-year-old Eadwig, known then 
as Eadwig the All-Fair, had an altercation with Dunstan, a powerful 
cleric, who remonstrated with him for failing to attend an important 
meeting of nobles and preferring the company of a woman. The 
immediate upshot was that Dunstan had to flee the country and 
Eadwig married the woman. A longer term outcome saw Dunstan 
and his supporters succeed in having the marriage annulled because it 
was incestuous; and Eadwig lose the support of the thanes of Mercia 
and Northumberland; and the kingdom divided between Eadwig and 
his brother Edgar. Perhaps fortunately Eadwig died two years later 
and the kingdom reunited under Edgar. 
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Edgar (959-975) 

Edgar recalled Dunstan from exile and later appointed him 
Archbishop of Canterbury. The reign enjoyed fifteen years of 
peace and prosperity with no dissenting voices throughout the 
kingdom. This was, however, the last reign of the House of 
Wessex to run its course without rivals contesting the throne. 
Edgar died without a legitimate male heir and had to appoint 
his illegitimate son Edward as successor. 




Edward (975-978) 

A contest for succession gave Edward the crown thanks largely 
to the support of most archbishops. Some nobles supported 
Edwards younger half-brother Aethelred IE Unrest throughout 
the kingdom provided opportunities for plundering ecclesiastical 
properties. During the general unrest the king was assassinated 
while on a visit to Corfe Castle in Dorset. The spot later became a 
shrine, and the dead king earned the name Edward the Martyr. 


Aethelred II (978-1016) 

This was the reign in which Anglo-Saxon England began to fall 
apart. The ill-advised, Unrede (Unready) child on whose head 
the crown was placed following Edward’s murder found himself 
surrounded by men under deep suspicion of instigating the crime. 
As a result they and the young king had difficulties in raising 
armies when Danes began raiding once again in 980. The king, 
aged about fourteen, could do no more than follow advice; bad 
advice that led from payments of Danegelt. . . to massacring 
peaceful Danes who had settled in England years earlier... to 
the invasion of a full Danish army to avenge the slaughter... to 
Aethelred’s flight and absence from England for three years. 

He returned when the Danish king died in 1014 only to learn 
that Cnut, son of the Danish king, was on his way to claim 
England. Aethelred and his own son, Edmund, fought and lost 
to the Danes. Cnut, impressed by Edmund’s fighting prowess, 
allowed him to retain Wessex. When Edmund died Cnut absorbed 
Wessex into Danish England. 
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Stamp Miscellany 


Copenhagen’s 
round tower 


We collectors often have strong deja vu 
experiences when we visit previously unknown 
towns and cities, recognising buildings or scenery 
which we have previously seen in our stamp 
albums. Christer Brunstrom got that feeling when 
he visited Copenhagen's Round Tower 


O n 27 November, 
1942, the Danish 
P&T Department 
released a lO-ore 
violet stamp 
marking the 
300th anniversary of the Round 
Tower. The stamp was designed by V 
Bang and his rendition of the tower 
makes it stand out as if it was an 
isolated building. In fact, the tower 
is attached to a large church building 
right in the heart of Copenhagen. 

The stamp was recess-printed in 
violet. The engraving was the work of J 
Britze who was responsible for numerous 
stamps from the late 1920s until the 
early 1 940s. The stamp was printed in 
a quantity of nine million copies which 
still makes it a very common stamp 
both mint and used. However, it offers a 
number of interesting varieties, more of 
which later. 

In the early 1600s, King Christian 
IV ordered the building a tower to be 
used as an astronomical observatory. 
The work started in 1637 and the 
tower was completed five years later. 

It is part of the Trinity Church 
complex which also included the 
library of Copenhagen University. 

The tower is 36 metres tall and a 
209-metre spiral ramp leads to the 
top. It was built in this way to allow 
the king to ride his horse all the way 
to the top. 

When I last visited the tower it was 
on a very hot summer’s day and the 
walk up to the observation platform 
was quite demanding. However, from 
the top of the Round Tower you have 
a great view of the Danish capital. 


Above, from left: stamp 
with ‘The Bomb’ plate 
variety and (inset) a 
close-up of the variety 
with a short black 
diagonal line on the 
right hand side of the 
stamp; the 1944 Red 
Cross surcharge 

Top, right: Vignette of 
Rundetarn Observatory 
as included in the 
map of the southern 
celestial hemisphere 
by astronomer and 
cartographer Johann 
Doppelmayr, c.1730 


The stamp was printed in a quantity 
of nine million copies^ but it offers a 
number of interesting varieties 


that one of the stamps in the sheet 
had a rather spectacular variety which 
can easily be seen if you know what 
to look for. Position 14 has what 
looks like a heavily coloured line to 
the right of the tower in the shaded 
area. This variety only exists in part 
of the printing. 

When the stamp was issued in 
1942, Denmark was occupied by Nazi 
Germany. The situation in Denmark 


copies of this stamp making it very 
common with a low catalogue value. 

This stamp also exists with 
‘The Bomb’ plate variety. Another 
interesting variety to look for is the 
raised overprint on which the cross 
and value are level with the tower’s 
gallery railings. 

The three varieties mentioned here 
are far more costly than the basic 
stamps and well worth looking out for. 


was rather peaceful despite the war 
raging in other parts of Europe. Both 
the Allies and the Germans resorted 
to heavy bombing raids of not only 
military targets but also of towns and 
cities with mainly civilian populations. 

Thus it comes as no surprise that 
contemporary philatelists baptised 
this line in the sky variety ‘The 
Bomb’. Fortunately this was only in 
the mind of stamp collectors; a real 
bomb might have destroyed the old 
landmark forever. 

On 11 May, 1944, the Round 
Tower stamp was reissued but now 
with a surcharge of 5 ore going to 
the Red Cross. There were six million 


Today the tower is still used by 
amateur astronomers but it is mainly 
a popular tourist attraction. 


Tower varieties 

Many collectors enjoy looking for 
plate varieties, such as tiny damages 
or retouches to the printing plate. 
Sometimes you need a strong looking 
glass to discover these tiny varieties. 

In Denmark, it was soon discovered 
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British Museum 


EXCLUSIVE Inside the British Museum Coins and Medals Department 


The British 
Museum 


The Sherborne Castle hoard 


Hoards are arguably the lifeblood of numismatic study, writes Richard Kelleher, as he examines an intriguing 
set of exotic Portuguese gold coins discovered in Dorset in the 1970s and now held at the British Museum 


T he coin collections 
housed in the great 
cabinets of the world - 
be they public or private 
- are populated by coins 
derived from hoards. The reason for 
this is both historical and practical; 
until the advent of metal detecting in 
the 1970s, hoards were the only real 
source of coins for collections and by 
their very nature they tend to be of 
high quality and often in significant 
numbers. They provide material for 
students and for collectors, and in some 
cases they offer intriguing glimpses 
into the economic conditions of past 
societies. This month we look at a 
hoard discovered in excavations in a 
Dorset town which included some 
exotic gold coins from Portugal. 

Sherborne is a pleasant market 
town situated on the River Yeo, on the 
edge of the Blackmore Vale. In 1970 
archaeologists excavating the old castle 
in the town of Sherborne (not to be 
confused with Sherborne Castle - the 
local manor house built by Sir Walter 
Raleigh) uncovered a hoard of 1 94 coins 
dating to the mid-sixteenth century. 

The castle was built as the fortified 
palace of Roger de Caen, Bishop of 
Salisbury and Chancellor of England 
and at the time of the secretion of 
the hoard was still in the hands of the 
church. The hoard is intriguing as 
it contains ten foreign gold and 184 
English silver coins. The latest coin is 
dated c. 1535-40 giving us a deposit 
date in the late 1530s. The gold coins 
comprised nine Portuguese cruzados 
and one Spanish excelente. The coins 
illustrated here is one of the cruzados 
now in the British Museum’s collection. 

The obverse carries the central image 
of the crowned shield of Portugal. The 
Latin inscription reads TOANES III R 
PORT’ for John III king of Portugal. On 
the reverse is a central short cross and the 
legend TN HOC SIGNO VINCES’, Tn 
this sign you will conquer’. 

Commerce between England and 
Portugal had been well established 
since the second half of the thirteenth 
century and one would therefore expect 



INTERACTIVE 

GALLERIES 

Tap the coin to 
flip it over 


Portuguese coins such 
as this exampie were 
used in Engiand during 
16th century, prompting 
the authorities to 
demonetise the coins 
in 1560 


some coin of this earlier period to be 
found. Eurthermore, when John III 
came to the throne in 1521 Portugal 
was the leading maritime and colonial 
power in Western Europe, so it comes 
as no surprise to find Portuguese 
coinage of that period also entering 
the English circulating medium. The 
first to make an impact, in the 13th 
century, was the silver dinhiero and 
from the fifteenth century and into the 
Tudor period the silver chinfroes (or 
half-reals) become fairly well attested 
as both strays and in hoards. The 
first and only proclamation to make 
reference to Portuguese gold came 
under Queen Mary on 4 May, 1554, 
in which cruzados of both the long 
and short cross variety were made legal 
tender at 6 shillings and 4 pence and 
6 shillings and 8 pence, respectively. 
However, this endorsement was short- 
lived as the cruzados, along with much 
other foreign specie, were demonetised 
by an Elizabethan proclamation of 1 5 
November, 1560. 

The fact that the government 
legislated against Portuguese and other 
foreign gold coins is testament to 
the fact that they circulated in some 
numbers in 1 6th-century England. 

The distribution of Portuguese finds 
is telling and displays a definite 
geographical bias to the west of the 
country. Only one Portuguese gold coin 
of this period has been recorded as a 
stray find (from Lamphey), though they 


appear in three hoards - Sherborne, 
Cefn Garw and Maidenhead and from 
wrecked vessels at Glamorgan and 
Mounts Bay (Cornwall). Interestingly 
the first two of these hoards were 
deposited in the 1530s, at least twenty 
years before the first proclamation 
made them legal tender, so we can 
surmise that the proclamation came as a 
response to the fact that cruzados were 
already actively circulating and were 
in need of some official sanction. The 
presence of the Portuguese coin in the 
Cefn Garw hoard has been explained 
as indicating trade between the Iberian 
Peninsula and the Bristol channel ports. 
Since Bristol was a leading port from 
the medieval period, at times second 
only to London, its role as an entrepot 
for Portuguese coins is likely. 


FURTHER 
READING 

R. Kelleher, 'Gold is the strength, 
the sinnews of the world', 
continental gold in Tudor England', 
British Numismatic Journal 77, 

2008, 210-25 

J.RC. Kent, 'The circulation 
of Portuguese coins in Great 
Britain', III Congresso Nacional de 
Numismatica. Actas (Lisbon 1985), 
389-405 
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I'm happy to receive special offers via telephone from: □ Warners Group Publications pic □ Selected third parties 


in Please debit my Credit Card: O Visa O Mastercard O Maestro 

Card No.: 

Expiry Date: Valid from: Security No.: 


Signed: Date: 


(Please tick one) 


(Last 3 digits on 
signature strip) 
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STAMPS 




GREAT BRITAIN UNMOUNTED MINT 
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Postage £1 for UK orders. Free GB price list. Ray Butcher, PO Box 2, Hunstanton, PE36 6NS (FAST SERVICE) 


EUROPE LISTS 

UM, Mint. Used, to Modem, 
East and West Europe. 

AD Stamps, 72 Loweriiouses Lane, 
Huddeoifldd, HD5 HIW. 

Tel: 0I4S4 318987 or adyiTi^'adstam ps.cu.uk 
for fUTreni lists 

Lists also aval table on ^vebsilet 
w wwva dst anips,co.u k 


Free lists 


USED STAMPS ONLY 
1937 - 2012 

From the following countries, 
Individually priced. 
Ascention Islands, St Helena, 
Tristan da Cunha, Falkland Islands 
Gerry Fisher 

14 KELSTON Grove, Hanham, 
BRISTOL, BS15 9NL 
Tel: 0117 967 1563 


?? SELLING ?? 


We guarantee to make an offer on all material sent to us. 

Should our offer be unacceptable, then we can discuss placing it in one of our 
monthly public auctions, or by selling by Private Treaty. 

If we are still unable to be of service to you, then our only charge will be the 


return postage. 

Piensf send to: 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE PHILATELIC AUCTIONS 

27 Fore Hill. F.ly. Cainhri(l|>e«hiri-.Tc-l: Ely 01.15.^ A6.^9t9 
Email: bobcarr(^ cpa-ely.co.uk Website: www.cpa<ely.co.uk 


GB POSTAGE 

FOR SALE FROM 7S% 
FACE VALUE 


tbg nf t^uf lajiiliu^^. in 

lOUs fimn jay.l L’it? baiR jt of ’h-njyc . 

WwlJy ItiH of MukLa %itlucfc av ailable by Lul. 
t^>cliatBcfiY»i«luwtccw&^m2uiiiiumoet>CTieq|tw 


JOHN ClJRTtN LIMITED 

lulcm:itiun»l Stamp Dealer 
(MLlloslI, 

S Smibur\' - iHi - Tlinuies. 
VliildJc«7t, 1^^.46 61 ID 
leh 01^32 7g5(i33 i24 hrsl 
l>\; [>1912 770523 
L^mai jebu yingw htirttemei .c ■ 
WWW jL’SiJstiips. .to I ik 




Free eountry lists for Aland Islands, Denmark, 

The Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, leeland, 
Norway, Sweden and GB-Europa 1956- present. 

B. McLEAN 

P.O Box 323, Ellon, . 

Aberdeenshire, AB41 7YA | 

Email: info@bmclean.co.uk 
Website: http://www.bmclean.co.uk 


# USA SPECIALIST ★ 

Hsiablishcd since I9SI). suppliers of fine used 
USA-romincmoniii\cs. .\irs. Dues. Dcfiniiivcs. 
.Scis ,ind singles at reasonable prices 

List for 1st class stamp. 

I R, LVERET 1 

i 2 Coldnailhiirst .\veiiuc, Braintree, 
UDPA 502 Lssev C.M7 2SJ list 

Postal only 1st Class 


GREAT 

BRITAIN 

1840 - 1970 

A.H. FRANCIS (Philatelists) 
P.O. Box 1825 
Wolverhampton WV6 8GN 
United Kingdom 

Tel: 01902 745521 
www.stampcollecting.uk.com 


Do you collect modern used stamps? 
Do you want to purchase single items? 
Do you want to see approvai 
seiections niceiy presented? 

Then please write for a selection of my approvals, 
used GB, Commonwealth & Western Europe. 

ALSO WORLD POSTAL AUCTION SALES 
Next sale due soon 
Over 400 lots from £5 or more 
Please write for free catalogue 
and/or Approvals today 


W.H.B. DEAN:The Poplars, New Brighton, 
Mold, N.Wales CH7 6QQ. 

Tel: 01 352 754782 
Email: billdean@talk21 .com 


FREE PRICE LISTS 

- SEND FOR THE BEST! 

1) G.B 1840 to date - 144 pages 

- our latest Rush Express covers, 
sets, singles, FDCs Packs, Bkits C.l 
and I.O.M., Locals etc., (R/E No. 71) 

2) British Comm and Foreign - 
A to Z Sets, Thematics, Omnibus, 
Errors and Varieties, Specimens, 
Booklets. (R/E No. 69) 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 
- PROMPT SERVICE 


RUSHSTAMPS (RETAIL) LIMITED 

P.O.Box 1 Lyndhurst, Hants S043 7PP 
Dlja Tel: (023) 8028 2044 A 
rp Fax:(023)8028 2981 


website: www.rushstamps.co.uk 
E-mail: enquiries@rushstamps.co.uk 


ALL WORLD NEW ISSUES 
COUNTRY ORTHEME 


FREE MONTHLY LISTS 

STANDING ORDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 

IAN OLIVER 

5 BEECH ROAD.STIBB CROSS, 
TORRINGTON, DEVON, EX38 8HZ 
TEL: 07941 39 14 66 
FAX: 01805 601 I I I 
E-MAIL: ian@newstamps.fsnet.co.uk 


Free 200 stamps 

on requesting my GB & C/Wealth 
approvals. Suit beginner and 
medium collector. Personal service with 
gifts and discounts available. Postal only. 
Robert Laidler 38 Haybrow Cres 
Scalby Scarborough Y013 OSG 
robertlaidlerl @btinternet.com 
Tel 01723 378455 


AUSTRALIA (inc. States) 
CANADA • NEW ZEALAND 


Inc Specialised, Covers, etc. . . 
Monthly lists available FREE 

Ian Perry, 29 Chetwynd Grove, _ 
Newport, Shropshire, [^r 
TF10 7JW 

Email:! anp erry sta mp s @ aoi . com 


Martin Appleton 

60 Warwick Road 
Basingstoke RG23 8DZ 
Telephone: 07787157239 
E-mail: martin.appleton@hotmail.co.uk 
I buy and sell foreign and commonwealth 
stamps both new and fine used. My stock also 
includes a wide range of thematic material. 


For sale - quality collections. Austria 

- catalogue, £180-i-, price £35. All 

different unmounted mint sets. Austria 

- catalogue, £345-i-, price £35. W. 

Germany - catalogue, £200-i-, price £20. 
All different used sets. UK only. Postage 
paid. R. Morgan, 9 Lon y Worn, Alltwen, 
Pontardawe, Swansea, SA8 3BJ. 

For sale, 2 John Bull Spring 2011 sale 
catalogues, Hong Kong as new. Cash. 
For sale, 1 2011 China price Catalogue, 
as new. Offers cash. Write to: Mr 
Keeble, 58 Cross Street, Sudbury, 
Suffolk, CO10 2DG 

Stamp price list, many sets well worth a 
look. Colin Wilson, 1 Upper Bevendean 
Avenue, Brighton, BN2 4FG, 01273 
299045 


UNSORTED STAMPS 


500 World £1.00 

400 British Comonwealth £ 1 .00 

150 South & Central America £2.00 

50 Different G.Britain pre 1953 £1.00 

KG VI 1951 Festival High Values set used £6.00 
Free Postage 
Mike Amos 

85 Higher Audley Ave, Torquay, South Devon, TQ2 7PG 
N Tel: (01803) 389173 


Kiloware: Stamps on paper, available 
now, GB charity mixture 11b £10.00, 
2lbs £18.00/ GB Commems (No Xmas) 
11b £28.00, British Commonwealth 
mixture 11b £28.00, overseas mixture 
11b £25.00. Please send cheque/PO. 
made payable only to Dave Freer, 85 
Luceyway, London SE16 3UD. 


World stamp packets form Aden to 
Zanzibar. Priced from £1. Also G.B. and 
islands, thematics, kiloware, stamp 
hinges. £1.50 packet 1000. Send for 
free list to: F.E. Lees, Longchase, 
Moneyrow Green, Holyport, Berkshire, 
SL6 2NA. 


Collectors thank you all for the replies 
from last advert. Now offer world & 
G.B. mixtures, £15.00 large packets. 
No rubbish, P/P free sample packs, 
£5.00. Also seek world clearance stock. 
B&J Goodchild, 11 Council Houses, 
Colchester Road, Wix, Manningtree, 
Essex, coil 2RR. Mail order only. 


1000 world stamps £5, 2000 £9. British 
Commonwealth, 1000 £7, 2000, £12. 
1000 G.B., £5 and stamps on approval 
at 5p and lOp each/ 1/2 Cat sets. Please 
send to: Mr. B Chandler, 25 Ribble 
Road, Stoke, Coventry, CV3 - 1AW 


For sale, 2000 world stamps, £5. 1,250 
British Commonwealth stamps, £5.00. 
Post free. Julie Best, 2B St. Renans 
Middle Warberry Road, Torquay, Devon, 
TQ1 1RR 


400 different G.B. stamps, all reigns. 
Many neat cancels. Only suitable one 
per customer as lots are very similar, £5. 
1000 different world stamps, excellent 
variety and value, £10. R Johnson, 
3 Ashfield Crescent, Bromborough, 
Wirral, CH62 7ED. 

Large quantity of G.B. for sale. 
Unsorted off paper. £5 per 1000, 2000 
£8. Post FREE. K. Long, 12 Colesmead 
Road, Redhill, Surrey, RH1 2EW. 

Bargain packets, 250 World £4.95. 250 
Commonwealth, £4.95. 250 Europe, 
£4.95. Buy 3 and get 1 FREE. 250 
British Empire, £7.50. G.B. Kiloware 500 
grams, £10. G.B. Kiloware 800 grams, 
£20. Includes Commemoratives. 
Request 25% extra free. Approvals on 
request. CJ Fuller, 89 Vauxhall Street, 
Norwich, NR2 2SD 
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Please mention Stamp & Coin Mart when replying to any advertisement 








APPROVALS COINS 


MISCELLANEOUS THEMATICS 


APPROVALS 
20% DISCOUNT 
ON 

FIRST SELECTION 

Commonwealth, Great Britain, 

West Indies, Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand, Pacific 

Do you collect? 

*Early Colonials mint or used? 
*Very modem used/mint 
If so we can help you as our 
Extensive stocks cover all 
reigns 

Also send us your wants lists now 
you will be impressed by 
our competitively priced approvals 
and generous discounts. 

Robert Williams (ADPS/UDPA) 

1 Butt Hill Drive, Prestwich, 
Manchester M25 9PL 
Telephone; 0161 798 4734 
Fax: 0161 798 5189 
email: 

iiw@isaglo.com 


AUSTRALIA CANADA 
NEW ZEALAND 

Quality used stamps on 14 days approval. 
Postage paid both ways. 

Sets/odd values/Miniature Sheets. 
Wants Lists welcome (KGS - QE2 current) 

David Williams 

PO BOX 1632 YAHON BRiSTOL BS49 4RU 
TEL. 0777 398 5690 

Emaii: david486wiiiiams@btinternet.com 


AUCTIONS 


STAMP POSTAL AUCTIONS 


Held every few months with good selection of GB, 
Commonwealth and World. Also cigarette cards. 
Suit both collectors and dealers. Keen estimates 
and no buyer premiums. Free catalogue from: 

G Sharpies, 32 Carr Gate, 
Thornton-Cleveleys, Lancashire, FY5 1 LB 

Tel:- 01253 825464 


4 > 


Email:- sharples601 @yahoo. co.uk 

You won’t regret it! 




"Lusitania sinking" 1915, iron 54nnnn 
medallion "G.E.F" goetz, £19.00. Last 
English silver threepences 1942 "G.E.E' 
toned, scarce £14.00. 1944 "U.N.C." rare, 
£50.00. 1992 Solomon Islands $10 silver 
loz. Proof "ED.C." with C.O.A., £19.00. 
0116 2128669 / 07812490892, Gary. 
Daytime, Leic. area. 


PACKET APPROVALS 

WORLDWIDE SELECTIONS 
“GUESSTIMATED” AT 5p, lOp, 
20p, 50p PER STAMP, WEIGHED 
OUT IN BAGS. 

(“Oxford Bags”, selling over 30 years) 

OR 

PRICED BOOKS/CARDS 
1850-1980 

Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France 
and Cols, Germany, Holland, Italy, 
USA, etc, etc. 

(Name Countires) 

14 days viewing 

Price range 10p-£10 approx. 

At low S.G, plus discounts 

AMBROSIAN STAMPS, 

45, AMBROSE RISE, WHEATLEY, 
OXFORD 0X33 1YE 


Everything to gain for med and beginners 
by joining our club. Ycu can view in 
your own home of Great Britain, Br. 
Commonwealth, World, Europe, Central 
America, Scuth America, Br. West Indies, 
French/Colonies. So if you are looking to 
build up your collections at reasonable 
prices, you will be surprised by selling to 
our members, on 15 days approval. Joining 
fee £5. Tracy Wcrid Stamp Apprcvals 
Club, 15 Richmcnd Rd, Freemantle, 
Scuthamptcn, SOI 5 2JU, England. 

Ccllectcr selling - G.B. c/wealth sets 
singles. Mint used - used. 1/5th Cat. Seven 
days approval - discounts. Phone: 01423 
528763 evenings. Write: Flat 10 Hanover 
House, Tewit Well Avenue, Harrogate, N/ 
Yorkshire HG2 8AR 

KILOWARE 


Mission stamps. Kiloware collected over 
many years by Irish convents and charities 
Ireland World GB unsorted buying Ireland 
postage 75% full gum £1 - £10 values 
also collections, etc free list on request. 
Peter Quinn Yokes Villas, Ballinacurra, 
Limerick Ireland. 


ABC STAMP AUCTIONS 

Ausinlij, Rriiish ind OtmmtJiiwcilili 
FftL* PulilJc jntl ftiMiLl Auccions inoticlih.' s.-atJlcjgut: 

E-malli iaopenry5tajnp$0aal.ooEn 

ABC: SCanip Auctions, 

29 Cbct^^ yiid Grove Newport, 
Shropsihire ITO 7JW 

01952 825941 f 


CHAUCER AUCTIONS 

Live Memorabilia Auction every two weeks featuring 
first day covers, flight covers, space, autographs, 
Concorde, books, prints and so much more. 

We are accepting consignments for our upcoming 
auctions; single items or complete collections. 

For more information on how we can help you 
get the absolute best price for your collectables, 

please call 0800 1 70 1 31 4 or email 
sales@chaucercollectables.co.uk 


KILOWARE 

100 gram packets of commemoratives 


Austria 

£24 

Belgium 

£12 

D.D.R. 

£10 

Denmark 

£9 

France (recent) £12 

France (older) £8 

Germany 

£7 

Greece 

£14 

Japan 

£10 

Luxembourg £16 

Sweden 

£8 

Swiss 

£16 


ALL POST PAID 

Annette Hillyard 
10 Cann Street 
Taunton TAl 4EH 


FAIR NEWS 

Charity stamp sale, 7th November. 
Saffron Walden Town Hall, CB10 1HR. 
9.30 am until noon. In aid of Parish 
Church funds. Thousands of stamps 
individually priced and a warm welcome! 


fGKR Bonds Ltd) 

Established 1979 

WE BUY 

Old Share Certificates 
Maps and Bonds 

Contact us for our new list 
New stock arriving daily! 

Unit 4, Park Farm 
Inworth, Colchester G05 9SH 

WWW. gkrbonds. com 
gkr4@hotmaiL com 

^ TEL; 01376 571711 ^ 


ALL COLLECTORS 

ALL risks NO excess 
REPLACEMENT VALUE 

FOR STAMPS, POSTCARDS, COINS 
AND ALL OTHER COLLECTABLES 
COLLECTABLE DEALERS COVER. 
PUBLIC LIABILITY for 
COLLECTOR SOCIETIES 
STAMP INSURANCE SERVICES 
C G I Services Limited 
29 Bowhay Lane EXETER EX4 1 PE 
mail (®. stampinsurance.co.uk 
tel: 01392 433 949 fax :427 632 

Authorised & Regulated by the Financial Conducts Authority 

Wanted donations of coins, banknotes, 
stamps British or Foreign. Please send to 
Dogs for the Disabled, The Francis Hay 
Centre, Blacklocks Hill, Banbury, Oxon, 
0X17 2BS. Charity No. 1092960. 

Ephemera. I have a massive quantity of 
vintage ephemera to clear, dating from 
Victorian to 1960's.The wide variety includes 
programmes, magazines, bill-heads and 
sheet music etc. Big value assortment, 
£20. Post free. Paul Martin, 2 Keates Road, 
Cambridge, CB1 9ES. 

WANTED 





• Tell me your subjects • 

• Please write or call • 

NEW STOCKS for 2015 
FRANK SPENCER - 

• FO eOK 11, BWNOFORb FORLW, DORSET Dili Til * 

01258 860081 



Monthly price list of Bird 
Stamps and relevant 
phibtelic mate rial. 
Competitive Prices. 
Request a free list, 

DJ COX 

64 Berry Hill Crescent, 
Cirencester, Gloucestershire, 
GL7 2HGTel 01285 651757 


HRST DAY COVERS 


Signed commemorative covers for sale. 
Aviation, military, politics, entertainment, 
sport. Write to: John Priestley, 66 Westgate, 
Cleckheaton, West Yorkshire, BD19 5HB 
or email: johnnigel61958@outlook.com for 
monthly list. 


FIRST DAY COVERS 

Specialist in Great Britain 
First Day Covers 

Free illustrated Price List with over 100 
pages of First Day Covers and 
Commemorative Covers 
STEVEN RILEY 

37 BADGER GATE, THRESHFIELD, 
SKIPTON BD23 5EN 


WORLDWIDE FDC request 
lists, state interests FDCLTD, 
Nimrod House, Muckhart, 
Dollar FK14 7JH 
f i rstdaycovers @ bti nternet.com 


Stamps of Great Britain 

Having a clearout, downsizing your collection or 
clearing surplus accumulations? 

1 We urgently need a wide range of GB material 
^ from single high values to mixed accumulations 

For a friendly deal why not ring Tony, our buyer, 
to discuss what material you have to offer. 

ARUN STAMPS 

P.O. BOX 15, FAKENHAM NORFOLK NR21 OEU 

Telephone 01 328 82931 8 Rji 

E-mail: arunstamps@fsmail.net ™ 


Wanted, ED.C. stamps presentation pack. 
Cricket prs, football prs in good condition. 
Good price paid for the above. Mr G. Duke, 
68 Transa Way, Lurgan, Co. Armagh, N. 
Ireland, BT66 8DJ. 


Masonic items wanted, coins, medals, 
paper items. If you can help, write with 
full details to: Farrow, 8 Mongers Mead, 
Barcombe, East Sussex, BN8 5BE. 


Please mention Stamp & Coin Mart when replying to any advertisement 
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Next month in... 


STAMP oHsux 

& COIN MART ® 



YOUR FREE STAR 
WARS STAMP CARDS 

Exclusive, limited edition stamp 
cards, courtesy of Royal Mail 


Xmas is coming! 

This year's seasonal stamps revealed, 
how to collect Santa on stamps, and 
the story of Xmas seals 

New series: Coioniai Ciassics - 

Cayman Islands stamps and postal 
history explained 

Coins of the battie of Agincourt 

Your guide to sci-fi on stamps 


PLUS: 

Germany's Winter Relief stamps explained, 
the second part of our guide to Italian 
States stamps, Canada's Christmas classic 
and so much more! 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO BUILD 
YOUR COLLECTION EVERY MONTH 


Don’t miss it! 

Join Stamp & Coin Mart today, and have 
every issue delivered to your home. 
See page 56 or call: 01 778 392 030. 



UlilfNOTfS ■ HEW lESUfS * iUCfroW PfifCES 


ISSUE 5 OUT NOW! 

Your indispensable guide 
to coins, packed with: 

• In-depth features on every 
aspect of collecting coins from 
around the world 

• Interactive galieries provide 
you with high quality images 
of the world's finest and most 
interesting coins 

• News on coin discoveries and 
details of the latest new coins 

• Market guides revealing the 
latest prices being paid at 
auction and on the internet 

• Expert advice and opinion 

DOWNLOAD THE APP TODAY 

SEARCH 'COIN COLLECTING MAGAZINE' 

and enjoy your essential guide to the world of coins 


Available on the 

AppStore 







